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Wilmington launches police 
cadet apprenticeship

BY BETSY PRICE

The Wilmington Police Department is re-establish-
ing its Police Cadet apprenticeship program. Open to 
young adults 18 to 21 years old, the initiative will give 
participants experience working directly with police 
officers and community members. The department last 
offered an apprenticeship program in the 1990s.

“We are excited to re-start our department’s historic 
Police Cadet Program, with an eye towards bolstering 

Community partment divisions and units. Following a comprehen-
sive training program, they will provide support to 
sworn officers for various assignments, conduct traffic 
control at special events, assist with recruiting, attend 
community meetings and assist with special events such 
as parades and concerts.
POLICE CADET DETAILS

Applicants must have a high school diploma or GED, 
a valid state identification and the ability to work eve-
nings. They will undergo a background investigation, 
drug screening, medical examination and interviews. 
Cadets will receive uniforms that are distinct and differ-
ent from those worn by officers, as well as equipment.

Mayor Mike Purzycki said he is pleased the Cadet 
Program had been restarted. The city needs to familiar-
ize young adults with the work of the police as well as 
offer valuable experience, he said. Wilmington has 
made great gains in recent years to diversify the police 
force, the mayor said, but the city needs to continue to try 
and interest young people in a law enforcement career.

Apply HERE. For more information, contact Lt.  
Andrea Janvier at 302-576-3174 or Andrea.janvier@cj.
state.de.u.

relationships with young adults in the community and 
providing valuable experience to those who might be 
considering a career in policing,” said Chief Robert J. 
Tracy. “This program will also expand upon our com-
munity engagement efforts as we plan to mobilize cadets 
during community events alongside our officers.”

Cadets will be paid as part-time city employees and 
rotate their work schedule through various police de-

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/wilmington-launches-police-cadet-apprenticeship/
https://www.wilmingtonde.gov/Home/Components/JobPosts/Job/1595/195
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Beach’s iconic Summer House sold 
to Nalu’s owner

BY BETSY PRICE

When Regan Derrickson was 21, he left work at the 
SandCastle Motel and crossed Rehoboth Avenue for his 
doorman shift at the Summer House, where he checked 
patrons’ identification. It was a fast-paced job.

The restaurant, which had opened in 1977, was a  
happening nightspot after 9 p.m. The establishment 
personified the beach vibe, and it was the inspiration 
behind Nalu Surf Bar & Grill, the fun tropical-themed 
eatery that Derrickson and wife Kim own in Dewey 
Beach and Rehoboth.

Now things have come full circle for Derrickson. This 
month, he purchased the iconic Summer House.

“It means so much to me and so many people,” he 
says. “It’s surreal.”
A SUMMER LEGACY

When the Summer House opened in the late 1970s, it 
was a “fern bar” with gleaming wood trim and upscale 
cuisine. Indeed, Morning News critic Otto Dekom 
called it “elegant.”

However, even near the start, the restaurant had a split 
personality.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

Food & Dining
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Will this Republican in solid 
blue district win again?
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Delaware’s 9th Representative District is one of New 
Castle County’s last remaining Republican holdouts, 
and Democrat Terrell Williams, an attorney, hopes to 
flip the seat blue in Delaware’s Nov. 8 general election.

Rep. Kevin Hensley, a Republican, has represented 
the district where Democrats outnumber Republicans 
by nearly two-to-one since 2015. 

The district runs along the Delaware Bayshore from 
the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal to just north of 
Woodland Beach, with Port Penn and Odessa in between. 
As of Sept. 2022, there are 9,625 registered Democrats 

in the district, 5,756 registered Republicans and 5,098 
who are unaffiliated or registered to a third party, ac-
cording to the Department of Elections.

Hensley, a realtor who has overcome the Republican 
registration deficit in four elections, is confident he can 
do it again.

“I think that my message clearly resonates with Dem-
ocrats and independents,” Hensley said in an interview 
with Delaware LIVE News. “We typically earn about 
32% of the Democratic vote and the majority of the  
independent vote, which is critical.”

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

Government Hensley acknowledged that on paper, the task looks 
insurmountable, but his relationship with constituents 
is one that transcends party lines, he said. 

