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Statewide youth mountain 
biking league cranks up

BY KEN MAMMARELLA

A new youth league emphasizes community-building, leadership skills, environ-
mental stewardship and personal development, all wrapped together by the thrills of 
mountain biking.

“Above all, we consider ourselves a youth development organization, whose goal is 
to build a strong body, strong mind and strong character in our student-athletes, 
with an unwavering focus on inclusivity and equity,” the Interscholastic Delaware 
Cycling League writes on its website.

Maria Dziembowska, who calls herself the league founder and chief problem solver 
on promotional cards, cites both her professional and personal background in pro-
moting league goals. “This combines my passions for people and nature,” she said.

“I know how impactful it can be to be out in nature,” she said, noting that she 
worked for 10 years for the Nature Conservancy in Delaware. “Participants will learn 

about the tools to take care of it and advocate for trails. The next generation is our 
future.”

She is also training studio director and “chief inflictor of pain and suffering” at 
GreshFit, a bike-fitting studio in West Chester, Pennsylvania, owned by her husband, 
Tim Gresh. And she recalled the exuberance and “sense of freedom” she had when 
she started biking competitively as a teenager.

“All I remember is smiling ear to ear,” she said.
BUILDS ON MOUNTAIN BIKING SUCCESS

The league builds on the 2019 founding of the Delaware Dirt Destroyers, whose 
membership was recently capped at 25 riders. Their home field is White Clay Creek 
State Park near Newark. Membership in the new league covers the whole state,  
Dziembowska said, adding that she expects the Dirt Destroyers to split into two 
teams, based in greater Newark and greater Wilmington.

Youth in grades 6-12 (public, private and homeschools) are eligible. There are no 
tryouts and only basic riding skills are required. Details are posted on the league 
website. Preseason activities will begin in April, the regular season in July. Events—
competitions and fun activities—will begin in the fall of 2023.

The Dirt Destroyers’ website gives these required costs for this year: $50 for the 
team fee, $55-$75 for the jersey and $220 for registration with the National Interscho-
lastic Cycling Association. An optional events registration package is $100; individual 
events are $45.

The league will host a race series, but some events will just be for fun, Dziembowska 
said, such as riders following a trail, with stations for scavenger hunts and other  
activities. She stressed that the league will work with participants, particularly from 
marginalized and underserved communities, on loaner bikes and fees. “Nothing 
should get in their way.”
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Delaware 
to spend $18 
million on EV 
chargers

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Delaware’s transportation department will use federal 
infrastructure funds to install multi-car electric vehicle 
chargers along major travel routes throughout the state.

The move comes as part of a national effort to increase 
access to electric vehicle charging stations, thereby 
making electric vehicles a more reliable means of trans-
portation.

Delaware Department of Transportation secretary 
Nicole Majeski said installing charging stations in Del-
aware and beyond will increase consumer confidence 
that purchasing an electric vehicle is a practical choice.

“Increased temperatures, sea level rise and more fre-
quent and intense storms and flooding take a toll on 
our transportation network,” Majeski said. “Accelerating 

our transition to cleaner transportation is essential to 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions.”

Critics say this is a matter that should be left to the 
free market.

Under an initial plan submitted to the federal govern-
ment, DelDOT and DNREC committed to using $18 
million in funds from the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act over three distinct phases.

In the first phase, Delaware will locate five new 
charging stations around the state, meeting a condition 
of the federal funding that EV charging stations be 
available at least every 50 miles along major travel routes 
identified by the federal government. 
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kennyfamilystores @kennyfamstores

Soak Up The Summer

At Kenny Family ShopRites, we love 
celebrating summer with our Delaware 
community.

Whether you’re going to the beach or a 
backyard barbecue, visit Shoprite.com 
for the treats that will make your summer 
celebrations the best yet.celebrations the best yet.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/de-to-spend-18m-on-ev-charger/
http://kennyfamilystores.com/
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10,000-mile walk includes 
stop in Delaware

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

He graduated from college, landed a well-paying job 
in corporate finance and bought his first home. Then, 
he dropped it all and embarked on a journey that would 
change his life forever. 

Isaiah Glen Shields talked with Delaware LIVE News 
on his 400th day walking across the country. 

Cars and trucks whizzed by—many of them offering 
friendly honks—as he trekked along Route 13 between 
Harrington and Felton with his handmade supply cart 
in tow. 

Two gentlemen stopped and asked to take a picture 
with him. He obliged, then exchanged some brief words 
before they asked if he needed anything. He didn’t. 

Community

Shields began his journey in May 2021 in Provo, Utah, 
where he lives. From there, he hiked to the westernmost 
point in the continental United States: Cape Alava, in 
Washington state’s Olympic Peninsula. 

