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A new view: Rockford Tower is lit 
for the holidays
BY BETSY PRICE

For the first time, Rockford Tower is lit up for the  
holidays. Fourteen of the tower’s 16 windows have been 
trimmed in gold lights and will stay lit into January, 
says Wilmington City Councilman Nathan Field, who 
not only masterminded the effort and helped string 
lights. The other two windows were not near the stair-
case and would have been difficult and unsafe to reach, 
he said.

The lights have only been up for three days and  
compliments are pouring in on Field’s Facebook page.

“Wow, Nathan,” wrote Margaret O. Vavala. “Thank 
you. They look great!”

“Dude! This looks great,” wrote Chris McConigle. 
“Good work.”

“Just beautiful,” wrote Frances Lippincott Van Leeuwen 
about a photo of the city from inside the tower that Field 
has posted at the top of his Facebook page.

“I never made it to the top,” Van Leuwen said. “Thanks 
for the view!”

That view is one of the things that enthralled Field.
“It’s a surreal, almost spiritual experience being up 

there above everything. It’s so peaceful,” he said. “You 
look around and you feel like you’re a bird.”

Field said he got the idea from seeing other cities’ 
landmarks decorated with lights.

“These types of things can add excitement to living in 
a neighborhood and build up pride about living in 
Wilmington,” Field said. “I just thought that if you drive 

Community past Rockford Park when it’s dark, you have this beauti-
ful tower that nobody sees. So during this cold winter 
season, why not add the light and energy and allow  
people to appreciate this beautiful landmark 24/7?”
ROCKFORD TOWER HISTORY

Rockwood Tower, built in 1903 during the Industrial 
Revolution to hold water, is an iconic Wilmington struc-
ture, Fields said.

“I think I could make a pretty strong argument that 
it’s Wilmington’s most iconic landmark,” said Fields, 
who represents the council’s District 8. “It is so central 
to the neighborhood.”

The tower sits on a hill in Rockford Park, near the 
Brandywine River. Today, it’s in an upscale neighbor-
hood that includes the Delaware Art Museum.

Then, the park was meant to offer mill and quarry 
workers respite from the noise and grime of their jobs. 
It was created with land donated by the du Pont and 
Bancroft families.

Designed by Theodore A. Leisen, the tower was meant 
to appear ancient and used both Italian Renaissance 
Revival and Gothic architecture styles, says a history by 
Elizabeth Androskaut on the Delaware State Parks blog.

Field said the design and masonry remind him of 
buildings in Rome.

The stones for the Rockford Tower are Brandywine 
Blue Rock quarried from along the river or taken from 
remnant farm walls.

When the tower was being planned, park commis-
sioners had wanted an observation tower built on the 
same hill, so the two projects were combined.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
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https://destateparks.blog/2020/04/06/history-of-rockford-tower-in-rockford-park/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/a-new-view-rockford-tower-is-lit-for-the-holidays/
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These holiday lights will help 
you get your glow on
BY BETSY PRICE

We might be living through the golden age of holiday 
lights displays. Whether you want inside or out, huge or 
just enough, artistic or deliberately tacky, walk-through 
or drive-through, free or you’re willing to pay, there’s a 
display for you either here in the First State or right over 
the state line.

In Delaware, many of the displays have become a 
niche destination of their own, said Jessica Welch,  
director of the Delaware Tourism Office.

“Our state is fortunate to be so close to so many  
travelers in nearby states, giving many a chance to take 
a quick evening drive to enjoy the lights,” she said in a 
press release.

Here’s a look at what’s out there, divided by in-state 
shows or those nearby.

Community

HOLIDAY LIGHTS IN DELAWARE
New Castle County
• Rockwood Park, 4651 Washington Street Exten-

sion, Wilmington. Drive-through. Free. Its grounds are 
lit up for people to drive through. It’s a smallish, but a 
delightful display and perfect for people who want to 
take older folks for a ride that won’t wear them out.  
Visitors also can park and walk around the grounds. 
Dusk to 9 p.m. nightly. Bonus: Rockwood is a short 
drive from the Smith family’s amazing display.

• Smith family annual display at 1900 Prior Road, 
Wilmington. Drive-by or walk-through. Free. This family 
display, easily visible from I-95, looks like a holiday 
lighting factory exploded over two homes and yards. If 
you’ve never seen it, you won’t believe your eyes. If you 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

have, you can’t resist coming back. Dusk to about 10 
p.m. nightly.

• Yuletide at Winterthur, 5105 Kennett Pike, Green-
ville. Indoors. Walk-through. Admission required. The 
former du Pont estate offers a Yuletide tour that includes 
multiple lighted trees and their annual showpiece, the 
dried flower tree. Admission ranges from $8 for children 
2-11 up to $27 for adults.

• Riverbright Wilmington. Walk-through. Free. A 
two-mile swatch of the Christina River walkway from 
Tubman-Garrett Park to the DuPont Environmental 
Education Center will feature trees and archways 
wrapped in holiday lights, all designed to reflect in the 
water. Starts at dusk. Lots of parking nearby, as well as 
places to stop for food and drink.

• Zoo Nights and Christmas Lights, 3 Palms Zoo, 
1060 VanDyke Greenspring Road, Townsend. Walk-
through. Admission required. Open on Friday and Sat-
urday nights through the season. Themed displays. 
Some animals—such as foxes—still awake. Hot choco-
late and more available for purchase.

