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Brew HaHa!’s new Avenue North 
shop to open Monday

BY BETSY PRICE

Brew HaHa! opened its latest coffee shop in Avenue 
North on Oct. 3, with decor designed to evoke a 1970s 
Upper West Side apartment in New York. The shop will 
be one of the new elements of Avenue North’s $300  
million redevelopment of former Astra Zeneca property 
off U.S. 202 that aims to provide a work-play-live envi-
ronment.

Developers Delle Donne & Associates wanted to focus 
on local brands and reached out to Brew HaHa! owner 
Alisa Morkides to see if she was interested.

“They didn’t want a Starbucks or chain,” she said. 
“And they basically made us an offer we couldn’t refuse.”

BREW HAHA!’S LOCAL FLAVOR
Brew HaHa!’s nearby Concord Pike location needed 

updating, and Morkides—who has been on quite the 
tear upgrading her locations, particularly in Greenville 
and Trolley Square—loved the idea of being part of the 
Avenue North project.

The new shop, at 1000 Renaissance Way across from 
Fairfax Shopping Center, will include a 4,000-square-
foot interior, a 1,400-square-foot three-season patio with 
Space Age stylings and a conference room.

Community
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Mount Pleasant wins contest to 
perform ‘Frozen: The Musical’

BY JAREK RUTZ

Mount Pleasant High School will “let it snow” next 
spring, as it’s the only school in Delaware to be awarded 
licensing rights to perform Disney’s “Frozen” on stage.
The school’s drama program will perform each night at 
7 p.m. from March 30 through April 1. There will also 
be a matinee performance at 2 p.m. on April 1.

Fifty-one schools—one in each U.S. state and another 
in Germany—won production rights through a contest 
organized by the Educational Theatre Association, 
Disney Theatrical Group and Music Theatre Interna-
tional. The contest, called “The United States of Frozen: 
Love as an Open Door,” evaluated three aspects of 
schools’ theater programs: diversity and inclusion,  
community outreach and capacity to include a live or-
chestra as part of its production.

Mount Pleasant has the orchestra, and Chris Turner, 
the school’s drama director, said it has an amazing track 
record of inclusion, too. 

“Our school is about 65% minority students,” Turner 
said. “We have one of the higher rates of kids within the 
LGBTQ community within our program and our  
theater program allows them to find their place and to 
find their voice.”

In terms of outreach, Turner said the school has al-
ways tried to make it a welcoming space for everyone. 

“We don’t believe you have to be really into drama to 
want to participate in the production, and that’s every-
thing from being onstage and backstage as well,” he 
said. “So we work very hard to market what we do to 
everyone within the community.”

Brian Drumbore, Mount Pleasant’s band director, 
said Disney provided a 21-piece orchestra score.

Community
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Election  
Day is  
November 8.
Elections.Delaware.gov
(302) 739-4277

You have a voice. Be heard! Election Day is 

approaching quickly. Make sure you’re ready. 

If you’re not yet registered, the Department of 

Elections can help you register to vote. You can 

find out who’s on the ballot, find your voting 

location, and learn the ways you can vote.

Register. Prepare. Vote.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://schooltheatre.org/
https://disneyonbroadway.com/
https://www.mtishows.com/
https://www.mtishows.com/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/mount-pleasant-frozen-the-musical/
https://elections.delaware.gov/?utm_source=de-live&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=de-dept-elections&utm_content=third-page
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Forward Journey: 
Programs for young 
severely disabled adults

BY BETSY PRICE

The only Delaware agency that offers day programs for young adults with multiple 
and severe disabilities has changed its name and is holding a COVID-delayed open 
house to show off a facility that was new in 2020.

Forward Journey Adult Day Services, founded in 2006 in a church Sunday School 
room, was formerly known as C.E.R.T.S., or Collaborative Effort to Reinforce Tran-
sition Success. It began when parents—whose children at 21 would age out of their 
school system programs—started looking for their children’s next step.

“The world kind of turns upside down,” said Cindy Jenkins, whose son Matthew 
has been in the program for 14 years.

Those parents didn’t like what little they could find, which strongly resembled 
warehousing kids in a large room with hospital beds. Instead, the parents began 
searching for providers who might be willing to offer something with more support 
and programming. They didn’t get far. So they did it themselves.
FORWARD JOURNEY’S GENESIS

The first site opened in North Wilmington’s Lutheran Church of the Good Shep-
herd. Every Friday, the program had to pick up all its equipment so the room for could 
be used on Sunday. On Mondays, they’d come in early to bring everything back out.

“We started with four people and then we got to eight, and that room was too 
small,” said Vivian Turner, executive director of Forward Journey.

In 2011, the program moved to a larger site, and then again in 2013. Along the way, 
it expanded to Kent County with a Smyrna location. Finally, it moved in 2020 to a 
larger headquarters in New Castle County in the New Castle Corporate Commons.

Six weeks later, the pandemic shut everything down.
It now has 32 participants—22 in New Castle and 10 in Smyrna—and expects to 

quickly add another 17. The average age of their clients is 32. Most clients cannot 
communicate verbally, but some can signal yes, no and other things. They often need 
assistance with eating and using the toilet. Many have several medical issues that 
require high levels of support.