In the 7,200 miles since, he’s traveled through Oregon, 
Washington, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, 
Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Ala-
bama, Florida, Alabama again, Georgia, South Caroli-
na, North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland and Delaware.

Asked why he’s doing it, he said it’s a simple question 
with a complex answer.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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Claymont eyed for new 
park with marina, 
amphitheater

BY KEN MAMMARELLA

A marina, an amphitheater and 4.4 miles of trails are among the features suggested 
in a proposal for a large new park in Claymont.

“We have a team ready…to make it a first-rate amenity,” said Brett Saddler, execu-
tive director of the Claymont Renaissance Development Corp., referring to a group 
of Delawareans with expertise in the environment, recreation and government.

Two big hurdles: Money and a government agreeing to operate the park. Saddler 
said the Commercial Development Co., the St. Louis developer that owns the site, is 
negotiating with New Castle County about donating 125 acres for the park.

“We remain committed to create a beautiful park on the Claymont waterfront, in 
collaboration with the developer and the state government,” New Castle County ex-
ecutive Matt Meyer said. “There are many more details pending, and we continue to 
work through those details. This will ultimately be fantastic outdoor space for Clay-
mont and for many families in Delaware and the greater Philadelphia area.”

Saddler said there were preliminary conversations with the office of Gov. John  

Carney and the Delaware Division of Natural Resources and Environmental  
Control, which runs state parks.

“The reaction we got from the state is that they were not interested in taking on any 
additional state parks,” Sadler said. But, thanks to the support of Rep. Debra Heffer-
nan, he said, the state is ready to allocate $1 million from the bond bill for prelimi-
nary engineering and design, once an agreement has been made for a county park.

“Deb’s support has tipped the balance,” Saddler said. He suggested it would take at 
least $15 million and many years to fully develop the park.
CLAYMONT FEATURES COULD CHANGE

Of course, features might change from what’s depicted in a 60-page report com-
missioned from the Coastal Resilience Design Studio, a team of University of Delaware 
students that considered elements for park goers and ways to mitigate “disruptions 
from short-term hazardous events and long-term environmental changes.”

The site for almost a century was a steel mill, so mitigation has already involved 
contaminants in the soil, and the report also favors efforts, such as restoring  
wetlands, to reduce flooding and erosion. In the last 20 years, it has lost six acres of 
wetlands to erosion. The park would be part of a 425-acre tract that Commercial  
Development bought (along with its “environmental liability,” it points out on its 
website).

The project, called First State Crossing, mixes office, residential, retail and light- 
industrial construction. CDC also donated 15 acres for a new train station. So why 
would Commercial Development devote even more land instead of developing it?

A representative for Commercial Development did not respond to a request for 
comment, but Saddler said “it creates more value and attractiveness for the rest of the 
project.”
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North Wilmington Branch Library 
set for major upgrade

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The North Wilmington Branch Library is set for a 
major renovation and expansion thanks to $6 million 
in Bond Bill funds allocated by the General Assembly. 

The money will go toward site preparation and design, 
according to Rep. Nnamdi Chukwuocha, D-Wilming-
ton, who supported the library’s Bond Bill request. 

“This project will have a significant impact on resi-
dents, especially our young people,” Chukwuocha said. 
“I’m looking forward to sharing more as this project 
moves forward.”

Branch director Jamar Rahming said the project will 
transform the library on North Market Street into a  
“library campus” that includes “space for large events 
and for community organizations to coalesce.”

During construction and once complete, Rahming 
said the upgraded branch will “spur economic develop-

Community

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

ment and enhance youth literacy rates in the North 
Wilmington area.”

The new space will be called the “Think. Do. Hub.” 
and will likely feature an updated facade, state-of-the-
art lobby and event space, and resources to support 
workforce development in the community. According to 
concept renderings, there could also be a rooftop garden.

Rahming said he’s grateful that the legislature sees 
value in investing in North Wilmington—an area he 
said suffers from a “illiteracy epidemic.”

“We have a high volume of young Black kids in the 
city of Wilmington who cannot read by third grade,” 
Rahming said. “The stats and numbers show that young 
kids who don’t know how to read by the third grade are 
more vulnerable to criminality, recidivism, poverty and 
other social ills that we’re trying to derail.”

Chukwuocha said in an interview with Delaware 
LIVE News that places like libraries and schools are es-
sential to giving children in marginalized communities 
opportunities to succeed.

“When you look at gun and community violence that 
these young men and young ladies are encountering, 
that doesn’t lend itself to them becoming students who 
are graduating successfully from school and achieving 
and thriving in our educational system,” Chukwuocha 
said. “They’re the ones who are falling through the 
cracks of our education system and they often end up 
on the streets, involved in a life of crime.”