While canvassing the neighborhoods in his district, 
Hensley said a great number of Democrats tell him, 
“Kevin, thank you for all you do in serving us—you’re 
the only Republican I’ll ever vote for.”

“I’m very proud of that,” Hensley said. “And I strive to 
continue to serve everybody in the community, no  
matter their political affiliation.”

Williams, who is a public defender in Salem County, 
NJ, and a U.S. Army veteran, said Hensley’s voting  
record doesn’t align with that sentiment. 

“I don’t think his opponents in the past have spent a 
great deal of time focusing on Rep. Hensley’s voting  
record,” Williams said. “He’s gotten away with pretend-
ing to be a nice guy and not really having to speak or 
defend his record. 

“Well, he can’t just hide behind the rumor of him  
being a nice guy. Kevin is going to have to actually talk 
and defend his legislative record.”

That record, Williams said, is one of a politican who 
is wrong on abortion, wrong on gun control and wrong 
for his district’s working class.

Hensley sees it differently. His primary focus in Dover 
has been improving the state’s education system, he 
said. As a founding member of the MOT Charter School 
and former member of the Appoquinimink School  
District Board of Education, education is something 
he’s been passionate about for his entire career.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://www.terrell4de.com/
https://www.hensleyforthehouse.com/
https://www.hensleyforthehouse.com/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/will-this-republican-win-again/
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Mail-in voting ruling on hold 
pending Supreme Court appeal
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The Delaware Department of Elections will be allowed 
to continue processing mail-in voting applications and 
preparing ballots while it appeals last week’s Chancery 
Court decision rendering the new law unconstitutional.
The department will not be allowed to mail ballots to 
voters.

In a letter opinion Monday, Vice Chancellor Nathan 
Cook granted the Department of Elections’ request to 
stay his ruling pending the outcome of the Supreme 
Court appeal.

“My injunction in this matter was compelled by an 
advisory decision from five decades ago that, in turn, 
cited precedent from eight decades ago.”

Without the stay, Cook wrote, if the Supreme Court 
revisits that precedent and concludes that the vote-by-
mail statute is constitutional, “Delaware voters will be 
denied the opportunity to exercise their right to vote in 
the upcoming General Election by all constitutional 

means,” something he said would be a “grave injustice.”
The Supreme Court will hear arguments Oct. 5—just 

days before the Oct. 10 deadline to decide whether or 
not to use the method in the upcoming general election.

If the Chancery Court ruling is upheld, Cook said, 
the Department of Elections will need to notify mail-in 
ballot applicants that they will need to vote in person in 
November’s general election.

Last week, Cook ruled that the way mail-in voting  
became law put it at odds with the state Constitution and 
that it cannot be used in November’s general election.

In an 87-page opinion, Cook relied on legal precedent: 
A 1972 Supreme Court advisory opinion that said it is 
“beyond the power of the Legislature” to limit or expand 
the Constitution’s list of reasons an elector can cast an 
absentee ballot.

Government

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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safe and proven to protect 
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DELAWARE!
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Is DeSantis sending immigrants 
to Sussex County?

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Media swarmed Georgetown’s Delaware Coastal Air-
port Tuesday following reports that Florida Gov. Ron 
DeSantis planned to send a plane full of undocumented 
immigrants to President Joe Biden’s home state.

The plane never arrived.
Just last week, DeSantis ordered two planes of mi-

grants to Martha’s Vineyard, where former President 
Barack Obama has a vacation home.

On Tuesday, it appeared to be happening again. A 
Fairchild Dornier 328JET—the same type sent to  
Martha’s Vineyard—was set to take off from East Texas 
Regional Airport in Fairview, Texas at 6:58 a.m. CDT.

But according to flight tracking software Flightra-
dar24, the plane didn’t take off until 1:30 p.m.

From East Texas Regional, it was scheduled to fly to 
Kelly Field in San Antonio, TX, presumably to pick up 
the immigrants, then depart for Bob Sikes Airport in 

Crestview, FL, before heading to Georgetown.
The plane didn’t end up flying to San Antonio—it 

went to Nashville, TN. East Texas Regional’s airport di-
rector, Roy Miller, said he believed the plane was going 
to be “crew-only,” meaning there would not be addi-
tional passengers on board.