Matthew Jenkins, for example, had a cerebral hemorrhage before he was born. He’s 
nonverbal, but can signal yes, no and that he’s hungry. He has been diagnosed with 
hydrocephalus, seizures, cerebral palsy and, recently, rheumatoid arthritis and acid 
reflux. He can walk short distances with support. If Forward Journey didn’t exist, he 
would have to stay at home, where he would have few activities and little interaction 
with the outside world.

“At home, he’s very bored because we can’t entertain him like they do,” said Cindy 
Jenkins, who also chairs the nonprofit’s board. She credits the program with helping 
Matthew become happier than he ever was at Christiana High School and with im-
proving his ability to walk further. It also gives him something to look forward to.

Jenkins said her son likes the program so much that he won’t try to stand up and 
head to bed until they tell him he’s going to the program the next morning.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/forward-journey-programs-young-severely-disabled/
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New owners of 
Griswold Home 
Care didn’t see 
this coming

BY BETSY PRICE

A year ago, Carrie and Patrick Gray received a text 
out of the blue asking if they were interested in buying 
a home care business.

“Whaaaaaaaaattttt,” they both thought.
“Say yes and let’s see what this is all about,” Patrick 

told Carrie.
That set off a year-long process that ended Sept. 30, 

when their deal to buy Griswold Home Care of New 
Castle County closed, a few days shy of that Oct. 3, 2021 
email. They declined to reveal the price.

Now the couple will frequently be going to work to-
gether for the first time in their marriage, with Carrie 
as CEO handling the back office and Patrick as chief 
operations officer handling the day-to-day work. It will 

mean a few changes for the couple that’s been married 
for 16 years.

One evening recently after working together at Gris-
wold’s Kirkwood Highway Office, Carrie turned to  
Patrick to ask, as she usually did, “How was your day?” 
and then quickly added, “Oh, wait. I know how your 
day was.”

The couple had known for a while that they wanted to 
buy a business. When the call came, Patrick immedi-
ately speculated that it was Griswold, because they had 
known owner Anne Eidschun for years through the 
Rotary Club and other civic groups.

Eidschun had retired from one job a decade ago when 
she decided she wasn’t ready to quit working and be-
came interested in home health care. She was chosen by 
its retiring owner to take over.

“I think if you don’t have a passion for serving others, 
you’re not going to get into this business,” Patrick said. 
“And if you truly feel that, it doesn’t necessarily feel like 
a business or a chore when you have the ability to help 
the people what we serve on a daily basis.”

Business
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https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/new-owners-of-griswold-home-care/
https://bit.ly/34swWML


9

Government

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/


10

Delaware Supreme Court to hear 
vote-by-mail appeal Thursday

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The Delaware Supreme Court on Thursday will con-
sider whether the state’s new mail-in voting law violates 
the Delaware Constitution. The Department of Elec-
tions appealed an earlier ruling from the Delaware 
Court of Chancery deeming the law unconstitutional.

“My injunction in this matter was compelled by an 
advisory decision from five decades ago that, in turn, 
cited precedent from eight decades ago,” wrote Vice 
Chancellor Nathan Cook in a subsequent opinion.

The Supreme Court will now decide if that precedent 
should be observed, or if the court should set a new legal 
precedent by ruling the new voting method constitu-
tional. If the earlier ruling is upheld, the Department of 
Elections will have to notify mail-in ballot applicants 
that they need to vote in person in November’s general 
election.

BACKGROUND
Last month, Cook ruled that the way mail-in voting 

became law put it at odds with the state Constitution 
and that it cannot be used in November’s general elec-
tion. In an 87-page opinion, Cook said he relied on legal 
precedent: A 1972 Supreme Court advisory opinion 
that said it is “beyond the power of the Legislature” to 
limit or expand the list of reasons an elector can cast an 
absentee ballot without a constitutional amendment.

“Thus, if I were writing on a blank slate, I would likely 
conclude that the Vote-by-Mail Statute is not prohibited 
by the Delaware Constitution,” Cook wrote. 

But the Supreme Court’s advisory opinion cited case 
law from 1939 and 1942, and, so, Cook said, “I am not 
writing on a blank slate.” It’s not for him to revisit those 
cases, he said. That’s a matter for the Supreme Court.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
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Family of Wilmington robbery, 
assault victim speaks out

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Wilmington jewelry store owner Chang Suh, 68, was 
tending his shop on Sept. 15 when a man—he presumed 
a customer—appeared at the front door. Suh had  
installed a security system that required him to buzz 
each patron in. His store sold high-dollar jewelry, after 
all, and the area had developed a bit of a reputation for 
crime. But the person he buzzed in that day didn’t plan 
to buy jewelry. Quite the opposite, in fact.

It was violent repeat offender Calvin Ushery, 39, armed 
with a hammer, pistol and an empty bag.

According to Suh’s son, and security camera footage, 
Ushery pistolwhipped Suh three times. He fell to the 
ground and laid there before Ushery hopped the counter 
and stomped on Suh’s head. Ushery bludgeoned Suh, 
striking him 28 times in all, the final two, with a hammer.