Investing in those communities is more important now 
than ever, he said, and the library is just one example of 
that. 

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://wilmington.lib.de.us/north-branch/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/wilmington-north-library/
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If you’re looking for a rental 
home, you already know this

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Delaware’s rental vacancy rate has fallen to the third 
lowest in the country, according to recently released U.S. 
Census Bureau data. 

The vacancy rate indicates the percentage of year-round 
rental units that are unoccupied at the end of each  
quarter. According to the Census Bureau, only 2.6% of 
Delaware’s year-round rental units were vacant at the end 
of June. Only two states—Connecticut and Vermont—
had lower vacancy rates, at 2.1% and 2.4%, respectively. 

The statistic underscores what some in Delaware’s  
affordable housing space have been saying for years: there 
is a dire need for more housing—especially affordable 
housing.

“When demand is high and supply is low, landlords 
and property owners can be more selective in their tenant 

screening processes,” said Laurie Jacobs, public relations 
director with the Delaware State Housing Authority. 
“That can create more barriers for folks who may have 
credit issues, past evictions, criminal background issues, 
and of course, it will drive prices up as well.”

Though there’s no cut-and-dried solution, Jacobs said 
the most direct way to alleviate the pressure is by increas-
ing the inventory of rental units. 

That can be accomplished with new construction,  
especially of higher-density housing, she said. The gov-
ernment can incentivize construction of those units 
through grants to developers, among other things.
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Freedom Award 
to honor MBNA, 
innovation 
winner

BY BETSY PRICE

The Pete du Pont Freedom Award this year for the 
first time will honor a company rather than a person: 
MBNA, the former Delaware banking and credit card 
powerhouse sold to Bank of America.

It also will honor one of three companies as the Rein-
venting Delaware winner: Delaware Creative Economy, 
DWS Drone School and TRIC Robotics. The three were 
chosen in November from a group of 100 companies for 
technical assistance to help them prosper.

One will be named the winner Sept. 22 at the award 
ceremony at the Hotel du Pont.

The awards are a fundraiser for the Pete du Pont Free-
dom Foundation, a nonprofit that focuses on private 
enterprise and marketplace access for entrepreneurs 
and their ideas. The foundation is named for former 
Delaware Gov. Pete du Pont, who died in May 2021.

Former MBNA leaders John Cochran, Bruce Ham-
monds and Lance Weaver will accept the du Pont award.
MBNA’S IMPACTANM

“This honoree captures both my father’s enthusiasm 
for entrepreneurial innovation and the priority he 
placed on job growth,” said Theré du Pont, chair of the 
foundation’s board.

MBNA, which made its banking bones on the idea of 
affinity credit cards—cards that were issued through a 
university or another group—epitomized what Pete du 
Pont wanted to encourage with his 1981 Financial Center 
Development Act.

It was meant to attract employers to Delaware, and 
MBNA moved from Maryland into an old supermarket 
to run its credit card centers. It later moved its head-
quarters in downtown Wilmington off Rodney Square 
and is credited with helping to revitalize downtown,  
becoming a philanthropic behemoth in the community.

“Its impact on Delaware continues to this day, and 
one wonders whether any of that would have happened 
without the vision shared by my father and MBNA’s 
leaders,” Theré du Pont said.
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IT MAKES US  
ALL SAFE 

The COVID-19 vaccine is 
safe and proven to protect 

against serious illness.  
Need more reasons? Talk to 

your pediatrician today.

Need a reason to get your  
kid vaccinated? They’ve got plenty.

GO VAX  
DELAWARE!

de.gov/youthvaccine

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/pete-du-pont-remembered-as-a-great-leader-an-even-better-dad/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/freedom-award-to-honor-mbna-innovation-winner/
http://de.gov/youthvaccine
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Delaware 
launches drive to 
fill 400 jobs

BY BETSY PRICE

Delaware has launched a $225,000 campaign to ad-
vertise the many state jobs available, and to make sure 
job seekers know the state has raised salaries and offers 
alternative schedules.

The campaign is a unique move for the state, pointed 
out Claire DeMatteis, secretary of the Delaware Depart-
ment of Human Resources. It’s aimed at catching the 
attention of Delaware workers as well as workers in near-
by states, and getting them to explore state jobs and  
apply, she said.

“The state government in the past really hasn’t pro-
moted itself and tooted its own horn and said, look, we 
have great opportunities for people with great benefits, 
competitive salaries and flexible work schedules,” 

DeMatteis said. “Part of this is truly getting the word 
out like private sector jobs do on social media, on bill-
boards, on buses and really tell the great nature of state 
jobs.”

The state jobs campaign will run through October 
and include radio, social media, outdoor, transit and 
digital advertising.