Kent County
• Woodburn Illuminated, 151 Kings Highway SW, 

Dover. the official residence of the Delaware governor. 
Outside and inside. Free. On Friday, Dec. 9, from 5–9 p.m., 
the house will feature luminaries to walk through, 18th 
and 19th century window illustrationsm, live music from 
local students, tours of the house decorated for Christmas 
and hot beverages and treats from the House of Coffi.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://www.newcastlede.gov/431/Rockwood-Park-Museum
https://www.yelp.com/biz/smiths-christmas-lights-at-top-of-the-hill-wilmington
https://townsquaredelaware.com/these-holiday-lights-will-help-you-get-your-glow-on/
https://www.winterthur.org/
https://www.inwilmde.com/events/riverbright-wilmington/
https://www.visitdelaware.com/events/zoo-nights-and-christmas-lights-3-palms-zoo/77876
https://woodburn.delaware.gov/
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No mail today? You aren’t 
alone. Here’s why
BY KEN MAMMARELLA

Delawareans venting about not getting any mail on 
some days are finding plenty of sympathy and shared 
frustration on social media.

“Mail carrier? Where d’ya go?” Wilmington resident 
Jeremy Beck wrote on Nextdoor, in a post that generated 
about 150 comments. “Is there only two days a week we 
get mail service? Last time we got it was last week. Then 
junk mail was delivered on Sunday at 9 p.m. Twice…
Anyone have any answers?”

“We haven’t received mail in two days even though 
the usps app says we should have,” John Frank of Bran-
dywine Hundred wrote on Nextdoor, in a post that got 
about 50 comments. “Anybody else not getting their 
mail?”

Here’s the answer to the questions that ended their 
posts: Yes.

Delaware LIVE News reached out to the U.S. Postal 
Service, and Paul F. Smith, a media representative for the 
Philadelphia region, responded quickly (on a Saturday, 
no less) with this answer:

“We are experiencing sporadic challenges with em-
ployee availability in some locations causing occasional 
impacts to mail deliveries,” he wrote. “Please note cus-
tomers can always call 1-800-ASK-USPS with questions 
or concerns.”

Delaware LIVE News asked for specific numbers on 
staffing, but the question got no response. However, 
Pennsylvanian Kathy Brady Shea shared some stark 
stats on Facebook.

“This morning, my husband decided to pay a visit to 
the actual post office, after efforts to contact a human 
by phone went nowhere. A worker explained that the 
postal manager for the West Chester region issued an 
edict recently to deal with the agency’s short staffing: 
surreptitiously skipping delivery days. She said the of-
fice needs 80 carriers to handle the load: It has 40. As a 
result, she said we should expect to see a delivery every 
2 or 3 days.”

Community

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://nextdoor.com/login/?next=/profile/01fPmLQcTzJYhSyQR/%3Fis%3Dfeed_author
https://www.facebook.com/kbshea1
https://townsquaredelaware.com/no-mail-today-join-unhappy-crowd/
https://debreastcancer.org/programs/yes2health/
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
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Delaware lawmaker to 
revive wine-by-mail bill
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A Republican lawmaker hopes 2023 will be the year 
Delaware legalizes the direct shipment of wine. Rep. 
Mike Smith, R-Pike Creek, authored a bill in the last 
General Assembly to allow Delawareans to have wine 
shipped directly to their homes. The House Economic 
Development Committee released the bill but it was not 
allowed to the House floor for a vote. 

Smith told Delaware LIVE News he intends to file a 
similar bill in the next General Assembly, which begins 
in January 2023.

“Around the holiday season, one of the things people 
like to do most is ship a bottle of wine to their friends, 
whether that’s through a wine club, through a winery, 
or however it may be,” Smith said. “In Delaware, they 
still can’t do that.”

Under the proposal, wineries may sell up to three 
nine-liter cases per year per household. Producers would 
be restricted from shipping more than 1,800 nine-liter 
cases of wine to Delaware consumers annually. Deliver-
ies would be required to be signed for by someone age 

Community

21 or older. Under current law, wine shipments must be 
delivered to a wholesaler, who then provides the wine to 
a customer under their retail license. This is known as 
the three-tier system.

“The three-tier system is old, it’s antiquated and it 
dates back to prohibition,” Smith said. “That’s the main 
reason why people do not want to move the needle in 
Delaware to have wine shipped directly to our homes.”

Opponents of Smith’s proposal say the three-tier system 
works—it gives Delawareans access to the wine they  
desire while benefitting local alcohol distributors who 
are required to complete the sales.

Supporters argue that the proposal would have little 
impact on those businesses’ bottom lines. Forty-seven 
states allow for direct-to-consumer wine shipments and 
local distributors and wholesalers in those states have 
not reported significant losses as a result.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/wine-by-mail-could-soon-be-legal-in-delaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/delaware-lawmakers-swear-in-2023/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/delaware-lawmaker-to-revive-wine-by-mail-bill/
https://www.gbc.edu/
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ChristianaCare names breast center  
after Tatiana Copeland

BY BETSY PRICE

ChristianaCare has named its Breast Center The  
Tatiana Copeland Breast Center after a Wilmington 
philanthropist who was treated for cancer there. The 
naming of the center at the Helen F. Graham Cancer 
Center & Research Institute, reflects Tatiana and Gerret 
Copeland’s financial support, the healthcare system 
said in a press release.

The couple gave a $1.2 million gift to the Graham 
Cancer Center in 2019 for breast cancer prevention and 
research for underrepresented women. Tatiana Copeland 
previously had given $800,000 to fund the purchase of 
two 3D mammography units. As a result of their phil-
anthropic leadership, the Graham Cancer Center was 
one of the first facilities in the nation to offer 3D  
mammography, the press release said.

