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Old Swedes Church is built out of local blue granite 
and the bricks that were the ballast for the Kalmar  
Nyckel when it sailed to the colonies. Cahill-Krout had 
been a lawyer and owned a property title company  
before deciding to return to school in museum manage-
ment. Even before then, she was on the boards and a 
volunteer at Rockwood Museum, the Military Museum, 
the Newark History Museum and the Wilmington & 
Western Railroad.

“So many of us provincial museums are constantly 
having to compete with the more recognizable and  
better funded du Pont mansions,” Cahill-Krout said.

She hopes inviting them to participate in some way 
with the festival will help raise their profiles, too. In her 
case, she also has to contend with the nearby Kalmar 
Nyckel Foundation’s tall ship and its splashy Copeland 
Maritime Center.

“It is pretty magnificent,” she stressed. “So any expo-
sure that we can get, that helps tell our story and helps 
to elevate our program is just so appreciated.”

A key component of the festival is the Swedish meat-
ball competition. Among the groups who will compete 
at 2 p.m. are Jerry Deen’s (the only sit-down restaurant 
on the east side peninsula, she says), Pizza by Elizabeths, 
Ole Tapas, BBC Tavern, Maiale Sausage and Go Vegan 
Philly. Cahill-Krout said organizers tried to get the 
Swedish furniture superstore IKEA in Philly to partici-
pate, too, but couldn’t work it out.

Old Swedes is the nickname for Holy Trinity Church, 
the centerpiece of the property at East 7th and Church 
Street in Wilmington. It’s thought to be the oldest 
church in the country still used for services.

Old Swedes to hold its first 
Swedish summer festival

BY BETSY PRICE

Old Swedes Historic Site, a quiet corner of First State 
National Historical Park, this month will hold its first 
summer festival, complete with a Swedish meatball 
competition. Organizers hope the Midsommar Festival, 
set for June 25 on Wilmington’s east side, will become 
an annual event and raise the profile of Old Swedes.

Leoné L. Cahill-Krout, who became executive director 
of Old Swedes last year, said she got the idea for a festival 
after realizing how many ethnic festivals already exist.

“You look around and you have the Polish festival, the 
Greek Festival, the Italian festival,” she said. “There’s a 

very strong Swedish heritage here, too.”
She plans to honor that birthright with a Midsommar 

Festival—popular in Sweden—by including folk music 
performances, food trucks, a beer garden, cornhole and 
flower crown crafting. The festival also will include 
Eastside neighborhood groups, such as the Xperience 
Drum Corps from nearby River of Love Christian  
Center, and attractions from other small museums.

It will showcase sheep from Greenbank Mill and Mary 
Torbey, a curator at the Newark History Museum, who 
will dress as a revolutionary soldier and play the fife.
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Big Brothers, Sisters snags 
$900,000 MacKenzie Scott donation
BY BETSY PRICE

A surprise $900,000 donation from philanthropist 
MacKenzie Scott will double the annual budget of the 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Delaware.

The organization, which pairs at-risk children with 
adult mentors, is still discussing how to use the donation, 
which the organization did not apply for or know about 
until the staff got a call, said Anya Lindsey-Jenkins,  
executive director.

The organization now has 1,100 children paired with 
mentors and would like to dramatically expand that, 
especially in Sussex County, Lindsey-Jenkins said. Even 
before the donation, 125 children were waiting for 
matches.

Big Brothers and Big Sisters’ annual budget usually is 
a little under $1 million. The Delaware group’s dona-
tion was part of the $122 million that Scott gave the  
national organization. The Delaware group was one of 
only 38 of the 232 Big Brothers Big Sisters agencies to 
receive a gift.

An author who divorced Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, 
Scott is worth $36.2 billion, according to Forbes. She is 
considered one of the five richest women in the world. 
With many other billionaires, she pledged to give away 
a lot of her money in her lifetime.

Among her donations is $20 million to Delaware State 
University, $10 million to the YMCA of Delaware and 
$3.5 million to the Sussex County Habitat for Humanity.

Lindsey-Jenkins said the organization was told that 
Scott’s foundation had researched them and their im-
pact before making the donation, which is unrestricted.