Like other large employers, state offices are having 
trouble filling jobs, said DeMatteis, who took over  
Human Resources in January after serving as commis-
sioner of the Department of Correction and overseeing 
COVID funds in Carney’s office.

There is an imbalance between the technical skills re-
quired and the positions available, while generational 
changes regarding work-life balance no longer want the 
once proverbial 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. office jobs.

Many of the workers the state is seeking often look for 
work in the private sector or other government agencies: 
nurses, employment services specialists, unemployment 
insurance claims processors and field agents, vocational 
rehabilitation counselors, disability determination  
adjudicators and law enforcement officers.
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HIGH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 18, 2021
10:00am - 1:00pm 

VIKING FOR A DAY
You are invited to feel the energy

of VKNation as a Viking for a Day.

Viking Visits begin October 4th.

HIGH SCHOOL
PLACEMENT TEST

November 13, 2021 8:30am
November 14   12:00pm

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://statejobs.delaware.gov/
https://delawarelive.com/dematteis-to-leave-role-overseeing-federal-stimulus-to-head-state-hr/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/delaware-launches-drive-to-fill-state-jobs/
https://www.steschools.org/admissions
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Burger Battle 
returns after 
pandemic hiatus

BY BETSY PRICE

The Delaware Burger Battle, which spawned winners 
such as Maiale Deli’s Mexican Burger and Metro Grill’s 
Peach Burger, returns Saturday, Aug. 27.

Ten entries will vie for the burger trophy, with three 
others going for the alternative burger title.

A fundraiser for the Food Bank of Delaware and the 
Delaware ProStart Program, the battle will start at noon 
at Rockford Park, 2000 Lookout Drive, Wilmington.

Its last rendition took place in 2019 with ticket sales 
capped at 925, raising $14,000 for charity.

BURGER BATTLE TICKETS CAPPED
“After experiencing our first ‘sold out’ Battle in 2019, 

the pandemic hiatus broke my heart, especially as our 
charitable purposes—alleviating food insecurity and 
supporting culinary careers—became ever more im-
portant,” said Burger Battle founder JulieAnne Cross. 
“Based on the response so far to the 2022 Battle, I’m not 
the only one overjoyed by its return.”

This year’s post-plague event has been capped at 600 
tickets to guarantee room to spread out and to make 
sure restaurants already dealing with labor shortages 
aren’t charred in the effort.

“Consider it like a family picnic,” said Cross.
Guests wander the competition, sampling burgers 

and alternative sandwiches, which this year will include 
two plant-based offerings and a poultry offering. The 
sandwiches are judged by a trio of foodies. Guests vote 
on a People’s Choice Award.

The samples are usually one-quarter of a full-sized 
burger, Cross said. That means that a guest who  
sampled all of them would walk out with the equivalent 
of three and one-half burgers sloshing around in the 
tummy—and maybe more, if they go back for seconds.

Some guests use a buddy system: They split up to get 
samples and then share each one, Cross said.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
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Animal shelters win big in 
2022 Bond Bill

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

If anyone ever needed proof that state legislators are 
animal lovers, they needn’t look any further than this 
year’s Bond Bill. The $1.4 billion spending package—
the largest in history—includes a record amount of 
money for the state’s largest animal shelters. 

Faithful Friends Animal Society, Brandywine Valley 
SPCA and Delaware SPCA each received $1 million, 
while First State Animal Center and SPCA received 
$800,000. 

That means about 4.2% of the $90 million in the Bond 
Bill’s Community Reinvestment Fund will go to cats 
and dogs. That kind of investment in Delaware’s furri-
est residents deserves a round of a-paws. 

The Community Reinvestment Fund is a capital grant 
program that allocates funds to be used for community 
redevelopment, revitalization and other projects that 

improve the economic, cultural, historical and recre-
ational health of Delaware communities.

“It’s a tremendous gift from the state legislature,” said 
Jane Pierantozzi, executive director of Faithful Friends 
Animal Society. “We’ll be using the funds for our  
Building Compassion Capital Campaign, which will 
provide a new purpose-built animal adoption and  
community resource center on Airport Road.”

With the investment from the state, Faithful Friends 
has satisfied 90% of its fundraising goal, Pierantozzi 
said, and the state-of-the-art Sharon Struthers Animal 
Adoption and Community Resource Center is expected 
to open by the end of this year. The new facility will be 
located at 165 Airport Road in New Castle.

In contrast to the current facility on Germay Drive in 
Wilmington, Pierantozzi said the new site will maxi-

Government
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mize sunlight and give animals more access to nature, 
something she expects will drastically improve the 
group’s lifesaving capacity. The group will continue to 
operate its low-cost veterinary clinic on Germay Drive.