For that reason, unless the plane picked up passengers 
in Nashville (which did not see any arrivals Tuesday 
from San Antonio, or anywhere in Texas) it’s unlikely to 
have had undocumented immigrants on board.

Nevertheless, Gov. John Carney’s office says it contin-
ues to prepare for the possibility of migrants arriving in 
Delaware unannounced.

Government

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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Wilmington gun violence 
report: more intervention

BY BETSY PRICE

A report on reducing and preventing gun violence in Wilmington recommends the 
city fund several existing intervention organizations, create a coordinator position to 
oversee those groups and create more programming. Organizations that wanted to 
provide programming must have street level relationships and already actively  
engage in intervention work, the report from The Community Based Public Safety 
Collective.

Mayor Mike Purzycki and City Council President Ernest “Trippi” Congo on Friday 
asked that group to do a study of what existed already in Wilmington and suggest 
what should be added to help prevent gun violence and death.

The Collective, which is based in Newark, NJ, presented its report to the Wilming-
ton City Council’s Public Safety Committee Friday night. Among other things, the 
report said the city should:

•  Create grants of up to 75% of the budgets of existing intervention groups the  
Center for Structural Equity, Youth Advocate Program, and Group Violence  
Intervention to enable them to expance.

•  Develop a request for proposal to fund an external coordinator for intervention 
organizations/services.

•  Develop a request for proposal to fund community-based intervention program-

ming that is targeted solely at the data-identified, likely victims and perpetrators 
of gun violence and in the data-identified hot spots. In order to apply, organiza-
tions must be located in or provide services in strategic hotspots; have street level 
relationships; and be actively engage in intervention work. Funding should be 
over a three-year period for at least five organizations at no less than $100,000 
each per year.

•  Release funds to Network Connect to train, deploy and manage 20 community 
ambassadors/interventionists.

•  Develop and issue a request for proposal to create a 24/7 high-risk intervention 
and crisis response program that will partner with all local hospitals and provide 
“treat and release” services to people who are injured by violence, including  
assault victims.

•  Expand the pool of organizations financially supported to do Community Vio-
lence Intervention work and who have relationships with elected officials and pol-
icymakers.

•  Fund The Wilmington Citizens Advisory Council to run a Public Safety Round-
table, a community-led (as opposed to law enforcement- or elected official-led) 
forum in which stakeholders and residents join as equal partners in creating safe-
ty. These forums are solutions-oriented and rooted in accountability and follow 
through.

 •  Equip community violence organizations with the technical and administrative 
training to be effective prior to disbursing funds and designating a coordinator 
to facilitate collaboration among stakeholders.

•  Offer a mini-grant program for community-based organizations to apply for 
grants from $5,000-$10,000 to support them in providing meaningful prevention, 
intervention and trauma-focused services.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/wilmington-gun-violence-report-pay-for-lots-more-intervention/
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Vote-by-mail ruling: More 
complex than simply barring it
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Republicans were quick to say “we told you so” Sept. 15 
as word spread that a Chancery Court judge had ruled 
that Delaware’s new vote-by-mail law violates the state 
Constitution.

Democrats were quick to say the ruling—all but guar-
anteed to be appealed to the Delaware Supreme Court—
will disenfranchise voters, especially low-income voters 
and people of color.

Vice Chancellor Nathan Cook, in fact, did not find 
the concept of mail-in voting unconstitutional. He ruled 
that the way it became law put it at odds with the state 
Constitution and that it cannot be used in November’s 
general election.

In an 87-page, beautifully written opinion, Cook  
relied on legal precedent: A 1972 Supreme Court advi-

sory opinion that said it is “beyond the power of the 
Legislature” to limit or expand the Constitution’s list of 
reasons an elector can cast an absentee ballot.

“Thus, if I were writing on a blank slate, I would likely 
conclude that the Vote-by-Mail Statute is not prohibited 
by the Delaware Constitution,” Cook wrote. But the  
Supreme Court’s advisory opinion also cited case law 
from 1939 and 1942, and, so, Cook said, “I am not writ-
ing on a blank slate.” It’s not for him to revisit those 
cases, he said. That’s a matter for the Supreme Court.
GOP GLEEFUL, DEMS FRUSTRATED

Republican Jane Brady, one of the attorneys behind 
the lawsuit, said Cook was “right on the law.”