“ChristianaCare is deeply grateful to the Copelands 
for their generous support of the Helen F. Graham Cancer 
Center & Research Institute,” said ChristianaCare CEO 
Janice Nevin. “They have made a tremendous difference 

in the lives of so many women in and around Delaware.”
“As longtime Graham Cancer Center supporters and 

as a breast cancer survivor myself who received won-
derful treatment here, we are confident our investment 
in the Breast Center will continue to enable women to 
receive the same care that I did,” Tatiana Copeland said 
in the press release.

“The Copelands share our commitment to providing 
our patients with the very best breast care, diagnosis 
and treatment,” said Dr. Nicholas J. Petrelli, medical 
director of the Graham Center. “Their generous gifts have 
enabled women from Delaware and surrounding com-
munities to receive expert, compassionate care right here 
at the Breast Center without ever having to leave the state.”

Tatiana Copeland called the breast center’s atmo-
sphere was comforting and nurturing. “Everybody is very 
caring and attentive,” she said. “Dr. Petrelli has created 
a team effort that is truly admirable. We hope our support 
inspires others to join us in the fight against cancer.”

At The Tatiana Copeland Breast Center, patients are 
supported by an exceptional care team that includes  
radiologists, surgeons, radiation oncologists, genetic 
counselors and support staff.

In a private event celebrating the naming, Nevin read 
a letter from President Joe Biden and First Lady Jill 
Biden that was sent to Tatiana—who along with Gerret 
attended Thursday night’s state dinner for French Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron—about her support of the 
Breast Center.

“As a breast cancer survivor, she has taken her pain and 
turned it into purpose, ensuring that all those who come 
in for testing at the Breast Center will receive extraordi-
nary care,” President Biden said. “She has put lifesaving 
and life-altering care within the reach of those who need 
it most. And through it all, she has pushed for progress, 
fought for patients and kept hope alive.”

Business

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://christianacare.org/services/cancer/breastcenter/
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https://townsquaredelaware.com/christianacare-tatiana-copeland-breast-center/
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Food & Dining

Under pressure, DNREC scraps Cape 
Henlopen restaurant plan
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Delaware’s famous Cape Henlopen State Park will not 
be the site of a new oceanfront restaurant, officials  
announced Monday.  The decision came after weeks of 
public outcry, including protests, op-eds in local papers 
and an organized campaign with yard signs that read, 
“No restaurant on dunes.”

 In a press release, the Delaware Department of Natural 
Resources and Environmental Control said it came to 
the decision mutually with La Vida Hospitality, the 
company that won the bid to operate existing conces-
sions at the state park. According to DNREC, La Vida 
Hospitality was awarded a one-year contract in April to 
manage the existing main beach food concession while 
both DNREC and La Vida conducted “due diligence” 
on a proposal to extend the contract and build a restau-
rant at the park’s main beach area.

 Ultimately, DNREC determined that the necessary 
environmental review and contract negotiation “could 

not be completed by the contract’s expiration date of 
Dec. 31 and with La Vida Hospitality LLC in agreement, 
has chosen to the end the project.”

The department will continue seeking public input on 
services provided at the main beach area, including the 
bathhouse and beach crossing. According to the press 
release, the park is in need of expanded food service, ADA- 
accessible restrooms and additional beach crossings.

“Location, hours of operation, traffic, lighting and 
noise restrictions will remain key considerations with 
any improvements,” the agency said.

Opponents to the proposal, organized under the name 
Preserve Our Park Coalition, said it violated the Warner 
Grant Land Trust, which says lands in the park may 
not be used for private benefit “to the detriment of such 
public benefit, subject, however, to use for railroad pur-
poses existing at the time of this Act.”

kennyfamilystores @kennyfamstores

Pumpkin Everything

Well, and apples and pears. 

Family owned and operated,
Kenny Family Shoprites of Delaware
are proud to have been nourishing our 
community for more than 25  years. 

Whether you’re craving fresh apple cider
or looking for the perfect snack to take to or looking for the perfect snack to take to 
the tailgate, we’ve got you covered.

We look forward to seeing you as you
fill up on all the best flavors of fall.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/cape-henlopen-restaurant-scrapped/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/cape-henlopen-restaurant/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/cape-henlopen-restaurant/
https://www.preserveourpark.org/facts
https://legis.delaware.gov/SessionLaws/Chapter?id=24330
https://legis.delaware.gov/SessionLaws/Chapter?id=24330
http://kennyfamilystores.com/
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State GOP chair calls on Democrats 
to return FTX donation
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The chair of the Delaware Republican Party has called 
on the state’s Democratic Party to reject a donation 
from disgraced cryptocurrency entrepreneur Sam 
Bankman-Fried. Bankman-Fried contributed $9,756.20 
to the Democratic State Committee of Delaware on 
Aug. 31, 2022, according to the Federal Election Com-
mission. Attempts were not successful to obtain com-
ment from the Delaware Democrats.

The contribution does not appear on the Delaware 
Department of Elections campaign finance database, 
but does appear on the federal database.

The donation came just months before Bankman- 
Fried’s company, FTX, declared bankruptcy, placing 
hundreds of thousands of customers’ holdings in jeop-

Government

ardy.  According to The New York Times, FTX’s new 
chief, John Jay Ray III, said the company’s demise came 
after several corporate missteps, including the use of 
software to “conceal the misuse of customer funds.” 

Delaware Republican Party Chair Jane Brady said the 
Delaware Democratic Party should “return the donation 
to the victims who lost their savings in this collapse FTX.”