Those interested in helping Faithful Friends meet its 
fundraising goal can contribute online at Building-
Compassion.us. There are naming opportunities avail-
able for generous donors. You can also learn more about 
the Sharon Struthers Animal Adoption and Community 
Resource Center.

Tanner Polce, chief advancement officer at Brandy-
wine Valley SPCA, said with the state’s $1 million con-
tribution, the group has met its fundraising goal for its 
brand new Copeland Center for Animal Welfare. 

The 20,000-square-foot facility will house the greater- 
Delaware region’s first animal intensive care unit, some-
thing Polce said will increase access to critical care for 
pet owners and shelter animals who have high acuity 
medical needs.

“We often hear from people in the community whose 
animal might be injured by a car accident, for example, 
and they just can’t afford the costs in a private veteri-
nary setting,” Polce said. “With our new facility, we can 
ensure that the animal remains with that family and the 
tough decision euthanasia can, perhaps, be off the table.”

The new facility doubles BVSPCA’s clinical capacity 
in New Castle County. Currently, the group can see 
some 12,000 animals annually, but with the new center, 
“we really expect that number to be magnified,” Polce 
said.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://delawarelive.com/application-process-for-state-grants/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/animal-shelters-see-record-bond-bill/
https://buildingcompassion.us/
https://buildingcompassion.us/
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A tale of two 
bills: Paid leave 
and pot

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

One became the law of the land. The other went up in 
smoke. Both involved years of planning, hundreds of 
meetings, thousands of stakeholder discussions and 
countless compromises. The difference? One bill had 
the support of Gov. John Carney—the other didn’t. 

With his signature, the Healthy Delaware Families 
Act became the 151st General Assembly’s big winner, 
while his veto once again stranded recreational mari-
juana in political limbo. 

The Healthy Delaware Families Act made Delaware 
the 11th state in the country to guarantee private-sector 
workers paid parental, medical and military leave.

The veto killed any reasonable hope of legalizing  
marijuana or creating a regulated recreational cannabis 
market before Carney’s term expires in 2025.

And although both chambers passed the marijuana 
bill with what looked like veto-proof majorities, when 

the time came to stand up and vote once more for what 
they had just weeks earlier said they believed in,  
lawmakers voted against the override.

“A vote for a piece of legislation is one thing—a vote 
for a governor’s veto override is a different animal,” said 
Rep. Ed Osienski, D-Newark, who sponsored the effort 
to legalize marijuana.

Rep. Mike Smith, R-Pike Creek, was the only Repub-
lican to vote for both paid leave and marijuana legaliza-
tion. That mystifies Osienski. He’s confused why he 
doesn’t have more support from freedom-loving  
Republicans who often criticize the government for 
encroaching into citizens’ personal lives. 

“That’s always been very frustrating for me, knowing 
I don’t have the strong bipartisan support for this,” he 
said. “I can’t really understand why and it’s been trou-
bling. That’s one place I really need to gain some more 
support to be successful and where I won’t have to wait 
for a new governor if opinions would change on the 
other side of the aisle.”

Even without significant Republican support, the 
marijuana bill (which only required a simple majority) 
earned a three-fifths vote in the House the first time 
around—and while the override wasn’t successful, the 
first vote is enough to clearly indicate the will of the 
people.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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BY BETSY PRICE

The Office of Animal Welfare’s Delaware Animal 
Services is seeking the public’s help to find the person 
or person responsible for abandoning a dog that died 
after being found,

The dog was found clinging to life earlier this week in 
a crate left in the brush off North Little Creek Road in 
Dover.

DelDOT workers who found her immediately con-
tacted Animal Services. Responding officers found the 
dog barely responsive.

She was rushed to a local veterinary hospital for care, 
but died despite efforts to save her.

State seeks those 
who abandoned 
dog that later died

The emaciated animal had lost most of her hair and 
was covered in sores and scabs.

The medium-sized dog was left in very tall weeds set 
back off the road near the Route 1 overpass.

She is estimated to be approximately two years old, 
had very long nails, and was wearing a blue, orange and 
white striped collar. She did not have a microchip.

Due to her condition, the breed of dog could not be 
determined.

Anyone with any information about the person or 
persons who abandoned the dog is urged to contact 
Delaware Animal Services at 302-255-4646 or at www.
animalservices.delaware.gov. Tips may be made anon-
ymously. See a photo of the abandoned dog HERE, but 
be warned: It’s gruesome.

Unforeseen life events such as financial hardships, 
health concerns or behavioral problems may force Del-
awareans to give up a beloved pet.

The Office of Animal Welfare provides assistance to 
pet owners to prevent similar circumstances from hap-
pening. For more information about that, go HERE.
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Ursuline camps go global with 
cooking, nature programs

BY JAREK RUTZ

Ursuline Academy is creating an army of Rachael 
Rays and Bear Gryllses this summer through their dra-
matically revamped camps. 