Then, Ushery emptied the contents of the display  
cases into his bag. One piece of jewelry after another, he 
stole Suh’s hard-earned inventory, and with it, Suh’s 
livelihood.

Against all odds, Suh survived, and even managed to 
call 911 to report the burglary. When police arrived, he 

Government

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

spoke with them briefly before falling unconscious. He 
was rushed to the hospital where he spent four days in 
the intensive care unit. He suffered an internal head 
bleed and a severe concussion.

A week later, Ushery was arrested and charged with 
possession of a firearm during the commission of a  
felony, robbery in the first degree, possession of a fire-
arm by a person prohibited and criminal mischief  
under $5,000. He was arraigned and jailed on a $130,500 
cash-only bail.

The estimated value of the stolen jewelry is more than 
$100,000. According to the victim’s family, only about 
10 to 15 percent has been recovered and they don’t  
expect to recover any more.

Fast-forward to Wednesday, and Suh is still on the 
long road to recovery.  He’s spent weeks at a rehabilita-
tion facility, where he’s relearning the basics: walking, 
reading and talking.

It’s a horrifying story, and sadly, one that’s become all 
too common in crime-ridden parts of the state.

That’s why Wilmington City Council members James 
Spadola and Maria Cabrera held a press conference out-
side of Solid Gold Jewelers Wednesday. 

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/wilmington-robbery-assault-solid-gold-jewelers/
https://www.wilmingtonfriends.org/community
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Sportsmen object to Jennings’ 
backing of gun purchase code
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The leader of Delaware’s largest firearm advocacy group 
says a letter penned by the state’s attorney general  
Monday is just another example of her desire to go after 
Delawareans’ guns. 

“There are certain people who just do not feel that  
everybody has the right to own a gun,” said Jeff Hague, 
president of the Delaware State Sportsmen’s Associa-
tion. “This is all part of an attempt, in my mind, to ban 
firearms totally from the American public.”

Attorney General Kathy Jennings announced Monday 
that Delaware is leading a multi-state coalition of attor-
neys general in support of the world’s largest credit card 
companies’ adoption of a new merchant category code 
for the sale of firearms and ammunition. 

“This step by the world’s largest credit card compa-
nies equips law enforcement with a valuable tool to track 
illegal gun purchases—including the gun trafficking 

that drives gun violence in communities across this 
country,” Jennings said in a press release.

Meanwhile, 24 Republican attorneys general from 
throughout the country have issued their own letter 
warning against the move.

“Be advised that we will marshal the full scope of our 
lawful authority to protect our citizens and consumers 
from unlawful attempts to undermine their constitu-
tional rights,” the Republican letter to the CEOs of Visa, 
Mastercard and American Express says. “Please keep 
that in mind as you consider whether to proceed with 
adopting and implementing this Merchant Category 
Code.”

Government
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https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://dssa.us/
https://dssa.us/
https://delawarelive.com/ag-jennings-hails-credit-card-tracking-gun-sales/
https://www.facebook.com/benvenutomilford
http://debreastcancer.org/
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State retirees protest Carney 
admin’s Medicare Advantage plan

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Delaware state government retirees gathered in Wilm-
ington Tuesday with a message for Gov. John Carney 
and his political appointees: “Keep your hands off our 
Medicare.”

The crowd of mostly senior citizens planned to  
protest outside the Carvel State Office Building, where 
the governor, attorney general and New Castle County 
lawmakers have offices. Rain forced them indoors to 
the city and county council chambers, one building 
over. It was there that they reiterated their disdain for 
the state’s plan to shift retirees and pensioners from 
original Medicare to a new, “specially tailored” Medicare 
Advantage plan.

The event was organized by the newly-formed Retir-
ees Investing in Social Equity Delaware, or RISE. The 

group represents former state employees, many of whom 
say the reason they were willing to sacrifice private- 
sector wages and dedicate their working lives to the 
state was the promise of lucrative benefits upon their 
retirement. Now they’ve made it to the finish line, and 
many feel the rug is being pulled out from beneath their 
feet at a time when the government claims record  
budget surpluses. 

RISE is helmed by outgoing Rep. John Kowalko, 
D-Newark, New Castle County councilwoman Lisa 
Diller, former state Sen. Karen Peterson, D-Christiana, 
and others.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/state-retirees-protest-medicare-advantage/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/delaware-retirees-health-insurance/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/delawares-2023-budget-signed-starts-july-1/
https://www.dtcc.edu/
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Transparency advocates: 
Update FOIA for 21st century
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Government transparency advocates say there’s no 
reason in 2022 that public information should be as  
difficult to access as it is in Delaware.

“At the root of democracy in Delaware and in the 
United States is citizens’ access to government informa-
tion—and not just access, but easy access,” said Charlie 
Copeland, co-director of the Caesar Rodney Institute’s 
Center for Analysis of Delaware’s Economy & Govern-
ment Spending. Copeland and others are advocating 
for updates to Delaware’s Freedom of Information 
Act, commonly referred to as “FOIA.”

FOIA is a series of laws designed to guarantee that the 
public has access to public bodies and their records. 
Journalists often make FOIA requests to compare  
statements made by politicians and bureaucrats against 
official documents. In other cases, the government may 
wish to not publicize information that could draw  

negative attention, and FOIA can help gain access to 
that information.