“I think that he did a good job of going through the 
legislative and case law history,” she told Delaware LIVE 

News Wednesday. 
On Friday, state House Republican leaders issued a 

joint statement saying the ruling reflected their argu-
ments during hearings on the vote-by-mail bill.

“This week’s ruling only confirms what our legal team 
had been advising all along,” said House Minority Leader 
Danny Short, R-Seaford. “To allow for vote-by-mail in 
Delaware, the legislature would have to amend the state 
Constitution.”

The only way to do that is to pass legislation by a two-
thirds majority vote in both legislative chambers in two 
consecutive General Assemblies. While Democrats have 
had a supermajority in the Senate, allowing them to do 
that, they did not in the House, where Republicans 
could block such votes.

Government

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://delawarelive.com/vote-by-mail-ruled-unconstitutional/
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https://cite.case.law/del/42/246/
https://delawarelive.com/gop-chair-sues-department-of-elections-voting/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/vote-by-mail-ruling-more-complex/
http://debreastcancer.org/


13

Education

Photo by Pixabay

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/


14

A look at Brandywine’s city vs. 
suburban test scores
BY JAREK RUTZ

A look at the test scores of Brandywine School District’s 
elementary schools shows why the state is focusing only 
on Wilmington children in its proposal for a program 
to raise student achievement in the city.

Brandywine school board member Kristin Pidgeon 
this week questioned why Brandywine’s other eight ele-
mentaries—all in suburban schools—are not included 
in the Wilmington Learning Collaborative. That  
program will invest $7 million in the city elementaries 
in Brandywine, Red Clay and Christina school districts. 

Pidgeon wanted to be able to see test scores for the 
city’s Harlan Elementary and Brandywine’s other ele-
mentaries. Several of those schools have city students 
bussed into them.

Here are the enrollment, attendance, demographics 
and test scores for all nine elementary schools in Bran-

dywine School District. Attendance rate refers to the 
percentage of students who missed less than 10% of 
school days in a year (click link below).

They show that Harlan’s achievement rates rank far 
below the other Brandywine schools, with one exception 
in math, and even that’s slightly better than Harlan.

Laurisa Schutt, executive director of First State Edu-
cate, a Delaware education advocacy group, said people 
are getting hung up on little details trying to make the 
learning collaborative perfect. That’s only delaying the 
process and causing more harm to the students who are 
waiting for change, she said.

Education

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://governor.delaware.gov/wlc/
https://www.brandywineschools.org/harlan
https://www.firststateeducate.org/team
https://townsquaredelaware.com/a-look-at-brandywine-city-suburban-test-scores/
https://bit.ly/34swWML


15

Learning Collab: Brandywine 
bypasses vote again

BY JAREK RUTZ

Brandywine School District’s Board of Education has 
once again bypassed a vote on whether the district 
should join the Wilmington Learning Collaborative. 

During the school board’s Monday meeting, board 
members cited concerns over the collaborative’s gover-
nance structure and who would be responsible if the 
collaborative fails. The board did not indicate whether 
a vote would take place during its next meeting on Oct. 17. 

Board member Kristin Pidgeon said she was wary 
about Brandywine’s suburban schools not being includ-
ed in the plan. If established, the collaborative would 
include eight Wilmington elementary schools from 
Brandywine, Christina and Red Clay school districts, 
but not schools located outside of the city.

During a joint meeting in late August, the same con-
cerns held by Brandywine’s board members were shared 
by members of the other districts.

Some officials stressed that the districts shouldn’t 
rush into an agreement until everyone’s worries are ad-
dressed, while others expressed a sense of urgency to 
sign the 19-page draft agreement, saying they would 
iron out the details once everyone is committed.