“It’s definitely a testimony to the work we’re doing in 
the community and the need for mentoring in Dela-
ware,” she said. “It is up to us to determine what we 
think the community needs and how we decide how we 
want to serve it using those funds.”

The donation was also the largest to the national and 
the Delaware organization since its founding in 1964.

Right now, Big Brothers finds children through 
schools, their families and other organizations. Adults—
from the age of 18 to 70—all volunteer. All volunteers 
are rigorously vetted, Lindsey-Jenkins said. Both the 
families and the volunteers, who are not paid in any 
way, go through training about what to expect.

The nonprofit also creates events for the “littles” and 
“bigs” to attend together and bond over. A recent trip to 
an Eagles game for sports-loving pairs proved popular, 
she said.

The organization provides case management guid-
ance if a volunteer or family should have a life-altering 
event, ranging from the death of a family member to 
dealing with helping a child pick and apply for colleges.

Lindsey-Jenkins said relationships typically last a year, 
but some go on to last much longer, even a lifetime.

Community

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MacKenzie_Scott
https://bbbsde.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeff_Bezos
https://www.forbes.com/profile/mackenzie-scott/?sh=24ee0d89243d
https://www.desu.edu/
https://www.desu.edu/
https://www.ymcade.org/
https://www.sussexcountyhabitat.org/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/big-brothers-sisters-snags-900000-mackenzie-scott-donation/
https://www.towerhill.org/admission/open-houses-and-tours


6

up in North Carolina for college after attending a  
summer dance intensive there between her junior and 
senior years at American High School.

Officially, Smith’s degrees are a bachelor’s in fine arts 
in contemporary dance and a minor in arts entrepre-
neurship.

When she returned to Singapore, she founded her 
own dance company and became a Lincoln Center  
Kenan Fellow. She’s managing the company from the 
road and just finished the fellowship, which required 
the six fellows to create a show together, Smith said 
during a phone call from the airport in Columbia, South 
Carolina.

Until she signed on with “Fiddler,” Smith said she had 
no idea dancers could create a career in traveling shows. 
She’s already been asked back for next year’s tour and 
could imagine doing it for several years. But having a 
steady job in a place like New York would be great, too, 
she said. “Life sometimes can throw you some curve-
balls, so I’m excited to see what happens,” she said.

Smith hasn’t been home since she started the tour in 
October. She now only gets to go home during the  
summer, when she stays for a month or so. That makes 
managing her dance company and its summer inten-
sive program a bit tricky.

She’s determined, though, to offer dancers there the 
opportunity to push their craft with something like 
summer intensives, to which she didn’t feel like she had 
access to in high school.

The lengthy absence from her family and the city she 
considers home haven’t been an issue, she said.

‘Fiddler on the Roof’ 
dancer performs male, 

female roles

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Lauren Blair Smith sometimes portrays a woman in 
the national tour of “Fiddler on the Roof,” coming to 
Wilmington this week. Sometimes, she’s one of the guys.

Smith, who snagged the role as a dancer and under-
study to two of the featured characters right out of  
college, dances as a woman in the first big musical scene, 
“Tradition.” Then she pulls up her pants and jumps in 
with the guys for “To Life.”

“You can definitely spot me,” she says. “I’m like just 
over 5 foot and all the guys are probably at least 6 foot.”

“Fiddler on the Roof” follows a Jewish family with 
three daughters of marriageable age, with minds of their 
own about who they’ll marry. They live in a 1905 Rus-
sian town that the military is trying to push Jews out of.

The musical will play Thursday through Saturday at 
the Playhouse on Rodney Square, 1007 N. Market St., 

with matinees Saturday and Sunday. Tickets are $48-
$107. The best tickets left are Friday and Saturday nights.

The musical is nearly 60 years old, and Smith said one 
of the things she’s realized is how much its themes con-
tinue to resonate in today’s world, including dealing 
with change, women’s rights and ethnic cleansing.

After each show, the cast tells the audience that it’s 
dedicating the performance to Ukraine and its people, 
who are fighting Russia.

At 23 and just out of the North Carolina School of the 
Arts, Smith had returned home to Singapore after grad-
uation last year when she got a call from her teacher. He 
told her that producers were casting “Fiddler on the Roof” 
and he thought she was a good fit. So did the producers.