FOIA isn’t just useful to journalists. Parents may use 
it to request information about a public school’s curric-
ulum, for example. Concerned citizens may make  
requests to determine how much money has been spent 
on a local road construction project. Meeting attendees 
could file a complaint alleging a violation at a meeting, 
as Wilmington Charter parents recently did, or as a 
constituent in Indian River School District did last year.

Despite the access it provides, many government 
transparency advocates say the process is unreasonably 
cumbersome, government agencies frequently falsely 
claim exemptions for information and the penalties for 
violating the law are inconsequential.

Government
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kennyfamilystores @kennyfamstores

Pumpkin Everything

Well, and apples and pears. 

Family owned and operated,
Kenny Family Shoprites of Delaware
are proud to have been nourishing our 
community for more than 25  years. 

Whether you’re craving fresh apple cider
or looking for the perfect snack to take to or looking for the perfect snack to take to 
the tailgate, we’ve got you covered.

We look forward to seeing you as you
fill up on all the best flavors of fall.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://delcode.delaware.gov/title29/c100/index.html
https://delcode.delaware.gov/title29/c100/index.html
https://townsquaredelaware.com/red-clay-board-votes-to-do-compliance-review-of-wilmington-charter/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/doj-says-indian-river-violated-freedom-of-information-rules/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/update-delaware-foia-transparency/
http://kennyfamilystores.com/
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Wilmington City 
Councilwoman 
Loretta Walsh to 
resign

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Longtime Wilmington City Councilwoman Loretta 
Walsh will resign in October, she announced Sept. 28. 
Walsh, who served as an at-large council member for  
30 years, cited poor health as the reason for her resigna-
tion.

“I love this city so much, and I am so proud to have 
been both a participant and a leader in helping to shape 
and grow Wilmington since I first moved here 50 years 
ago,” Walsh said in a press statement.

First elected in 1985, she served until 1997 and again 
from 2004 until now. She served as president pro tempo-
re between 2017 and 2018. Prior to joining the council, 
Walsh was the first woman to serve as chief deputy in 
the New Castle County Sheriff ’s Office.

Council President Trippi Congo thanked Walsh for 
her decades of service.

“When we talked, she was in good spirits and health, 
but she realizes that she has to make her health a prior-
ity at the moment,” Congo said. “Lately, she hasn’t been 
able to participate the way she was elected to, so she’s 
resigning. I wish her continued good health.”

The council is requesting letters of interest for the va-
cancy left by Walsh, whose term was set to expire in 
2024. Because the vacancy will occur in an at-large seat, 
a new member may come from any place in the city but 
must be a member of the Democratic Party—the same 
political party as Walsh.

To qualify to fill the vacancy, an applicant must be 25 
years or older, a citizen of the United States, and a qual-
ified elector of the city for at least one year. Residents 
interested in filling the vacancy have until Nov. 10, 
2022, to email resumes, letters of intent and a copy of 
their driver’s license or state-issued identification to: 
CouncilVacancy@wilmingtonde.gov.

Applicants may also mail the required information to: 
Wilmington City Council, Louis L. Redding City/
County Building, 800 N. French Street, 9th Floor, 
Wilmington, DE 19801.

Government
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BACK TO THE PEOPLE!
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Supporting pro-growth, pro-jobs policies, 
and greater transparency and accountability 

in state government.

Stay Informed
Follow us @ABetterDelaware

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://www.wilmingtoncitycouncil.com/council-members/loretta-walsh/
https://www.wilmingtoncitycouncil.com/council-members/loretta-walsh/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/loretta-walsh-resign/
https://www.abetterdelaware.org/?fbclid=IwAR1ClbbuJMum0Cm3I6sVfYS8-2TlcmHus6sS0tdKD3e0mldowF6u4MB1STU


16

Education

Photo by Pixabay

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/


17

Nat’l group wants teachers 
educated about union alternatives
BY JAREK RUTZ

Opt Out Today, a national campaign to encourage 
teachers and other government workers to leave their 
unions, is ramping up its presence in the First State. So 
far, 69 Delawareans—mostly teachers—have left their 
union through the program, said Hunter Tower, direc-
tor of Freedom Foundation Pennsylvania.

The Freedom Foundation’s stated mission is to batter 
“the entrenched power of left-wing government union 
bosses who represent a permanent lobby for bigger  
government, higher taxes and radical social agendas.”

The group started the Opt Out campaign in July 2021. 
Tower said the program is designed to educate public 
sector workers of their rights and options.

“Many teachers don’t even realize there’s an option to 
not be in the union,” he said.

Teachers who have dropped out of their union say 
they were surprised at how much they were paying to 
belong, they didn’t like that their unions supported  
vaccine mandates and they don’t appreciate being told 
who to vote for.

In Delaware, teachers who don’t belong to a union can 
join a national group such as the Association for Amer-
ican Educators, Christian Educators Association Inter-
national or the American Teachers Alliance. Members 
of those associations cannot vote on teacher contracts, 
and that should be a sticking point, said Shelley Mead-
owcroft, director of public relations for the Delaware 
State Education Association, Delaware’s teacher union.