The most updated memorandum of understanding, 
published Sept. 12, is the fourth version of the draft. 
Officials had originally hoped to sign the agreement by 
the end of summer. 
MORE CONCERNS WITH THE LEARNING COLLAB

“I think some districts still have questions and con-
cerns surrounding the school leadership and the com-
plexities of supervision of our school principals,” board 
President John Skrobot said Monday. “They’re being 
asked to relinquish a lot of that supervision.”

Education

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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Soak Up The Summer
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celebrating summer with our Delaware 
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for the treats that will make your summer 
celebrations the best yet.celebrations the best yet.
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Meet new student 
rep on state Board 
of Education

BY JAREK RUTZ

Columbia University hopeful Nathan Cho is not  
going to miss his shot. He’s been eyeing a spot on the 
Delaware Board of Education for years and now Gov. 
John Carney has appointed the Conrad Schools of Sci-
ence senior to the board. His first meeting was last week.

Cho said he hopes to emphasize college readiness,  
especially for immigrant and first-generation college 
students.

“I think that it’s a topic that’s always referred to but 
never exactly has that made sense to me or a lot of stu-
dents,” Cho said. “There’s always a pressure to prepare 
for college but I don’t think there is explicit support and 
guidance on how to do that.” 

Cho’s parents migrated to America from South Korea 
in 2000. He said many immigrant students and students 
of color have a difficult time navigating the college  
application process, especially since many of them are 
first generation college students in America. 

“The system is wildly different, and I had to find a lot 
of the information by myself, and it was a hard journey,” 
he said.”It’s a lot of tough information and it’s not some-
thing that’s easy to navigate or a clear path that you can 
follow.”

Cho also hopes to mitigate the disparities between 
white students and minority students. To do that, he 
said, power needs to be held by the students. 

“Often, the adults in these systems don’t necessarily 
know what exactly the students want, and they can get 
a basic picture of it, but a student truly knows what they 
need and what they want,” he said. “I want to really focus 
on the minority student experience and how to fix the 
issues and barriers that they face, and really just amplify 
their voice in a space that they often aren’t heard.”

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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Caesar Rodney 
gets $227,000 
for environment 
education, 
projects

BY JAREK RUTZ

Caesar Rodney School District is the only district in 
the country to be awarded a grant from the National 
Fish & Wildlife Foundation for habitat restoration and 
education. The district will use that $227,000 to continue 
to restore underutilized space on 14 public school cam-
puses within the district.

To do that, it will revitalize the EcoTeam Volunteer 
Corps, use traditional coursework, district professional 
development and community outreach, grow a network 
of community partners and even hire students as sea-
sonal workers.

“How do students really understand the impact of hu-
mans on nature if all they do is study in the classroom,” 
asked Dr. Todd Klawinski, Caesar Rodney’s environ-
mental education specialist. He is the district’s first staff 

Education

member to exclusively focus on environmental literacy.
Klawinski defines environmental literacy as a result 

of meaningful environmental education. The first part 
of environmental education, he said, is studying and 
creating initiatives related to outdoor education and 
getting kids and adults back outdoors throughout the 
year.

The other element, Klawinski said, is sustainability, 
and teaching or practicing with students the best prac-
tices for keeping a healthy ecosystem for animals and 
plants. Environmental literacy is achieved when an  
environmental education program is meaningful and 
systemic, he said.

“It’s not just reading books in the classroom,” he said. 
“It means actually being involved and taking actions 
and going from what you learn in the class to applying 
those practices in your community to actually make a 
difference.”

This commitment to bettering the environment 
throughout someone’s life is what makes a person envi-
ronmentally literate, Klawinski said. 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://www.caesarrodney.org/
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Appo’s band show underscores 
value of extracurricular activity

BY JAREK RUTZ

The Sept. 17 Sounds of Champions marching band 
competition at Odessa High Stadium shines a light not 
only on the bands, but on the importance of extracur-
ricular involvement for high school students.

“Band has become a huge part of my life,” said Emma 
Sipes, pit section leader in Odessa High’s marching 
band. “It’s always the highlight of my day because I can 
see my friends who have become my second family be-
cause we show so much support and commitment to 
each other when working towards a show.”