Smith, who was born in San Francisco, moved to  
Singapore with her family when she was three. She ended 
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Symphony’s season will include 
‘Cold Mountain,’ ‘Harry Potter’

BY BETSY PRICE

The Delaware Symphony Orchestra’s upcoming  
season will celebrate the 20th anniversary of maestro 
David Amado, include a world premiere, feature a  
concert of movie music and return to Sussex County 
performances.

“The DSO and I have planned a gorgeous, wide-rang-
ing season—from Beethoven to Harry Potter, and most 
things in between,” said Amado in a press release. “It’s a 
wonderful way to launch back into our new normal—
celebrating our orchestra, our audience, our state, and my 
own 20 years of being part of this landmark institution.”

The season will launch with a Sept. 10 gala postponed 
from New Year’s Eve by COVID-19, featuring Brian 
Stokes Mitchell and soloists from OperaDelaware at 
The Grand. Tickets are available HERE. It will also  
feature only female guest artists.

Community

The five-show Classics series will begin Sept. 23 and 
25 with the premiere of Pulitzer Prize-winning com-
poser Jennifer Higdon’s “Cold Mountain Suite.” The 
music is inspired by her opera, “Cold Mountain,” based 
on Charles Frazier’s 1997 novel. It was commissioned 
by the Sante Fe Opera, Opera Philadelphia, the Minne-
sota Opera and the North Carolina Opera.

Higdon, who lives in Philadelphia, will be guest com-
poser for the show at The Grand on Sept. 23 at 7:30 p.m. 
and at Cape Henlopen High School Sept. 25 at 2:30 p.m.

Also on the Made in America program are Ives/
Schuman’s “Variations on America” and Dvořák’s 
“Symphony No. 9 from the New World.” The other four 
shows will include:

•  Defying Star Nov. 11, featuring soloist Michelle 
Cann on piano;

•  Jan. 20’s Classic Romance featuring Leelanee Ster-
rett on horn;

•  March 24 and March 26’s Classics of Film, which 
will play at The Grand and at Cape Henlopen High 
School and feature music from “Out of Africa,” 
“Casablanca,” The Magnificent Seven,” “Dr. Zhivago,” 
“Star Trek: First Contact” and “Harry Potter and the 
Sorcerer’s Stone;

•  April 28’s Amado conducts Beethoven, celebrating 
his 20 seasons.

The three-show chamber series will start Oct. 25 at 
the DuPont Country Club with “Amado & Friends,” 
featuring a piano performance from Amado himself.

The Dec. 13 chamber concert, “Holidays at the Hotel,” 
will feature the Wilmington Children’s Chorus at the 
Hotel DuPont’s Gold Ballroom.

The final chamber concert will be Igor Stavinksy’s 
“The Soldier’s Tale,” with Delaware Shakespeare doing 
a staged performance, at the country club.

“It is exciting to finally announce this season, culmi-
nating many months of hard work,” said J.C. Barker,  
executive director. “The past three years have been a long 
road for this organization. This season will be a celebra-
tion of David, our state, and the resilience and support 
of every stakeholder, from musicians to patrons, who 
make up the Delaware Symphony Orchestra family.”

For more or to buy tickets, go to www.delawaresym-
phony.org.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
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TWO favorite summer 
festivals return

BY BETSY PRICE

Two of Delaware’s favorite summer festivals return 
next week. The Wilmington Greek Festival is back for 
its 47th year, offering online ordering and curbside 
pickup, which proved popular during the COVID-19 
pandemic. It started Monday, June 6 and runs through 
June 11.

St. Anthony’s Italian Festival starts the next day,  
Sunday, June 12, and this year will go cashless. Patrons 
are asked to buy one kind of card for rides and another 
to spend on food, beverages and vendor sales, but vendors 
also will accept credit cards. It runs through June 19.

The Greek Festival
Sponsored by Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church 

at 808 N. Broom St., the festival is designed to create the 
sights, sounds and aromas of a Greek village. It offers 
indoor and outdoor dining, along with take-out and 
pickup, as well as shopping and entertainment.