Education
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https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://www.optouttoday.com/
https://www.freedomfoundation.com/
https://www.aaeteachers.org/
https://www.aaeteachers.org/
https://www.dsea.org/
https://www.dsea.org/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/group-wants-teachers-educated-union-alternatives/
https://decharternetwork.org/
https://www.towerhill.org/admission/open-houses-and-tours
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Kindergarten registration: Meet 
state’s new quick process
BY JAREK RUTZ

A new digital and uniform process to register children 
for kindergarten in the First State was unveiled to an 
audience of 25 Tuesday at the Wilmington Public Library. 

“Having a consistent process throughout Delaware  
allows libraries and other agencies to provide quick  
support and assistance to parents who are registering 
their children for school for the very first time,” said Dr. 
Cora Scott, deputy secretary at the state’s Department 
of Education. 

She pointed out that the digital access in Delaware, 
and across the country, has increased since the pan-
demic began. 

“Many school systems now have a one-to-one ratio of 
students to devices, and families are given computers 
through different federal and state programs,” she said. 
“The system also works on mobile phones, and we’ve 

discovered that a lot of families actually do have access 
to the mobile option, even if they don’t have computer 
access.”
WHERE THE REGISTRATION CHANGE ORIGINATED

The change was spurred by a new law passed last year 
by the legislature. It aims to solve the problem many 
parents had complained about. Prior to this, parents 
usually had to go into schools and fill out a stack of  
paper to register a child. If they had more than one 
child, it meant multiple trips to multiple schools.

All forms and documentation regarding kindergarten 
registration will be available online, 24/7, in both  
English and Spanish, with more languages possible in 
the future. 

Education
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Great Oaks Charter’s low 
enrollment leads to state review

BY JAREK RUTZ

Concerns about enrollment numbers at Great Oaks 
Charter School in Wilmington have triggered a formal 
review by the Delaware Department of Education. The 
school serves eighth through 12th grade and has a  
student body of more than 80% Black students.

The review will be conducted by the Charter School 
Accountability Committee to determine if Great Oaks 
has violated terms of its charter. Its authorized enroll-
ment is 325 students, which means the state is sending 
money to Great Oaks under the understanding that it is 
serving that many. Fewer students would mean less 
funding. Great Oaks only has 236 students, 37% fewer 
students than its authorized enrollment, a state press 
release said. 

Jim Mazarakis, chair of the Great Oaks School Board, 
said it was difficult to recruit and maintain students the 
past couple of years because of the pandemic. 

He points out that Great Oaks is primarily serving 
minority and underprivileged students, a fact he hopes 
the state will take into account. 

“We are catering to minority students and many of 
them are highly mobile, whether that be because their 
parent or guardian have lost a job or could not afford to 
stay where they were when they began enrolling with 
us,” he said. The school has lost a number of students 
because their families moved.

“In addition to having more than 90% minority stu-
dents, we also have about 30% of special needs students, 
and we have an excellent staff that is able to cater and 
help those students,” he said. Students are typically 
three or more years behind when they arrive at Great 
Oaks, he said. 

Mazarakis said some of the low enrollment can be  
attributed to the residual effects of the school focusing 
on becoming a high school. 

“This past year, we lost students three different ways,” 
he said. “We eliminated the seventh grade class, so now 
it’s eight through 12 since we lost a grade. Then we grad-
uated our first class of 12th graders, so we lost 60  
students there.” Finally, he said, more than 30 students 
left Great Oaks this year to enroll in a vocational school. 

“So what the board decided to do, in conjunction with 
the administration, is to add vocational opportunities…
so we don’t lose as many students who go down that 
track,” he said

Although Great Oaks recruited more than 80 new 
students this year, it was still not enough to reach the 
enrollment requirement. If Great Oaks isn’t shut down, 
they will almost surely have their state funding reduced, 
Mazarakis said. He is hopeful that Great Oaks will con-
tinue operating to serve some of Wilmington’s most 
vulnerable and at-risk students.

“We’re providing opportunities for a segment of the 
inner-city kids that really need special attention,” he 
said. “We survive because their families want them to 
have a different outcome than many people who grew 
up in their conditions.”

Because Education Secretary Mark Holodick may need 
to make a recommendation at the end of the formal re-
view process, the Department of Education said it can-
not comment on the matter until the review is complete.

Great Oaks is one of 23 charter schools in the First 
State. It opened its doors to Wilmington in 2015. 

“The ability for us as a charter to survive will depend 
on two things,” Mazarakis said. “One, the quality of ed-
ucation that we give to the kids, and two, the families 
believing in us and knowing that we offer a better choice 
for their particular needs”

The review is a three-month process set to be com-
pleted Dec. 15 of this year.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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Caesar Rodney mom suing over 
son’s assault finally finds lawyer

BY JAREK RUTZ

India Scott, a Caesar Rodney School District mother 
suing a father and son over injuries her son received in 
gym class, has found a lawyer. Scott was told to do  
that in a pretrial hearing Aug. 22 by Court of Common 
Pleas Judge Anne E. Hartnett, who gave her a deadline 
of Oct. 3. 

After being turned down for months, Scott has hired 
Bruce Hudson from Hudson, Castle & Inkell, LLC, an 
injury law firm in Wilmington, to represent her son, 
Charles Cottman. 