What students like Sipes may not realize until they 
are old enough to reflect is that participating in this and 
other activities such as clubs, sports, cheerleading,  
Science Olympiad, robotics teams, mock trial teams, 

Future Farmers of America and more are building skills 
they will use their entire lives.
IMPORTANCE OF EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Not only do participants learn to set goals and work 
as a team, they also often learn leadership skills, some-
times simply by watching how others handle things.

The students learn to manage their time by juggling 
practices, performances, studies, friends and family. 
They broaden their circle of friends and acquaintances, 
with freshmen walking into the first day of class already 
knowing dozens of people in different classes—and with 
a heads up about many of their teachers.

Education

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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Goldey-Beacom’s endowment helps 
it rank high for upward mobility

BY JAREK RUTZ

Goldey-Beacom College’s president says the school’s 
use of its endowment to commit to affordable tuition 
landed it in the top 20% of a think tank ranking of eco-
nomic mobility for institutions of higher learning. The 
ranking comes from Washington D.C.’s center-left 
think tank Third Way. 

It takes into consideration the amount of time it takes 
low-income students to recoup the costs of paying for 
their education, and the proportion of students from 
low- and moderate-income backgrounds who are en-
rolled at the school. 

“In 2014, we started having a very intentional focus 
on college affordability,” said Goldey-Beacom President 
Colleen Perry Keith. “We were in the enviable position 
of having several years with significant income over  
expense.”

That year, Goldey-Beacom started awarding about 
50% in scholarship aid to most students. 

“We wanted to make sure that college was affordable, 
so we started building our endowment and being able 
to award significant aid,” Keith said. “We had our stated 
cost and then we discounted it with the income that we 
got from our endowment. We wanted to make sure that 
nobody could be turned away because they couldn’t 
pay.”

As of June 30, 2022, Goldey-Beacom’s endowment is 
$163,247,047. In 2021, the college shifted from using the 
“50% discount method,” Keith said, and opted to roll 
their tuition back from $25,500 to $13,050. 

Education

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

HIGH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 18, 2021
10:00am - 1:00pm 

VIKING FOR A DAY
You are invited to feel the energy

of VKNation as a Viking for a Day.

Viking Visits begin October 4th.

HIGH SCHOOL
PLACEMENT TEST

November 13, 2021 8:30am
November 14   12:00pm

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://www.gbc.edu/
https://www.thirdway.org/
https://www.gbc.edu/about/presidents-message.html
https://townsquaredelaware.com/goldey-beacom-in-top-20-for-economic-mobility/
https://www.steschools.org/admissions
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Sullivan named 
Reading Phils 
Pitcher of the 
Year

BY NICK HALLIDAY

The Reading Fightin Phils have named Billy Sullivan 
FirstEnergy Pitcher of the Year. Sullivan spent the entire 
season with Reading as he made its opening day roster. 
He had an impressive season filling in many roles for 
the Fightins.

Sullivan spent most of the year coming out of the bull-
pen as a long reliever, closer and even made two starts. 
He finished the season with a 4.20 ERA in 49.1 innings 
pitched totaling 74 strikeouts. Sullivan’s best month of 
the summer for Reading came in July when he boasted 
a 0.96 ERA, allowing just one run and striking out 15 
batters. 

Since being drafted by the Phillies in 2020 out of the 
University of Delaware, Sullivan has a cumulative 3.98 
ERA in 74.2 innings. He owns a 6-2 record to go along 
with seven career saves. The most impressive stat is he 
has totaled 112 strikeouts over those 74.2 innings pitched. 

Sullivan’s velocity sits around 94-97 mph and at times 
he can get up to 99. He also boasts a slider that helps keep 
batters swinging and missing. Matt Wilkekman from 
Philliesminorthoughts.com writes “His control will  
ultimately be the separator as to whether he is pitching 
high leverage innings or is a AAAA up and down re-
liever. he could move quickly to AAA and the majors, 
as the Phillies have both a need for high octane bullpen 
arms and a propensity to move those arms quickly if 
they show success”

Sullivan is a native of New Castle, DE. He played his 
high school baseball at Saint Mark’s High School. He 
was drafted as a senior coming out of high school by the 
Phillies, but he decided to play college baseball at the 
University of Delaware. Sullivan was then signed by the 
Phillies as a free agent in 2020 coming out of college.
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BY JASON WINCHELL

Week 3: Field hockey, soccer, 
volleyball rankings

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/week-2-field-hockey-soccer-volleyball-rankings-2/
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Middletown wins Harvest Bowl
BY GLENN FRAZER

Middletown continued its dominance over Smyrna in 
regular-season games, winning the annual Harvest 
Bowl in a “thriller” in front of a packed house at Cavalier 
Stadium. In a contest dictated by the home team in the 
opening half, and the visiting Eagles in the second half, 
it came down to a fourth down and 13 pass play with 13 
seconds left for the Cavs to gain the victory.