“Investors, pensioners and young people who trusted 
FTX got scammed,” Brady said. “Any political entity or 
candidate who received money from Bankman-Fried or 
FTX should not keep it. That money rightfully belongs 
to the victims of the scheme.”

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

BACK TO THE PEOPLE!
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Supporting pro-growth, pro-jobs policies, 
and greater transparency and accountability 

in state government.

Stay Informed
Follow us @ABetterDelaware

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sam_Bankman-Fried
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sam_Bankman-Fried
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?202210209537793760
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?202210209537793760
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?202210209537793760
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FTX_(company)
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/10/technology/ftx-binance-crypto-explained.html
https://townsquaredelaware.com/delaware-gop-leaders-party-needs-change-to-win/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/democrats-ftx-donation/
https://www.abetterdelaware.org/?fbclid=IwAR1ClbbuJMum0Cm3I6sVfYS8-2TlcmHus6sS0tdKD3e0mldowF6u4MB1STU
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Wilmington 
police chief to 
step down

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The city of Wilmington is in need of a new top cop. 
Police Chief Robert Tracy has been selected as a finalist 
to become police commissioner in St. Louis, Missouri, 
he announced Monday night. Whether or not he gets the 
job, Tracy will leave the Wilmington Police Depart-
ment, the mayor’s office confirmed Tuesday. It’s not clear 
when Tracy plans to step down. 

“I am beyond grateful to have had the opportunity to 
serve as the first outside chief of the Wilmington Police 
Department,” Tracy said in a news release.

“In the nearly six years I have held this post, I have 
had the fortune to work alongside our many committed 

residents, community leaders, faith leaders, members of 
the business community, and elected and appointed of-
ficials and staff to help make Wilmington a safer place.”

The news release said that, regardless of what happens 
with the St. Louis position, Tracy will assist Purzycki in 
the search for a replacement.

The mayor said Tracy is highly regarded throughout 
the nation for his law enforcement knowledge, experi-
ence and policing techniques. 

“Through his efforts and those of the men and women 
of our city’s police department, Wilmington’s homicide 
rate is at its lowest in a decade and other categories of 
crime have also shown significant decreases,” Purzycki 
said. “Wilmington was very fortunate to be able to hire 
Bob Tracy as police chief in April of 2017. He has served 
our city well.”

Under Tracy’s leadership, the Wilmington Police  
Department placed body-worn cameras on every  
officer, published a policy and procedures manual, and 
implemented community engagement initiatives.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

Government

HIGH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 18, 2021
10:00am - 1:00pm 

VIKING FOR A DAY
You are invited to feel the energy

of VKNation as a Viking for a Day.

Viking Visits begin October 4th.

HIGH SCHOOL
PLACEMENT TEST

November 13, 2021 8:30am
November 14   12:00pm

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/?s=robert+tracy
https://www.wilmingtonde.gov/government/city-departments/department-of-police
https://www.wilmingtonde.gov/government/city-departments/department-of-police
https://townsquaredelaware.com/wilmington-police-chief-to-step-down/
https://www.steschools.org/admissions
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Minor-Brown’s rise to power didn’t follow the standard 
course. She graduated cum laude in the practical nursing 
and registered nurse programs at Delaware Technical 
Community College and launched her nursing career at 
the Veterans Affairs Hospital in Elsmere.

“I literally used to run away from political conversa-
tions,” Minor-Brown said. “But as I worked through the 
healthcare field and continued to elevate in that space, I 
was always seeing room for opportunities to change 
things and I felt like my voice was not being heard.”

When one of her patients passed away—unnecessarily, 
she thought—she decided to stop wishing for change 
and start making it happen.

The patient was a man experiencing homelessness, 
Minor-Brown said. He couldn’t afford his prescription 
and was made to try different medications rather than 
take the one that could have saved his life. Ensuring that 
patients can access the medications they’re prescribed 
was her first order of business after being elected, she said.

Minor-Brown still works in the medical field today as 
the clinical coordinator for graduate services at the Uni-
versity of Delaware’s School of Nursing.

She cites the passage of the 2022 Momnibus as her 
proudest accomplishment since taking office. The pack-
age of six bills focuses on issues impacting pregnant and 
postpartum mothers, with the goal of decreasing infant 
mortality.

Without the political inclinations harbored by many 

Melissa Minor-Brown: ‘I stand on the 
shoulders of giants’

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

When state Rep. Melissa Minor-Brown won election 
to the General Assembly in 2018, she knew right away 
that she wanted to be in leadership. The Democrat from 
New Castle got her wish this November when the House 
Democratic Caucus elected her majority whip, making 
her the first person of color in Delaware history elected 
to a leadership position in the General Assembly.

“I set my eyes on it,” Minor-Brown told Delaware LIVE 
News, before stopping herself mid-sentence. “I shouldn’t 
say that. How should I say this,” she asked herself. “I 
knew that I eventually wanted to be in the leadership 
space. It’s all about being able to create relationships and 
really listen to people and understand their perspectives.”

aspiring elected officials, Minor-Brown said her foray 
into politics has come with its share of surprises and 
disappointments. 

“The vision that I had prior to actually working legis-
lation is completely different now,” she said. “I remember 
thinking, ‘I’m going to change this and I’m gonna do that.’ 

“I had a ton of work that I wanted to get done—and I 
did get it done, but I also learned that there was a process 
and it takes a lot of compromise and relationship- 
building and working with stakeholders.”