When Keith Stater came to Ursuline last year, the first 
thing he noticed was the academy didn’t offer camps 
structured around students’ interests. He set about to 
change that, and describes this year’s summer camp as 
a “complete restart.”

As camp director, he leads a slew of different pro-
grams, with the most popular being the culinary camp 
and nature camp. 

“My favorite part about the camp is our teacher,” said 
Emmy Emerson, a rising fourth-grader. “He’s always 
having fun with us, and he doesn’t get mad when we 
spray him with water guns.” 

In the culinary program, children learn about food 
and kitchen safety, such as using equipment properly 
and cross-contamination. Some of the cuisine on this 
year’s menu was oxtail osso buco and Thai duck curry. 
That camp sold out in a few days and had a lengthy 
waitlist. 

“We think about our global connections as an  
Ursuline school,” said Samantha Varano, principal of 
Ursuline’s Lower School. “We are connected globally 
around the world with over 100 other schools, and I think 
that Keith and his team have been really instrumental 
about exposing the kids to different global cuisine.”

Something the camp prides itself on is having the 
children outside as much as possible, and this summer’s 
repeated heat advisories have gotten in the way of that.

Education

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

Ursuline also offers athletic, theater, and arts and  
ceramics programs. Each program has specific age rang-
es, but the summer program offers camps for children 
who are 2½ through eighth grade. The athletic camp is 
available for students in grades three through 12. 

The prices also vary, with the volleyball program  
being the cheapest at $185 a week, and the culinary cost-
ing the most at $375 a week (blame the duck). About 
80% of the campers are Ursuline students. For the culi-
nary program, however, roughly 85% of participants 
are not students at the academy. 

The camps end Aug. 19. For more on them, go HERE. 

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/ursuline-camps-go-global-with-cooking-nature-programs/
https://www.ursuline.org/summer-at-ursuline/
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Christina delays Collaborative 
vote; DSU wants in
BY JAREK RUTZ

Christina School District board on Tuesday night 
once more voted to delay a decision on whether or not 
to join the Wilmington Learning Collaborative. There 
was little discussion, but a Delaware State University  
official did ask the board to include DSU as part of the 
collaborative.

Rouser, who is DSU’s chair of education, gave a  
presentation to the board that explained why the insti-
tution should have a seat at the table. 

“We would foster support for the high quality materials 
that you’ve adopted, and help teachers use them well,” 
Rouser said. “We would help them then make those  
resources custom and individualized for the children 
that they are serving.”

Up to now, including universities in draft agreements 
or management plans has not been mentioned, partly 
because the collaborative has wanted to make the  
program a grounds-up, local-control force.

Rouser said DSU would invest in professional devel-
opment to help teachers be able to effectively instruct 
their students to improve test scores and achievement. 

“When you foster teacher leadership and help build 
that up, you’re again addressing those systems and  
creating some longevity for years to come,” she said.

She cited that DSU is a global institute and they have 
plenty of assets to help Wilmington students. 

“You are contemplating whether or not the Wilming-
ton Learning Collaborative is the best thing for you, but 
know that when I come to you right now talking about 
DSU involvement, and working alongside you, we think 
about this as being a convener and collaborating with 
other entities,” she said. 

She said DSU could help them partner with other  
institutions of higher education to create a synergy in 
Delaware that would help improve outcomes for inner- 
city students. A lot of the college’s students come from 
inner-city schools in Washington D.C, Philadelphia  
and New York, Rouser said, and many of them would 
love to contribute in the effort to improve Wilmington 
education. 

“Delaware State University recently was awarded a 
$31 million grant for an early childhood Innovation 
Center,” she said, “and there’s opportunities there for 
collaboration so that we can pay attention, not just to 
K-12, but supporting the surrounding centers in the 
area that are feeding into Christina’s schools.”

Rouser said there should be variety in curricula within 
the collaborative’s schools in order to meet the specific 
needs of each school’s students. 
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officials field community’s 
Learning Collaborative 
questions
BY JAREK RUTZ

A Wilmington Learning Collaborative official said 
Tuesday that the boards of the three participating  
districts may not approve the operating agreement until 
September. Jon Sheehan, chief of policy and supervisor 
to Gov. John Carney, made the comment while describ-
ing how the state expects the project to unfold as it tries 
to create a new agency to oversee city students in the 
Red Clay, Brandywine and Christina districts.

All three districts brought up the agreement in their 
July meetings and all postponed a vote. A Christina 
board member said it was waiting on a change in the 
language in the operating agreement.

There was little public discussion at any of the board 
meetings about the agreement. Christina, Brandywine 
and Red Clay school districts will meet Aug. 9, Aug. 15 
and Aug. 17, respectively.