According to records, there was an 11-second period 
during which Finn Dyer was hitting Charles’ head after 
Charles eliminated Finn from a game of dodgeball at 
Postlethwait Middle School. Police records state the 
weapon used was “hands and feet.”

Scott says that her son suffered a concussion and has 
lingering issues that will require continuing medical 
care and sued Alex Dyer, Finn’s father.

“Most law firms stated that it is hard to sue a parent, 
and it is very hard to prove gross negligence against a 
school district,” Scott said.

To give Hudson time to review the evidence and doc-
uments of the case, a new hearing date has been sched-
uled for Dec. 12 at 9 a.m. Immediate attempts to contact 
Hudson were unsuccessful. Scott said she will no longer 
speak publicly about the case. 

The December hearing will take place at the Kent 
County Court of Common Pleas in Dover.

Zachary George, the lawyer defending the Dyers,  
offered Scott a $1,500 proposal on May 9, which Scott 

rejected. George is arguing that Alex Dyer has parental 
immunity and is not responsible for the actions of his 
son, who’s a minor. 

He’s also argued that Alex Dyer is not the proper de-
fendant because he wasn’t involved and that Scott is not 
the person who suffered the injury and therefore not 
the proper plaintiff. In addition, George said that be-
cause Scott isn’t a licensed attorney, she is unlawfully 
representing her son Charles. George’s office declined 
to comment on Scott hiring a lawyer.

After Scott filed the first lawsuit, they received a writ-
ten letter of apology from Finn to Charles on Feb. 2, to 
which Scott and her son did not reply. 
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eSports, virtual reality among 
SAINT Mark’s ‘Renewing’ goals

BY JAREK RUTZ

Saint Mark’s is launching a campaign to raise $8 mil-
lion to invest in athletics, innovation, technology, the 
arts and the school’s endowment. 

“Not a single cent of tuition money will go towards 
the project,” said Tom Fertal, president of Saint Mark’s. 
“The majority is going to come just from our donors, 
who could be alumni, parents, or friends of the school.”

So far, the high school, which is part of the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Wilmington, has raised $5.8 mil-
lion for its “Renewing the Vision” campaign, officials 
announced this week. 

Some of the larger donations include $250,000 from 
the Longwood Foundation, $150,000 from the Welfare 
Foundation, and $25,000 from The Laffey-McHugh 
Foundation.

Education

SAINT MARK’S PLANS 
Athletics and student fitness—$2.5 million. The largest 

allocation will install a fitness and training center, in-
stall and develop a wrestling facility and multi-purpose 
space, and develop a master campus plan for the out-
door athletic facilities.

Endowment—$2 million. That investment will help 
the school further its mission of making faith-based  
education available to all within the Catholic Diocese of 
Wilmington. It provides tuition assistance for students 
in financially vulnerable positions and help support  
operational costs.

Innovation and technology—$1 million. The school 
will create a robotics lab and makerspace, renovating 
the television room into a media and broadcast studio, 
developing an augmented reality learning lab and  CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

creating an eSports Center.
Fine and performing arts—$1 million. Another mil-

lion will be spent to renovate the theater control room, 
upgrade theater sound and lighting, create a new art 
studio, upgrade the band room, and renovate the stage, 
dressing rooms, theater and orchestra room.

The fund for Saint Mark’s—$900,000 annually. This 
fund supports professional development, tuition assis-
tance, and student programming and enrichment  
activities.

Campus ministry and student life—$800,000. The 
school will install a low ropes/leadership challenge 
course, creating an outdoor gathering space featuring a 
multi-use pavilion, outdoor shrine of Our Lady of 
Wilmington and renovating the Student Leadership 
Center. 

Fertal said that while schools face the challenge of 
simply updating technology to bring it to modern stan-
dards, Saint Mark’s is going above and beyond.

“Everybody has a science lab, but the next evolution is 
incorporating virtual reality or augmented reality into 
the lab, and that’s what we’re investing in with our  
Augmented Reality Lab,” he said, “so it’s much more 
than just updating.”

The eSports center that Saint Mark’s will build reflects 
the “blossoming and global $200 billion industry.”

“It’s not just having a couple of computers in a room 
for gaming,” he said. “We’re talking about eSports  
curriculum and partnerships with colleges that have 
eSports programs, like the University of Delaware and 
Wilmington University.”

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://www.longwoodfoundation.org/
https://www.welfarefoundationde.org/
https://www.welfarefoundationde.org/
https://laffeymchugh.org/
https://laffeymchugh.org/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/esports-virtual-reality-st-marks-renewing-goals/
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DSU double: New ag building, $1 
million in scholarships

BY JAREK RUTZ

It was a two-fer day of celebration Sept. 29 at Dela-
ware State University, as officials broke ground for a new 
$10 million agriculture building and unveiled a $1 mil-
lion grant that will pay full tuition for 21 STEM students.

“We want to produce agriculture professionals and 
agriculture scientists, and we believe the addition of this 
building will provide a greater environment for our  
students to achieve those aims,” said Carlos Holmes,  
director of news services at DSU.