Among the selections are: stuffed peppers, ($10); 
chicken and orzo ($12); Greek salad ($10); four stuffed 
grape leaves, available with seasoned beef or meatless 
($7) ; pastichio ($12); pastichio sampler with pastichio, 
spanakopita, tyropita and meatballs ($20); Moussaka 
Sampler with moussaka, spanakopita, tiropita and 
meatballs ($20); moussaka ($12); four Keftedees, which 
are meatballs in sauce ($3); tyropita, which are layers of 
phyllo dough stuffed with feta cheese ($8); spanakopita, 
which is layers of phyllo dough stuffed with spinach and 
feta ($8); rice pudding ($5), and a pastry variety box ($18).

The Italian Festival
Considered the largest Delaware festival, the event is 

the primary fundraiser for St. Anthony of Padua Grade 
School. It features all kinds of food, including the 
church’s own spaghetti sauce; carnival rides for every 
age; vendors selling all manners of wares, including 
pastries; and a variety of entertainment. Restaurants on 
site will be Caffé Gelato, La Casa Pasta/Chesapeake Inn, 
and Luigi and Giovanni’s.

Admission is $5 per person. Children under 13 are 
free, but must be accompanied by an adult. Eight-day 
passes are being sold in advance for $12 and will be $15 
on site.

The festival, which will be held at 901 N. Dupont 
Street, generally clogs the neighborhoods around it with 
patrons parking all over. There is also free secure park-
ing at Salesianum School at 1801 N. Broom St., with 
shuttle bus services from one hour prior to opening 
through 30 minutes afterward.

The site is open from 11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. each day, 
and really starts opa opa-ing in the evening as people 
crowd the outdoor tables to drink, mingle and down a 
gyro, souvlaki and kalamari from booths outside as 
they watch dancers and singers.

The indoor dining room offers the best choices, but a 
warning to the wise: The choices diminish during the 
week as fans double down on their favorites. It also of-
fers specials. On Tuesday through Thursday, stuffed 
peppers and roasted potatoes are available and on Fri-
day, patrons can find baked fish plaki with string beans.

Many of the items can be bought at the festival’s take-
out booth on the south side of the property. Food can be 
ordered on site and carried to a table or out the gate.

Most of the menu is available for online ordering 
Monday through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The 
system allows you to order, pay and set a pickup time.
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Hammy’s is a notch above a burger chain like Five Guys; there are plans to serve 
alcohol. But don’t let a beer get in the way of trying one of the milkshakes, which 
come in a Mason-style glass with a swirl of whipped cream.

The Eastern Shore Connection
The original Hammy’s is in St. Michaels, Maryland, and it’s not the only Eastern 

Shore restaurant that Agharabi has brought to the Delaware Coast. Theo’s Steaks, 
Sides & Spirits now occupies a(MUSE.)’s old digs, and Ava’s Pizzeria and Wine Bar, 
which has siblings in St. Michaels and Cambridge, Maryland, is in Jake’s Seafood 
House’s original downtown building.

Pick a Taco
Latin flavors continue to trend in beach eats. Taco Reho has morphed from a  

popular food truck into a full-fledged restaurant with counter service and a drive-
through.The Tex-Mex eatery is worth a visit just for the décor, which salutes Billy 
Lucas’s days as a caterer for rock bands. But the tasty tacos, burritos and bowls are the 
main attractions.

Also on Route 1, Agave has opened a second location in the old Jake’s Seafood 
House. The demand for a seat in the original downtown Lewes location gave Agave a 
mystique. One wonders if having two will dilute the appeal.

But the hefty margaritas, guacamole—some of the best in Delaware—and fish tacos 
are doing their job. Judging by the crowds, both sites are doing well.

Breakfast—More
Beachcombers love their breakfast. Zava Café took over Duck Donuts’ Rehoboth 

space in the Avenue Inn & Spa building. The breakfast and lunch spot, which special-
izes in healthy selections, is owned by Danio Somoza and Thaina Bittencourt.

Samoza is the owner of Harvest Tide Steakhouse, which has Lewes and Bethany 
Beach locations, and Zoca, a Mexican restaurant in Bethany Beach.