Sheehan made his comments during a town hall at 
Harlan Elementary. That gathering saw questions from 

the audience, but no questions from board members. 
Education Secretary Mark Holodick, Department of 
Education Director of Equity and Inclusion James  
Simmons and Sheehan fielded questions from a group 
of about 20 community members. 

Initially imagined more than five years ago, the Wilm-
ington Learning Collaborative is a joint project initi-
ated by Gov. John Carney’s office and the DOEs. Its  
focus is improving student outcomes and empowering 
city students and educators, while keeping families as 
engaged as possible with their child’s education. 

The thrust of the questions seemed to be that whether 
or not the learning collaborative succeeds, the city of 
Wilmington needs serious changes.
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State education test scores 
dismal, described as ‘crisis’ 

BY JAREK RUTZ

Delaware’s 2022 test scores were released Tuesday, and 
they aren’t pretty. Just 30% of Delaware students in 
grades three to eight met grade level math requirements, 
while 42% earned a proficient score in English language 
arts. 

These scores come from the state-administered 
Smarter Balanced Assessment, an end-of-the-year  
summative test that measures the abilities of students 
in grades three through eight in math and reading.

Because of the pandemic, there was no testing in 2020, 
and education officials have expressed concern over the 
value and accuracy of data in 2021. Compared to 2019, 
the last year with a full and complete dataset, Delaware’s 
reading and math scores plummeted further and they 
already ranked in the bottom half of the country. 

“This is a crisis, there’s no other way around it,” said 
Laurisa Schutt, executive director of First State Educate, 
a local education advocacy group.

The Department of Education also published the 
state’s SAT scores Tuesday, and they also show a drop, 

but not as much as the Smart Balanced test.
TEST SCORES RELEASE

In 2019, 48% of students scored proficiently in the  
evidence-based reading and writing portion, 28%  
tested proficient in math, and 42% reached that mark in 
the essay portion. 

In 2022, the numbers are 47% for the evidence-based 
reading and writing portion, 24% for math, and 38% for 
the essay. 

“We were using these test results as a baseline for  
recovery,” said Theresa Bennett, director of the Office 
of Assessment at the Department of Education. 

The subpar scores come even though more than $600 
million has been allocated to Delaware education for 
pandemic relief. 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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5 First State teens named 
‘National Student Leaders’

BY JAREK RUTZ

Five Delaware junior and senior high school students 
have been selected as Bank of America Student Leaders.

The Student Leader Program began in 2004 with the 
intent to help prepare students to enter the workforce 
through skills-building and leadership development.

“The students are standout young adults who were  
selected for their involvement in standing up against 
inequality and injustice, as well as devoting their time 
volunteering across the Delaware region,” said a state-
ment released by Bank of America.

The Delaware students are:
Timothy Nguyen, a senior at Newark High School, 

selected for advocating for proper school funding at his 
school to support the continuation of clubs and help 
with social and educational growth.

Education

Tyasia Cannon, a recent graduate of Dover High 
School, selected for assisting with funding grants in 
Delaware to help non-profit organizations service the 
uninsured.

Samhitha Vallury, a senior at MOT Charter High 
School, selected for participating as a state leader for 
the Delaware State Leadership Conference through the 
Business Professionals of America organization. 

MayEllen Clark, a senior at Cab Calloway School of 
the Arts, selected for creating a club at her school hon-
oring her late mother that assists peers dealing with 
hardships and aiding the mental and physical distress 
from loss.

Caleb Odou, a recent graduate of Saint Mark’s High 
School, selected for orchestrating a meeting with the 

Delaware secretary of education through the Youth  
Advocacy Council to advocate for better funding at 
schools that impact minority students.

These students are now midway through their paid 
internship, which focuses on workforce skills, leader-
ship and civic engagement with the Food Bank of Del-
aware. They’re also involved in the food bank’s summer 
culinary program. Their work will assist in hunger re-
lief efforts statewide.

Delaware’s five are among 300 community-focused 
juniors and seniors recognized annually. 

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
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Black doulas aim to reduce 
ethnic birth disparities

BY BETSY PRICE

Adrienne Dawson’s breathing was becoming erratic 
and panicky as her contractions increased while she la-
bored last month with her first child at Christiana Care.

Doula Ariandra Clark leaned over and rested her 
hand calmly on Dawson’s chest, and they looked into 
each other’s eyes.

“Calm down,” Clark said kindly. If Dawson kept 
breathing like that, she would pass out, Clark told her.

Dawson relaxed a bit, began controlling her breathing 
better and a little while later welcomed her daughter, 
Brynn-Leigh.