The announcement comes three weeks after the U.S. 
News & World Report college rankings listed DSU as 
the second-best public Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities.

The grant is part of a $4.5M partnership with Agilent 
Technologies, a California life sciences company that 
has labs in Delaware. It’s listed as one of the First State’s 
50 largest employers. 

“DSU is making important contributions to the STEM 
fields, and this donation will help ensure this histori-
cally underinvested and underrepresented community 
is getting the resources needed to have an even greater 
impact,” said Gregory MacKenney, the vice president of 
Agilent’s instrument supplies business. He is an alum-
nus of Morgan State University, a fellow HBCU.

The $10 million going to the new 15,000-square-foot 
building won’t use a penny of tuition money. Instead it 
is relying completely on United States Department of 
Agriculture grants and state funding. 

As a land-grant university, part of DSU’s mission is to 
provide research and resources for state residents. That 
includes fighting hunger, Holmes said.

Holmes said the building is needed since the school 
combined its sciences and agriculture colleges last year. 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

Education

HIGH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 18, 2021
10:00am - 1:00pm 

VIKING FOR A DAY
You are invited to feel the energy

of VKNation as a Viking for a Day.

Viking Visits begin October 4th.

HIGH SCHOOL
PLACEMENT TEST

November 13, 2021 8:30am
November 14   12:00pm

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://www.desu.edu/
https://www.desu.edu/
https://www.usnews.com/best-colleges
https://www.agilent.com/
https://www.agilent.com/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/dsu-double-new-ag-building-1m-scholarships/
https://www.steschools.org/admissions
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Health

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

State confirms first flu case for 
2022-23 season

BY BETSY PRICE

Note: A previous version of this story said a child also 
had the flu, but the Division of Public Health announced 
Wednesday afternoon that was a mistake. 

A Kent County woman diagnosed with flu has 
launched Delaware into the 2022-23 flu season, setting 
off the annual call for people to be vaccinated. The 
32-year-old Kent County woman diagnosed with influ-
enza strain A had been vaccinated.

Because few flu cases are confirmed by laboratories, 
much more flu is likely to be in circulation.

“The flu is a threat to our health,” said Dr. Rick Hong, 
interim director of the Division of Public Health, in a 
press release, “and getting the vaccine is the best way to 
protect yourself from either getting it, or at the very 

least reducing the severity of symptoms and illness if 
you do get it.”
PREVIOUS FLU SEASON

During the 2021-2022 season, Delaware recorded 
more than 2,700 laboratory-confirmed flu cases. More 
than 150 Delawareans were hospitalized and three  
people died from flu complications.

Before the COVID-19 pandemic lowered the number 
of infections in a mask-wearing, social-distancing public, 
the state saw its third-worse season of flu and flu deaths.

IT MAKES US  
ALL SAFE 

The COVID-19 vaccine is 
safe and proven to protect 

against serious illness.  
Need more reasons? Talk to 

your pediatrician today.

Need a reason to get your  
kid vaccinated? They’ve got plenty.

GO VAX  
DELAWARE!

de.gov/youthvaccine

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/state-confirms-first-2-cases-of-flu-for-2022-23-season/
http://de.gov/youthvaccine
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Sallies’ DiNardo reaches 
300-win milestone

BY NICK HALLIDAY

Salesianum School football coach Bill DiNardo 
reached the 300-win milestone when his team defeated 
St. Georges 16-14 in a Sept. 25 thriller that came down 
to a last-minute field goal.

He became the second coach in Delaware high school 
football history to do that, joining Coach Bob Tattersall 
Sr. from Wilmington Friends with 300 career wins.

DiNardo has been coaching for 37 years, with stops at 
Caravel Academy (two years, 13 wins, eight losses) and 
Middletown (16 years, 136 wins, 38 losses, one tie) on 
his way to Salesianum (19 seasons, 152 wins, 56 losses).

He started the season needing two wins to get to 300, 
and his 19th season is going well so far, with three wins 
and one loss.

During his career, he’s led his teams to 26 playoff  
appearances and won the state title seven times.

At Middletown, his teams won three consecutive state 
championships in 1997, 1998 and 1999. Since taking 
over at Salesianum, he has led them to four state cham-
pionships in 2005, 2006, 2009 and 2013.

“I have been incredibly blessed to be able to do some-
thing I love for 37 years,” he told Delawareonlinecom. 
“This is a tribute to all the guys who have played for me 
and battled for me at Caravel, Middletown and of course, 
Salesianum. Their heart, their dedication, their perfor-
mances created this magic number.”

Sports

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/sallies-dinardo-reaches-300-win-milestone/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/advertise/


28

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

Sports

BY JASON WINCHELL

Week 5: Field hockey, soccer, 
volleyball rankings

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/week-5-field-hockey-soccer-volleyball-rankings/
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Red Lion blanks Milford in 2A matchup
BY NICK HALLIDAY

The Red Lion football dominated in their Class 2A 
matchup against Milford Sept. 30. The Red Lions came 
away with a 39-0 victory over the Buccaneers. 

After a Milford punt, Red Lion got the scoring started 
as Evan Biddinger hit Kyle Manley down the sideline 
for a 67-yard touchdown. Red Lion would go for the 
two-yard conversion and convert as Jacque Wilson took 
the hand off plunging into the end zone giving Red Lion 
an 8-0 lead. 