With four years of experience under her belt, the most 
important thing now is finding balance, Minor-Brown 
said. It’s about uplifting people and empowering com-
munities while being careful not to burden other  
communities, including the business community.

House Majority Leader Valerie Longhurst told Dela-
ware LIVE News that Minor-Brown brings a wealth of 
talent and experience to the table, “so I’m incredibly  
excited to welcome her to our leadership team as the 
new House majority whip. Especially now, as our caucus 
is majority women and historically diverse, it’s import-
ant that our leadership reflects our caucus as well as the 
residents of this state who we represent,” Longhurst 
said. “I’m looking forward to working with Mimi to 
continue our important work of promoting progress 
and prosperity here in Delaware.”

Government

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://dehousedems.podbean.com/e/2022-delaware-momnibus/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whip_(politics)
https://townsquaredelaware.com/melissa-minor-brown-i-stand-on-the-shoulders-of-giants/
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Delaware’s new 
state auditor to 
take office Jan. 3

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

When Democrat Lydia York takes the oath of office 
on Jan. 3, she’ll be Delaware’s third auditor of accounts 
since October. She’ll take the reins from Dennis Green-
house, who Gov. John Carney appointed after former 
Auditor Kathy McGuiness resigned following a mis-
conduct scandal.

For York, the gravity of the moment is still sinking in, 
she told Delaware LIVE News.

“Each day there’s a growing awareness of the respon-
sibility of holding statewide office,” York said. “I think 
that’s going to continue to unfold for me over the next 
several months and probably years.”

McGuiness’s office, as Delawareans learned during 
her criminal corruption trial, was characterized by dis-
organization and chaos. Many witnesses claimed  

McGuiness created a hostile work environment. York 
said in the short time Greenhouse has held the position, 
he’s turned the ship around.

“I’ve actually had a chance to meet with staff and I 
found them both enthusiastic, looking to do the work, 
and, quite honestly, I believe they’re looking forward to 
a period of calm,” York said.

Her first order of business is filling vacancies. The  
office is authorized for up to 27 employees, but there are 
currently only 21 on the payroll.

“That’s including myself, the deputy, the chief of staff, 
and the policy analyst, plus a fiscal officer and an HR 
person,” York said. “So there’s six people right off the 
bat who aren’t auditing—not that that’s a problem, but 
what it suggests is we don’t have enough staff under-
neath that.” The result, she said, is an office that is  
“underpowered.” She wants to address that first, then 
consider adding new positions. 

York selected Erik Raser-Schramm to serve as her 
chief of staff. Raser-Schramm spent the past two years 
as deputy chief administrative officer to New Castle 
County Executive Matt Meyer. 
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Woodbridge cited for success 
teaching non-English speakers
BY JAREK RUTZ

A handful of first-graders in a Woodbridge District 
school laughed and cheered Tuesday as they—in  
English—guessed what sorts of things can be found in 
a museum. The goal of the small-group session at Wood-
bridge Early Childhood Education Center, which serves 
a large portion of students learning English, is to build 
students’ vocabulary and help them comfortably identify 
a word they already know in Spanish.

The school is one of 10 in Delaware named a 2022  
National Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
Recognized School for the extraordinary success of its 
students. Others include:

• Academia Antonia Alonso, Charter School
•  Austin Baltz Elementary School, Red Clay Consoli-

dated School District

•  Claymont Elementary School, Brandywine School 
District

•  Harry Eisenberg Elementary School, Colonial School 
District

• Laurel Elementary School, Laurel School District
•  Lewes Elementary School, Cape Henlopen School 

District
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•  Pleasantville Elementary School, Colonial School 
District

•  West Seaford Elementary School, Seaford School 
District

•  Kathleen Wilbur Elementary School, Colonial 
School District

Woodbridge, however, was singled out and named a 
Distinguished School. Woodbridge Principal Dane 
Sears choked up when talking about how proud he is of 
his school.

“It was our goal to do right by all students here,” Sears 
said. “We wanted to put Woodbridge on the map. I’m 
proud to say we have.”

The school, off Sussex Highway in Greenwood, serves 
594 students ranging from preschool to the second 
grade. The 153 students at the school who are learning 
English are referred to as Multi-Language Learners, the 
latest term for English language learners. It’s considered 
more holistic and inclusive. They represent 25% of the 
student body. This creates unique opportunities for the 
school to staff and create curriculum around the needs 
of its students, Sears said.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://www.wilmingtonfriends.org/community
https://townsquaredelaware.com/woodbridge-award-teaching-non-english-speakers/
https://www.eseanetwork.org/ds
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School sensory room aims to build 
disabled students’ skills
BY JAREK RUTZ

A New Castle County school has debuted a sensory 
room designed to help disabled students better recog-
nize things they see, hear and touch, and become more 
confident in acting on that information.

Colonial School District’s John G. Leach School is 
home to 88 special needs students, ranging in age from 
3 to 22. Their needs range widely, one reason Principal 
Ginny Schreppler says the school continues to push itself 
to be at the cutting edge of specialized education with 
things like a sensory room.

“We are a restrictive environment, but that’s because 
every single one of our students here has needs and they 
are the 1% of the population,” she said. “We can provide 
a really high staff-to-student ratio and intensive wrap-
around and therapeutic services.”

That ratio is three to one.

The school’s new sensory room, which cost about 
$22,500, was converted from a storage room. Most of 
that money was used to purchase the equipment that 
fills out the room, including the main attraction, a comfy 
lounge chair with a high-tech component.
WHAT’S IN THE SENSORY ROOM?