It may not sound like much, the Dover mom said, but 
that brief touch illustrates the emotional and physical 
value of having a doula in the delivery room.

“That was a pretty special moment,” Dawson said.
WHAT A DOULA DOES

A doula works as a pregnancy and labor assistant of 
sorts, providing information as well as physical and 
emotional comfort before, during and after birth.  
Doulas don’t provide medical care of any kind or accom-
pany patients to medical appointments. But Delaware 
hospitals and birthing centers welcome them as a mem-
ber of the delivery team who is focused on the mom’s 
well-being.

That can be especially important to people of color, 
said Erica Allen, a doula whose nonprofit Do Care  
Doula Foundation Inc. is sponsoring a doula training 

Aug. 20-21 for Black doulas. Classes will be taught by 
Birth Arts International with trainer Ashanti Rivera 
coming from Connecticut.

One reason Allen wants to focus on people of color is 
that Black mothers in Delaware are 52% more likely to 
birth a preterm baby, according to the March of Dimes. 

“The training that we provide teaches our Doulas how 
to support birthing people/moms through pregnancy, 
childbirth and their immediate postpartum,” Allen 
said. “We go over nutrition, evidence-based research of 
medical conditions that may require lifestyle adjust-
ments, birth plans, comfort techniques for labor, breast-
feeding support and so much more.”

So far, her program has assisted in more than 30 Black 
births.

While some doulas can be paid up to $1,000 to handle 
a birth, many of the moms don’t have to pay because the 
state and others have given grants to doula programs to 
increase the care for moms.

A friend recommended Clark to Dawson, who says 
she would “10 out of 10” recommend having a doula.
A WATER BIRTH FOR BABY NO. 3

So would Talaya Hayes of Dover.
In her first two pregnancies, she only wanted her hus-

band in the room because she felt like so much chaos 
surrounds a birth. She realized, though, that her husband 
was having his own parental experiences and she wanted 

him to be able to enjoy the moment without having to 
focus on her.

She thought the family couldn’t afford a doula, but 
was told by a friend on the Moms of Delaware, or MOD 
Squad, Facebook page that she might qualify for one of 
the grants.

Like Dawson, Hayes talked to several doulas before 
settling on the one she used, a practice encouraged by 
doulas to ensure a good relationship.

Hayes’ search was simplified somewhat because she 
was having her baby at The Birth Center in Newark, 
and they required doulas to be vaccinated. That limited 
the pool a bit.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
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AG Jennings announces 
abortion hotline

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

In the wake of the U.S. Supreme Court’s June decision 
that gave individual states the power to regulate abor-
tion, Delaware Attorney General Kathy Jennings on 
Monday announced a hotline Delawareans and out-of-
staters can call to answer questions about abortion  
access in the First State.

Those with questions about abortion access can call 
(302) 992-8096. A representative from the ACLU of  
Delaware will direct the caller to a free, confidential  
legal expert who will provide guidance on the law in 
Delaware.

Jennings emphasized that abortion remains legal in 
Delaware despite the Dobbs decision. Delaware will not 

extradite women to other states where abortions are 
unlawful, she said.

“Abortion is legal in Delaware, but millions of women 
in our sister states face legal and medical peril because 
of their states’ draconian abortion laws,” Jennings said. 
“Our abortion legal helpline is 100% free, completely 
confidential, and ready to help anyone—be they resi-
dents of our state, visitors, or providers.”

More information can be found at www.de.gov/abor-
tionhelpline.
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3 new cases of monkeypox 
found in Delaware

BY STAFF WRITER

A 42-year-old Kent County man and two New Castle 
County men, 19 and 24, have become the fourth, fifth 
and sixth Delawareans to test positive for monkeypox.

The risk to the general public in Delaware remains 
low, the Division of Public Health said Aug. 4.

None of the individuals reported recent travel. While 
at least one individual confirmed close intimate contact 
with another individual, none reported close contact 
with someone known to have monkeypox. All three  
individuals reported close contact with a very limited 
number of individuals and are self-isolating.

The first Delaware case of monkeypox, caused by a 
virus dubbed MPX, was found in a 46-year-old man in 
New Castle County and announced July 12.

Though U.S. Health Secretary Xavier Becerra de-
clared monkeypox a national public health emergency 
Aug. 4, the Division of Public Health does not plan to 
make a similar declaration specific to Delaware, the 
agency said in a press release. “However, low risk does 
not mean no risk,” the agency said.

There have been more than 6,600 confirmed infec-
tions in the United States—overwhelmingly among gay 
and bisexual men. Anyone may contract monkeypox, 
though certain activities by individuals can increase 
their chance of contracting the virus.

Monkeypox is different from COVID-19 in that it 
spreads primarily through direct contact with the rash 
or scabs of someone with monkeypox.
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