The Red Lions scored two more touchdowns in the 
second quarter to take a 22-0 lead into halftime. With 
just about four minutes to go in the half, Wilson took a 
one yard hand off for the second touchdown of the 

quarter. Samuel Crossan’s extra point was good as Red 
Lion led 22-0. That score would carry into halftime. 

In the second half, Crossan got the scoring started. 
He was lined up for a 36-yard field goal, but after a sub-
stitution penalty he was looking at a 46-yard field goal. 
The snap was good as well as the hold and Crossan’s 
cook was successful from 46 yards away to give Red 
Lion a 25-0 lead early in the third quarter. 

A couple of minutes later freshman Malik Pinkett 
took a toss 40 yards for another Red Lion touchdown 
giving them a 31-0 lead over the Buccaneers. Crossan 
again completed another successful conversion for a 
32-0 Red Lion lead. 

Then with three minutes left in the third quarter,  
Pinkett scored his third and final touchdown of the 
game. Malik took a pitch to the left, planted his foot for 
a cutback and scampered in for a 24-yard touchdown 
run. Crossans extra point pushed the lead to 39-0, cre-
ating a running clock for the rest of the game. 

Pinkett led the Red Lions with nine carries for 104 
yards and three touchdowns. Freshman quarterback 
Evan Budinger was 3-of-5 in pass attempts for 112 yards 
and a touchdown. Jacque Wilson added eight carries for 
84 yards and a touchdown. 
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As a locally-owned company, Delaware LIVE News takes pride in working 
alongside regional businesses to develop digital marketing campaigns, 
through our daily news platforms.

From large corporations like Christiana Care, Delaware Tech Community 
College, and Delaware Department of Health to small shops like Fur Baby 
Pet Resort, Dolce Coffee Shop, and Benvenuto Tuscan Restaurant, we 
customize each plan to optimize the needs of each of our marketing partners.
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we can help. You can click the link to set up a meeting with me in our virtual 
office:  https://meetings.hubspot.com/shupe1

CEO, Bryan Shupe  /  302-542-9231  /  shupe@delawarelive.com

Photo by John Garnick

Design your 2022 through Intent ional 
Business and Market ing Planning

Without these collaborators, 
this outlet would not be 
possible:

Bryan Shupe, CEO
Betsy Price, Editor
Sonja M. Frey, Publisher

John Mollura Photography

Town Square LIVE @TownSquareLive

https://meetings.hubspot.com/shupe1
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=732062817751415&set=basw.AbqSngoPfCWQmGNYZr0Nc8zEGMDq3TwALUN8b9yNt2L7-wqsD-m59Z10boxMscKoZoGjwhglHrW00BkQoalCfiJc-KxZVnu1-ym_hH3C6ECOku0zvAPMipwtT7x3rEAAUj8JrG_aQXezxuc60lTBnheu&opaqueCursor=Abo5mAoZvau-KdkV8-LhscztF_sCHy52yR7zdUznYhiMwuIRkzQfaxUAM4XF0dIWjTMLpchlq5YcDYMZsY47TDgMYXufiYDO7lkGD6zHxJknNUZvm1-5UJq0YdE0xtCr6Evj3wy1camjUNBwVJgjMNeoldcP4BiW64iCEEx4Etus2m9VutoqW9tiq401AN2mb5ccxd62kVjjui8QB2CIhLOu2GaooJ13PSPworDuilEEScbLIXTQ35vT5K9V-W2JQBcbodtgjny8oTx73cW0w_xGitty5B_ne338C0ToCnNSdNjUrI4naSyZFk7N_wVlbeJSY8vuP5JP3buEe8OkbVzMgq8NbZ6RL_7skz0cxPHFXkvqcphk9bSEXBlALgjXTa0QueE3AZNK9vCTts2IXJ3FFinFF_LpV1hI4k6tdgpAyyQU1hV2yvcM4sgt_N0Vp141AgLUx4Y8PZL5QaiRmw4rst6wK2qa2ECTHxahJTplIMg0L39UiawpBQgZ9FVoenY7tCJul5aP0tGEuXQlIjeFTgWW561UmeWpAhsHwgy8ssW7k7iDfWE08YhqultTMZ_iym9ppcLQ58CRterCkwCwmkCWMDNDOEfozZ1ky_f99J-WhNrLhQFZjdisf7s605ZunbYjejfJSxiDmGzqNuQfOBWcNzC24Bqojfj-CWMY-w8PKXFxor3z3dr5KyWILp7InsAomt9oobD-1ZtUzOBvo_KuBb814KomcFK48iWWgTXE6NiuKOGqfkHSGufoqUiS8bSWHhgJcjv1LnHiGnWW5sjVNYUVS2t-H-y4iX1yK73jpZ4n-X-sa-O8sz3A1iFDoK8NNOWx36wzum0TA7yHSnR2xmVyiJTvMhaW9hXGqJDFnNu7kt98B_BOy_4DIjpv14WTZc0S94qfgMXlKMrZ
https://townsquaredelaware.com/
https://molluraphoto.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive/
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/