Oysters, burgers, brews 
among new Delaware 
beach eats

BY BETSY PRICE

Forget the ocean. Many visitors come to Delaware’s coast for the beach eats—and 
with good reason. The concepts cover the gamut, from smashed burgers to samosas.
What’s more, the culinary action is no longer confined to the beach as development 
continues along Route 1 and toward the inland bays.

If you’re headed to the beach this summer, here are some places to try.
Smash Up:  A smash burger is dropped on the grill and then pressed to create a toasty 

exterior and, hopefully, still juicy interior. The technique is popping up in main-
stream restaurants, but two coastal establishments have built a business around it.

For instance, Smash Mouth Burgers, a food truck, replaced Taco Reho’s vehicle 
next to Big Chill Surf Cantina in Rehoboth. (More on Taco Reho later.) The cantina 
does not offer food, so the symbiotic relationship gives Big Chill patrons that warm 
and fuzzy feeling.

Nearby, Hammy’s Burgers & Shakes opened on June 2 in Rehoboth. The restau-
rant, located in Palate’s old space near the Safeway, is named for owner Chris Aghar-
abi’s beagle, Hamlet, and the décor is for the dogs. When it opened, Hammy’s invited 
customers to bring in dog photos for a free order of tater tots, and the images are now 
wall art. CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

Food & Dining
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Carbon emissions goals released 
from Senate committee

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A controversial bill setting Delaware’s goals for reduc-
ing greenhouse gas emissions was released from the 
Senate Environment and Energy Committee Wednesday 
and will advance to the Senate floor for a vote. 

Senate Bill 305, the Delaware Climate Change Solu-
tions Act, would require Delaware to reduce its carbon  
emissions by 50% before 2030 and by 90% before 2050. 

Opponents said the bill sets unrealistic goals, passes 
additional costs on to energy consumers and gives the 
Department of Natural Resources and Environmental 
Control unchecked authority to implement programs 
without oversight by the General Assembly.

David Stevenson, director of Caesar Rodney Institute’s 
Center for Energy and Environmental Policy, pointed 
to a line in the bill that says, “The State shall implement 
programs necessary to achieve the 2030 Target and the 

2050 Target of economy-wide gross greenhouse gas 
emissions reductions.”

“I’ve been doing this for a dozen years,” Stevenson 
told the committee. “I can see DNREC interpreting this 
that they have this authority.”

DNREC Secretary Shawn Garvin said his department 
will not be gaining any new powers.

“It does not create any new regulatory authorities that 
we don’t already have,” Garvin said. “It recognizes the 
greenhouse gas reduction goals, establishes a process 
for evaluating progress towards those goals and ensures 
adequate legislative authority for state agencies to in-
corporate climate change into agency decision making.”

Garvin said one line in the bill is confusing people 
and making them think the bill creates new regulatory 
authority.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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House committee OKs semi-
automatic, under 21 purchase ban

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Bills to ban semi-automatic firearms and restrict the 
purchase of guns by Delawareans 21 and older were  
released from a House committee Wednesday and will 
advance to the House floor for a vote.

The hearing attracted a crowd of well over 100 con-
cerned citizens on both sides of the issue, many of whom 
filled lawmakers’ seats in the House chamber.

House Bill 450, which would ban semi-automatic 
weapons, asserts that “the proliferation and use of  
assault weapons poses a threat to the health, safety, and 
security of all citizens of this state.”

“The intention of this legislation is simple and clear: 
to make sure that the next Uvalde, the next Buffalo, the 
next Sandy Hook, does not take place in the state of 
Delaware,” said Majority Leader Rep. Valerie Longhurst, 
D-Delaware City, the bill’s sponsor.

“It’s to make sure in Delaware, it is against the law to 
obtain the kinds of weapons that can inflict this level of 
carnage and devastation—highly lethal weapons with 
their origins in the field of military combat—which 
have ended up in our schools and our shopping malls,” 
Longhurst said. A list specifying the weapons affected 
by the legislation is available HERE.

HB 451 would make it illegal for a person under the 
age of 21 to purchase, own, possess or control a firearm 
or ammunition except under limited circumstances. 