Both defenses played extremely well and it took a 
turnover to produce the game’s first points. Middletown 
blocked a punt and recovered on downs at the Smyrna 
22. That led to a Josh Roberson touchdown run of 11 
yards and an Austin Hamm extra point to put the Cavs 
ahead 7-0 late in the first quarter. It appeared the two 
would head to the locker room with that 7-0 score, but 
Middletown quarterback Austin Troyer engineered a 
fantastic drive beginning at the Cavs’ 31 with 2:30 to go. 
First he connected with Ty Hynson across the middle 
for 17 yards up near midfield. Then a swing pass to 
Roberson for eight, and a leaping catch by Noah Kracyla 
for a first down at the Smyrna 38. Two plays later, Matt 
Priestly had a 38-yard TD called back for holding and 
Brandon West sacked Troyer pushing the ball back to 
the 42. Undaunted, Troyer scrambled to his right and 
found Hynson down the sideline for a first down at the 
Eagle 20. His scrambling ability came to fruition just 
two plays later as he completed a TD pass to Vernol 
Gary in the back of the end zone giving Middletown a 
14-0 advantage at the half.

Smyrna came out “fired up” to start the second half. 
After the defense forced Middletown to a “three-and-
out,” the offense took over at its 25 with 10:40 to go in 
the third quarter. The combination of Brian Wright and 
Yamir Knight taking snaps resulted in a drive that ate 
up five minutes and covered 75 yards, culminating in a 
Markell Hohlman 10-yard run and a Hohlman conver-
sion run to bring Smyrna to within six points of the 
Cavaliers at 14-8. 

Early in the final quarter the Smyrna defense forced 
yet another “three-and-out”, taking over at its 37 fol-
lowing the punt. Middletown’s “D” bottled up the  
Eagles’ run-game forcing a fourth down and 13. Yamir 
Knight is also the punter and most of the night he rolled 
out to his right to make the kick. This time he followed 
several blockers around the right side for an 18-yard 
gain to the Cavs 47. On the very next play, sophomore 
Timothy Yancey took the direct snap, cut up the middle 
then raced untouched for a 47-yard touchdown on his 
first (and only) rushing attempt of the game. The Hohl-
man conversion attempt fell a yard short, leaving the 
game tied at 14-all with 9:20 to play.
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Delmar field hockey nets 100th 
consecutive victory
BY BENNY MITCHELL

After the final horn blew on Sept. 15, the Delmar 
Wildcats had not just won another field hockey game, 
but they had just won their 100th consecutive game,  
defeating Laurel 10-0.

Laela Brown scored the first two goals of the game for 
Delmar to help lead the Wildcats with two goals along 
with Jordyn Hollamon. Maci Bradford, Josie Hollamon, 
Laura Rogers and Emma Price each adding goals. Tylah 
Brown and Kendra Faucette scored their first career 
varsity goals in the game.

It has been five years, 10 months and 24 days since 
Delmar field hockey last suffered a loss. Cape Henlopen 
defeated Delmar 1-0 back on Oct. 22, 2016.

“Sometimes it seems like it was eternity that long ago 
and then other days it was just yesterday,” Delmar head 
coach Jodi Hollamon said. “It’s funny as a coach you 

remember more of the times that you don’t play well or 
that you lose.”

Over the last five years it has been a family affair of 
sorts for the Wildcats. Hollamon’s two daughters, Josie 
and Jordyn, as well as her niece Maci Bradford, have been 
stars of the team and have been a big part of the scoring.

“I try to downplay their success but at the same time 
it should be celebrated. They have been around the game 
of hockey with their mom and their aunt since they 
were born,” Hollamon said.