About two feet from the chair is a large box speaker 
that plays music and is wired to send vibrations to the 
chair that build and fall with the rhythm of the song. It’s 
not just gentle classical tones. The music includes artists 
such as the Foo Fighters and Nirvana, or anything else 
a student requests or likes.
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The event hopes to help address the state’s teacher 
shortage, increase parental involvement in schools and 
allow parents to fully access the information they need 
to make the best decisions for their children.

“Given the challenges facing public education with 
both staff shortages and declining enrollment, the DE 
connectED is an amazing opportunity to collaborate 
with K-12 educators,” said Jeff Menzer, superintendent 
of Colonial.

“We have incredible opportunities in our Delaware 
public schools, district and charter across the state, and 
we have incredible opportunities to work in them,” said 
Kendall Massett, executive director of the Delaware 
Charter Schools Network.

“Say you want to be a board member but don’t know 
what the heck that even means or entails, this will help 
you find out,” Massett said. “And for parents who want 
to get involved but might not want to run for a board 

DE connectED to host schools, 
community event at Riverfront
BY JAREK RUTZ

A new education group will hold a multi-level event in 
Wilmington on Saturday Dec. 10, to help people find 
jobs in schools, register students for school and learn 
about public school options they may not know about.

The ultimate goal for DE connectED—the name of 
the group and the Saturday event at Wilmington’s Riv-
erfront Market—is to make the community more aware 
of what’s available and how they can be involved.

One station will focus on how people can run for school 
boards or volunteer to be part of the many committees 
that school boards operate. Another will talk about 
adult education. From 12:30–3 p.m., 29 district and 
charter schools from across Delaware will have repre-
sentatives on the top floor of the market, located at 3 S. 
Orange St., next to Banks Seafood.

DE connectED is sponsored by Colonial School  
District, Delaware Charter Schools Network and the 
Department of Education. 
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seat, the committees at these schools are something the 
public must be a part of.”

This is the inaugural DE connectED event. Massett 
hopes to have another one in the spring. 

The organization’s core belief is that for Delaware 
public schools to provide the foundation that students 
need to succeed in life, they must be connected to each 
other, incredible educators and staff, engaged families 
and invested community members, its website says.

“There are so many incredible opportunities that not 
enough people know about,” Massett said. 

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://www.banksseafoodkitchen.com/
http://www.colonialschooldistrict.org/
http://www.colonialschooldistrict.org/
https://decharternetwork.org/
https://education.delaware.gov/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/deconnected-schools-community-event-riverfront/
https://www.fseactionfund.org/subscribe
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Enrollment in state charters went 
up 5.1% during pandemic
BY JAREK RUTZ

Over the course of the pandemic, enrollment in Dela-
ware charter schools increased 5.10%, while traditional 
public schools’ student body dropped 1.14%. That’s  
according to a report published in November by the 
National Alliance for Public Charter Schools. It found that 
traditional public schools lost students in nearly every 
state. The First State’s traditional public schools lost 
1,423 students from 2019 to 2022, according to the report.

“We weren’t surprised to see that,” said Kendall Massett, 
executive director of the Delaware Charter Schools  
Network. Delaware charters generally are limited to a 
specific number of students when the state approves them.

During the past three years, Massett pointed out,  
several charter schools in the state, such as Odyssey and 
Newark charters, were granted expansions. 

“Those charters had already had a waitlist, and that 
never went away, so they gained students once their  
expansion request was granted,” she said. 

In fall 2020, another charter, Sussex Montessori 
School, opened its doors, which Massett said led to ad-
ditional students leaving district schools for the charter 
alternative. 

Not all charter schools are so lucky. Great Oaks  
Charter School, which has a lot of underprivileged  
students, saw its enrollment drop for many reasons and is 
now waiting for the state to say whether it will have to close.

Every year of the pandemic, Delaware’s charter school 
enrollment has gone up. There are 18,223 students who 
go to charters, a little over 12% of the public school  
population, according to Massett. But Massett doesn’t 
believe charter schools are the main actors in attracting 
students away from traditional public schools. 

“We also saw private school numbers go up, and  
homeschool numbers go up,” she said, citing enrollment 
spikes in Saint Mark’s High School and Wilmington 
Friends School. 
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Meet Ashley Lockwood, Delaware’s 
2023 Teacher of the Year
BY JAREK RUTZ

Delaware’s teacher of the year didn’t set out to be an 
educator. Ashley Lockwood chose to earn a bachelor of 
arts in sociology from the University of Delaware in 
2010. She planned to focus on how children interact 
with each other and develop.

After graduation, she returned home to Seaford with-
out a job and was trying to decide what her next steps 
would be. “It was definitely a period of transition,” she 
said. 

After her mom suggested she try substitute teaching, 
Lockwood returned to the Seaford School District,  
subbing in several schools.

“That’s when I decided that I wanted to become a 
teacher,” she said. “That’s what I wanted to do. There 
was no other career that could connect you with  
students the way that teaching does.” 

Lockwood believes her passion for educational equity 
is why she took home the 2023 Delaware Teacher of the 
Year award. 

“I teach in a classroom with a lot of students from 
multilingual backgrounds,” Lockwood said, “so all of 
those experiences definitely lend to my platform of 
wanting to close the gap for underserved populations of 
students.”
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COVID-19 doesn’t just crash holiday get-togethers — it cancels 
them. So whatever you’re celebrating this season, make sure 
you’ve gotten your bivalent booster and follow these other 

steps to stay safe and leave COVID out in the cold.  

Stay home if you’re sick.
Get vaccinated and boosted. 