“We are witnessing things in this country that I never 
thought we would ever see,” said House Speaker Pete 
Schwartzkopf, D-Rehoboth, the bill’s sponsor. “I have 
guns, I believe in the Second Amendment, but I also 
believe there’s a right, by government, to put certain 
laws in place and this is one I think we can do.”

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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Government Bill to ban 
abortions after 
20 weeks fails in 
committee

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A bill to ban abortions that occur 20 or more weeks 
after fertilization failed in a Delaware Senate committee 
Tuesday. Senate Bill 235, dubbed the “Pain-Capable  
Unborn Child Protection Act,” asserts that fetuses are 
capable of experiencing pain around 20 weeks after  
fertilization. 

Advancements in medical science and technology 
have moved the point of viability forward necessitating 
additional protections for unborn children, said Sen. 
Bryant Richardson, R-Seaford, the bill’s sponsor. 

“Whenever a woman goes in for an abortion, two  
patients go in and only one comes out,” Richardson told 
the Senate Legislative Oversight and Sunset Commit-
tee. “The child becomes a victim.”

Opponents, including representatives from Planned 
Parenthood of Delaware and the American College of 

Obstetricians and Gynecologists, said the bill attempts 
to legislate what should be a sensitive medical decision 
between women and their doctors. 

Abortions after 20 weeks are extremely rare, they said, 
and most often happen when either the child’s or  
mother’s life is in danger. 

“Over 99% of abortions occur before 21 weeks,” said 
Ruth Lytle-Barnaby, president and CEO of Planned 
Parenthood of Delaware. “These are people that have 
picked out names—these are people that have painted 
the rooms—they have started to have baby showers.”

Richardson said that’s no excuse to “give a death  
sentence to an unborn child,” especially given that “a lot 
of times, as far as the unborn child, there are misdiag-
noses.” 

“I think there’s been a lot of examples of the child  
being born and the doctors have been wrong in their 
diagnosis,” Richardson said. “So I think, you know, we 
should err on the side of the unborn child.”

Having failed to be released from the committee, the 
bill will not advance to the Senate floor for a vote.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/bill-to-ban-abortions-after-20-weeks/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?legislationId=79175
http://www.hagley.org/
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House Majority Leader Rep. Valerie Longhurst, 
D-Delaware City, voted in favor of HB 371 but did not 
vote on the override. 

Rep. Ed Osienski, D-Newark, the driving force behind 
this year’s attempt to legalize cannabis, suggested he 
would not pursue another hearing of House Bill 372, a 
second bill aimed at taxing and regulating the substance. 

“Unfortunately, the outcome was not what I wanted, 
but I do want to say that I’m proud that I have been 
fighting for something that such a large majority of Del-
awareans want,” Osienski said after the vote. “It’s kind 
of what I feel that I was sent down here to do and I’m 
appreciative of all the work I’ve done with my colleagues, 
but most of all, I feel good that I was working for Dela-
wareans.”

The vote happened hours after cannabis supporters 
gathered at Legislative Hall to encourage the override. 

Government

House votes against overriding 
Carney’s marijuana veto
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

An attempt to override Gov. John Carney’s veto of a 
bill to legalize marijuana possession failed in the Dela-
ware House of Representatives Tuesday.

With the vote, this year’s endeavor to end marijuana 
prohibition in Delaware is all but certainly dead. 

Numerous lawmakers who previously voted to pass 
House Bill 371 voted against the veto override Tuesday 
out of an apparent unwillingness to stand up against 
the term-limited Carney. 

Twenty representatives voted to override the veto. 
Twenty voted against the override. One representative 
did not vote.

The following representatives who voted to pass HB 
371 voted against overriding the veto:

 Rep. Andria Bennett, D-Dover
 Rep. Stephanie T. Bolden, D-Wilmington
 Rep. Bill Carson, D-Smyrna
 Rep. Sean Matthews, D-Claymont
 Rep. Mike Ramone, R-Pike Creek
 Rep. Jeff Spiegelman, R-Hartley

Reduce. Reuse. Repeat.
Kenny Family ShopRites of Delaware

care about the environment. Instead of using 
650K single-use plastic bags a week, our 
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waste to just 100,500 reusable bags a week! 
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Thank you for your commitment 
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beautiful place.
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kennyfamilystores

@kennyfamstores

Join Our Team

At Kenny Family 
ShopRites of Delaware,
we’re a team.
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enjoy a variety of benefits enjoy a variety of benefits 
and flexible schedules.