Since that last loss long ago, Delmar has not chosen to 
take the easy road to 100 straight wins. The Wildcats 
have won games over Maryland powers South River, 
Chesapeake, Notre Dame Prep, Kent Island, Good 
Counsel, Pocomoke, Severna Park and seven straight 
wins over Delaware power Cape Henlopen, who has 
won the past five Division I state titles.

“You have to play the best to be the best, we have to 
challenge ourselves because that’s how you become bet-
ter,” Hollamon said.

During the Wildcats’ current win streak they have 
won six straight state championships, five of them in 
Division II and a title in 2016 when field hockey was a 
single division state tournament.

While the offensive production over the past seven 
years has been outstanding, the Delmar defense has 
been at least equal to the task. Over the 100 win streak 
there have been 77 shutouts and during the 2018 season 
the Wildcats allowed just one goal.

Current goalie Summer Payne has three shutouts  
after taking over for five-year starter Kelly Davis, who 
is now on the Ohio State University roster. Hollamon 
said that her players often put pressure on themselves to 
not allow goals and she believes that is what makes them 
better.

“We set goals at the beginning of the year and often-
times one of the players’ goals is to not allow a goal,” 
Hollamon said.

Delmar has outscored its four opponents 35-1 so far 
this season, as they continue the dominance on defense 
as well.

“Day in and day out they are practicing against the 
best offense in the state, so when you put those two things 
together it makes for really great practices,” Hollamon 
said.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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Golden Knights defeat Hodgson 
to give Wells his 200th win

BY BENNY MITCHELL

Sussex Central head football coach John Wells will 
forever remember career win number 200. Not so much 
for the milestone, but for the dramatic fashion in how 
his team won.

“A pick six, a scoop and score, turnovers in the first 
half surely didn’t look like we would win this game, but 
these guys stepped up in the second half and got it 
done,” Wells said.

Trailing 28-21 at halftime, Sussex Central scored six 
touchdowns in the second half for a 54-34 win.

The Golden Knights led 14-7 early in the second quar-
ter on touchdowns by Reif Steen and Andrew Long  
before Hodgson answered with three straight scores. 
The Silver Eagles’  Jace Hawkins scored on runs of  two 

Sports

and 10 yards, followed by a 42 yard interception return 
by Logan Peck. P.J. Henry returned the ensuing kickoff 
68 yards as the Silver Eagles took a 28-21 lead into half-
time.

Sussex Central came out of the intermission scoring 
the next four scores of the game with three of them by 
Henry. Henry scored on runs of 60, 6 and 76 yards. Malik 
Bell added a 29-yard run for a touchdown.

Hawkins scored on a three-yard run for Hodgson to 
close the game to 40-34 late in the fourth quarter, but 
Long’s 60-yard touchdown run and Bell’s 46-yarder put 
the game away for Sussex Central.

Sussex Central improves to 3-0 and will be idle this 
week before traveling to Smyrna on Sept. 30 for its Class 

AAA District 2 opener. Hodgson falls to 1-2 and will 
host William Penn on Saturday.

“There have been a lot of players, a lot of coaches 
through the years that have contributed to the 200 wins. 
People like Dave Marvel and Derrick Layfield who have 
been with me for many years,” Wells said.

Wells also has over 400 wins as Sussex Central’s soft-
ball coach. He has won state championships in both 
sports.

“I have been very blessed,” Wells said.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
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As a locally-owned company, Delaware LIVE News takes pride in working 
alongside regional businesses to develop digital marketing campaigns, 
through our daily news platforms.

From large corporations like Christiana Care, Delaware Tech Community 
College, and Delaware Department of Health to small shops like Fur Baby 
Pet Resort, Dolce Coffee Shop, and Benvenuto Tuscan Restaurant, we 
customize each plan to optimize the needs of each of our marketing partners.

I would love the opportunity to meet with you for 10-15 minutes to see how 
we can help. You can click the link to set up a meeting with me in our virtual 
office:  https://meetings.hubspot.com/shupe1

CEO, Bryan Shupe  /  302-542-9231  /  shupe@delawarelive.com
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