Get tested before and after gatherings.
Wear a mask when cases are high.  

Don’t let COVID-19 freeze 
your holiday season.

For more information, 
visit de.gov/holidays.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://www.udel.edu/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/meet-ashley-lockwood-delaware-23-teacher-of-year/
https://coronavirus.delaware.gov/holiday-recommendations/


23

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

As A.I. du Pont High enrollment 
dropped, so did test scores
BY JAREK RUTZ

As enrollment declined at A.I. du Pont High School 
starting in 2008, the percentage of minority students 
and English Language Learners rose dramatically while 
test scores dropped steadily. That year, the school  
enrolled 1,492 students. Today, just 680 students are en-
rolled at A.I.

In 2008, the student body was 24.1% Black, 11.8% His-
panic and 60.2% white, according to state report card 
archives. This year, 44.4% of the school’s enrollment is 
Black, 35.7% are Hispanic and 15.7% are white.  The 
percentage of English Language Learners rose from 
5.6% of students to today’s 15.44%. The number of 
low-income students increased 13.5%. 

“I do not believe enrollment is in any way connected 
to test scores,” said Principal Kevin Palladinetti.

Mark Pruitt, director of secondary schools at Red Clay, 
said any comparison of test scores needed to be taken 
with a grain of salt because of the pandemic.

“There’s going to be a dip in every school in the state, 
and probably the country,” he said. “It’s been very diffi-
cult to get good data.”

But the school’s struggles didn’t start with the pandemic. 
Data from 2008 to 2018—all before the pandemic—
showed SAT scores and reading and math proficiency 
declined. Palladinetti pointed out that enrollment didn’t 
fall 54% overnight.

“The enrollment drop has been very gradual over 
time, so the impact in the building isn’t as dramatic as 
people assume,” he said. “We’re talking about a 10- to 
11-year period of time here, so it’s been slow and steady.”

It’s easier for families with multiple children to send 
their children to the same school and that has meant 
A.I. High often didn’t lose just one student to another 
school—it also lost that student’s siblings and family 
members.
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Part of Davis’s role on the committee is to interview 
students on their opinions of various school policies, 
then let them share ideas to improve the school.  The 
committee will meet twice a month. 

At its first meeting last week, group members took 
turns sharing reasons they love William Penn and are 
proud to call it their home. 

“I think it’s great, and the formation of the committee 
shows that students actually care about the building 
and they want to make change,” said junior Adrianna 
Hutton, who’s on the committee and also serves as the 
student representative on Colonial’s school board. 

Her main concern with William Penn is the school 
doesn’t offer many community events to bring students 
together.

William Penn High forms student 
advocacy group
BY JAREK RUTZ

When William Penn High School senior Ethan  
Davis visits his alma mater next year, he hopes to see 
student-led changes driven by a group founded two 
weeks ago. The group, which includes Davis and nine of 
his schoolmates, is called the Student Voice Committee. 

The committee’s purpose, according to Davis, is to 
advocate for students and recommend policy that will 
create a healthy and happy environment for students.

“If there is a certain aspect of rules or regulations or 
something that the school is doing wrong, we as the 
students can provide our insight so that the adults can 
take our wants and needs into consideration,” Davis said. 

“At the end of the day, they’re preparing kids for the 
future, so what better way to do that than talk to the 
kids who are here today?” CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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Winter viruses & kids: Difficulty 
breathing? Seek help
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Delaware’s public health agency already has identified 
4,274 lab-confirmed cases of influenza—significantly 
more than the entire 2021-2022 flu season. It’s confirmed 
718 confirmed cases of RSV, and the state’s seven-day 
average for new COVID cases is 164, up from 106 a 
month ago. Welcome to the tripledemic health officials 
have been warning about.

All three viruses have similar systems: congestion, 
runny nose, sneezing, coughing and fever—and all three 
can cause difficulty breathing, something particularly 
concerning for children with their smaller airways.

All this has parents wondering: When does my child 
need to get medical attention? The answer: When in 
doubt, it’s better to be safe than sorry.

The moment a child shows signs of difficulty breath-
ing, it’s time to go to the emergency room, said Dr. 
Heather Bittner Fagan, a family medicine physician at 
ChristianaCare Primary Care at Darley Green in Clay-
mont.

“For the layperson, I would imagine it would be very 
difficult to discern the difference between these three 
viruses,” Fagan said. But for the parent, “it’s not so cru-
cial for them to know which of three illnesses it is,” she 
said. “If their child has a respiratory illness, the key to 
understand is how that child is breathing.”

For mild symptoms like low fevers, congestion or  
runny noses, parents should check temperatures, famil-
iarize themselves with the appropriate dosages of fever 

reducers and ensure their child remains hydrated. A 
parent knows when it’s time to take their child to see a 
pediatrician, but if they’re not able to get an appoint-
ment—something that can be difficult for first-time  
patients—parents should go to an urgent care center or 
a hospital emergency room. 

Fagan said most pediatricians and family doctors will 
prioritize sick children. Even so, if parents find them-
selves in a position where they can’t get in to see their 
doctor, or they’re new to the area and don’t yet have a 
doctor, the next best options are walk-in clinics and the 
emergency room.

“And as much as we all want to be stewards of the  
resources of care, if you have a child in front of you that 
is sick and you’re not sure how sick they are and you’re 
worried, then that’s absolutely a reason to bring them in 
and let someone else decide,” Fagan said.