Apply today at
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Del. Senate again votes to ban high-
capacity magazines

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A bill aimed at restricting the capacity of firearm 
magazines passed in the state Senate Tuesday by a vote 
of 13 to 7. 

Senate Substitute 1 for Senate Bill 6 bans the posses-
sion, sale, purchase, receipt or transfer of magazines 
that hold more than 17 rounds of ammunition. That’s 
higher than the 10 round-maximum in Maryland, New 
Jersey and New York. One Democrat—Sen. Bruce  
Ennis, D-Smyrna—voted against the bill. 

“Delaware took a major step forward today in address-
ing gun violence,” said Senate President Pro Tempore 
Dave Sokola, D-Newark, the bill’s prime Senate spon-
sor. “No responsible gun owner has a legitimate need to 
fire off more than 17 rounds without reloading.” 

A previous rendition of the bill already passed in both 
chambers but lost steam after two amendments were 

attached in the House. The bill never returned to the 
Senate for final approval.

The substitute bill took on new life after a series of 
mass shootings sparked another nationwide debate on 
“common-sense” gun reform measures.

The bill appropriates $45,000 for a compensation  
program to allow residents to hand over their large- 
capacity magazines to participating law enforcement 
agencies in exchange for $10 compensation per magazine.
Residents would have until June 30, 2023 to relinquish 
their magazines. Those who fail to turn over their 
high-capacity magazines by that deadline could be 
found guilty of a Class E felony. It would be a Class B 
felony to possess a large-capacity magazine during the 
commission of a felony. 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

Government
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Cannabis 
supporters 
rally to 
override 
Carney’s 
veto

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Lawmakers, activists and citizens gathered in front of 
Legislative Hall Tuesday to encourage the General  
Assembly to override Gov. John Carney’s veto of House 
Bill 371, the bill to legalize marijuana possession. Carney 
vetoed the bill in May, citing questions about the long-
term health and economic impacts of recreational  
marijuana use.

“I respect the Legislative Branch’s role in this process, 
and I understand that some hold a different view on this 
issue,” Carney said at the time. “However, I have been 
clear about my position since before I took office, and I 
have articulated my concerns many times.”

Carney relied on antiquated ideas and faulty science 
when he vetoed the bill, attendees said during Tuesday’s 
rally.

Government

“Gov. Carney minimized the problem with cannabis 
prohibition during his veto statement by stating no one 
is in jail for the use or possession of small amounts of 
cannabis,” said Zoë Patchell, president of the Delaware 
Cannabis Advocacy Network. “But that statement  
neglects to account for the broader negative effects and 
collateral consequences that occur as a result of canna-
bis prohibition.”

Patchell said Delaware’s current law results in uncon-
stitutional searches, disproportionate prosecution of 
Black Delawareans, and tens of millions in lost tax  
revenue to surrounding states, including New Jersey, 
which legalized possession, cultivation and sale last year. 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
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Delaware GOP 
unveils ‘Rescue 
Delaware’ plan at 
state convention

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Delaware state Republicans on June 4 introduced a 
plan to “Rescue Delaware” during a state convention 
that featured a slate of uncontested statewide GOP  
candidates and rallying cries to stand against “woke-
ism,” election-tampering and the “radical left.”

The newly-minted “Rescue Delaware” agenda includes 
policy objectives the party believes are “supported by a 
majority of Delawareans across all party lines” and will 
“lead to a better quality of life for everyone living in our 
state.”

Party officials presented the platform before a packed 
convention hall in Rehoboth Beach where just 24 hours 
earlier U.S. President Joe Biden delivered remarks on 

the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ May jobs report. The 
GOP’s 20-page manifesto acknowledges the uphill  
battle Republicans face in the overwhelmingly blue state 
where Democrats outnumber Republicans by nearly 
two to one. 