What to do and where to go is a hot topic right now on 
Facebook parenting groups. When a parent with a sick 
child asks other parents for help, one of the common 
complaints is that they can’t get an appointment with 
their pediatrician or family doctor.

The parents will often debate the qualities of various 
urgent care offices, but many are suggesting people try 
ChristianaCare’s new 24/7 pediatric care center. Locat-
ed on the first floor of ChristianaCare’s Center for 
Women’s & Children’s Health at 4755 Ogletown Stanton 
Road in Newark, the pediatric center provides hospital- 
based, non-trauma emergency and inpatient care.

Because it’s new, parents say, it’s often less crowded 
and quicker than other urgent care options.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/rsv-covid-flu-virus/
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27

Sports

Photo by Nick Halliday

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/


28

Riders and Spartans rekindle mat feud

BY BENNY MITCHELL

Caesar Rodney and Saint Mark’s last met on the wres-
tling mat in 2015. Prior to that, the two teams met in 
the Division I dual meet state championship 11 times, 
dating back to 1997 with the Riders winning seven of 
those matches. The two teams also met in a couple of 
semifinal matches as well as two regular season duals.

Ironically, it is two young head coaches that got the 
two teams back on the mat—first-year head coach Trey 
Mitchell and Saint Mark’s second year head coach Cam 
Butler.

Mitchell said he had a dual opening on his schedule 
this fall and as he looked around for a match the Spar-
tans kept coming to mind.

“Growing up watching a lot of CR and Saint Mark’s 
matches, there is a lot of tradition and I like what Cam 
is doing over there, I like what he is doing with his team, 
they’re tough and I want my guys to wrestle the best 
competition in the state,” Mitchell said.

Even though the two teams are now in different divi-
sions in the state, Mitchell reached out to Butler and 
proposed having the two traditional state powerhouse 
programs in a dual meet.

“I was very happy when Trey reached out to me about 
the dual, you can only get better when you wrestle the 
best guys,” Butler said.
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BY JASON WINCHELL

Delaware LIVE preseason basketball & 
wrestling team rankings
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Friends rely on Tattersall for 
trip to finals
BY GLENN FRAZER

As I walked on the field before the game, I nearly 
slipped and fell several times. I knew then the rain-
drenched conditions at the “graveyard” would play a 
pivotal role in the semifinal between Wilmington 
Friends and Saint Mark’s. Any advantage the home 
team Spartans might have had with their “speedy” run-
ning backs was neutralized. T-J Martin carried the ball 
five times in the first half for one yard, while Donovan 
Artis had one attempt for minus one yard. They both 
struggled to gain a “foothold”, losing the ability to make 
precise moves and accelerate. The Quakers from the 
“woods of Alapocas” leaned on quarterback Robby Tat-
tersall with his 6-5, 210-pound frame, and he would 
lead the way to a 14-0 victory.

Both teams played exceptional defense in the opening 
half as the game was scoreless. The best scoring oppor-
tunity came with 10 minutes left in the second quarter 
when the Quakers had a first-and-goal at the Saint Mark’s 

eight-yard. Tattersall ran for a yard on first down, and 
dove inside the five on the next play to set up third-and-
goal at the three. Artis wrapped up Tattersall around 
ankles with Mas Paoli hitting him up high to make it 
fourth and goal at the two. The Spartans “goal-line 
stand” was complete when Tattersall ran right into the 
arms of Luke DeKay short of the one-yard line, thus 
turning the ball over on downs. 

Tattersall ended the first half with 17 carries for 50 
yards, and completed seven of 13 pass attempts for 53 
yards as he personally outgained Saint Mark’s with 103 
yards to seven. The Spartans managed just 12 plays 
against the Quakers defense.

The third quarter began with the Spartans forcing 
Wilmington Friends to punt after a “three-and-out”. 
That’s when the momentum quickly shifted as the punt 
caromed off the helmet of return specialist Paoli and 
bounced right into the arms of Colin Harron at the 

Saint Marks 25. Seven plays later, Friends had a second 
and goal at the one-yard line. Once again DeKay came 
up with a stop on Tattersall to force third and goal as 
the Spartans “D” would not quit. After a procedure pen-
alty backed up the Quakers to the six, it looked as though 
the game would remain scoreless. On the next play,  
Tattersall rolled right and found 6-6 Ishmael Dobson 
open in the end zone for the touchdown. Alessio  
Christianetti-Walker’s PAT was good for a 7-0 lead with 
4:43 left in the third quarter.

Saint Mark’s went three and out on the ensuing pos-
session, punting into the strong wind and the Quakers 
took over at the 36. It took just four plays for Friends to 
score again as Tattersall ran in from 20 yards out for a 
two-score advantage, 14-0.

Entering the fourth quarter, Wilmington Friends had 
executed a total of 46 offensive plays to just 16 for the 
Spartans. The best chance Saint Mark’s had to get on 
the board came with five minutes left in the game when 
Chase Patalano converted a fourth down pass to Tahj 
Johnson for 19 yards and then connected with Logan 
Klein for 24 yards. However the drive stalled and the 
Quakers ran out the clock to gain the win.

The Quakers limited the Spartans to 52 yards of  
offense with Patalano accounting for 43 of those yards 
on the two fourth quarter passes. Meanwhile, Tattersall 
rushed for 129 yards on 32 carries and completed 11 of 
21 passes for another 87 yards. He touched the ball on 
all but three of the Quakers’ 56 plays in the game. Need-
less to say, he was our NFHS / 302 Sports Player-of-the-
Game. 
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CEO, Bryan Shupe  /  302-542-9231  /  shupe@delawarelive.com
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