“The Democrat Party has controlled the governor’s 
office since the election of Tom Carper in 1992,” the 
platform reads. “Without exaggeration, Delaware’s state 
government is firmly in the grip of the Democrat Party. 
Unfortunately, this one-party rule has done nothing to 
improve the quality of education, the availability of 
health care, or the prevention and reduction of crime.”

But to get elected, Republicans must do more than say 
Democratic Party policies are bad, the plan says. Instead, 
candidates must unite behind policies that will advance 
Delaware and create an economy that works for every-
one, according to the platform.

Among the key areas addressed in the document are:
•  Ensuring a superior education that prepares chil-

dren to compete in business and the world;
•  Improving healthcare outcomes and lowering 

healthcare costs;
• Preserving a livable Delaware;

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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Carney’s 
Chancery Court 
nomination 
draws fire from 
activists

BY BETSY PRICE

Gov. John Carney on June 3 nominated Wilmington 
lawyer Nathan A. Cook to serve on the Delaware Court 
of Chancery. He also nominated Kelly Hicks Sheridan 
to serve as a commissioner for the Family Court in New 
Castle County.

Cook, managing partner of Block & Leviton’s Dela-
ware office, was chosen to replace Joseph R. Slights III, 
who retired in January. Efforts were unsuccessful to 
immediately reach Cook for comment.

“I want to thank these two qualified nominees for 
their willingness to serve the people of the state of Del-
aware,” Carney said in a press release. “I’m confident 
that each has the experience and judgment necessary to 
serve as part of Delaware’s world-class judiciary.” The 
Delaware Senate must confirm their nominations.

The nomination drew quick condemnation from Cit-
izens for Judicial Fairness, the new name for Citizens 
for a Pro-Business Delaware. That nonprofit started in 
protest of a Chancery Court case, but has branched out 
to include judicial fairness and transparency in courts 
across the country.

It has been lobbying for a Black judge to replace Slights. 
The last Black judge on the court was Delaware Supreme 
Court Justice Tamika R. Montgomery-Reeves, who was 
elevated to that court in 2019.

“This a spineless decision from Gov. Carney,” said 
Citizens for Judicial Fairness Campaign Manager Chris 
Coffey in a press release. “He should be ashamed—we 
will fight this with grassroots and paid media and we 
won’t stop.”

Civil rights activist Rev. Al Sharpton recently headed 
a rally in Dover to mark the organization’s name change 
and to lobby for more judges and judicial officials of 
color.

“Gov. Carney has ignored the pleas of his constituents 
and betrayed his own professed commitment to diversi-
ty and equity with this decision,” Sharpton said in the 
press release. “The all-white chancery should not remain 
all white in the year 2022 in a state with nearly 40% 
people of color.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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Medical privacy bill threatens 
parental rights, GOP reps say

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

All 15 Republican state representatives have taken a 
stand against a bill they say is designed to usurp parental 
authority.

House Bill 400, sponsored by Rep. Krista Griffith, 
D-Fairfax, would allow dependents on insurance poli-
cies—adults and children—to receive “confidential  
sensitive health care services” without notifying the 
policyholder. The bill has been dubbed the “Delaware 
Patient Privacy Act.”

Reproductive services, contraceptive care, pregnancy 
testing and counseling, abortion services and gender 
transition services are all listed as “sensitive health care 
services” in the bill. What the bill does not do, as some 
have suggested, is allow children to seek gender-transi-
tion-related services without parental consent.

A May 2022 Fox News report highlighted by host 
Tucker Carlson asserted that the bill “would allow youth 
sex changes [and] abortions without parental OK.” 

That is false.
The bill will not change Delaware’s current consent 

laws, which say that for most medical procedures,  
before treating a patient under the age of 18, consent 
must be obtained from the patient’s parent or legal 
guardian. In addition, under current consent law, the 
parent of a minor younger than 16 must be notified  
before an abortion is provided in Delaware.

Planned Parenthood of Delaware, for example, offers 
transition services to children ages 17 and older, though 
parental consent is required for patients under the age 
of 18.

Proponents say the bill will help protect victims of do-
mestic violence or sexual abuse as well as adult children 
who are using contraceptive services, being tested for 
pregnancy or HIV, among other things. 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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know. “If someone is a multiple felon, it could be small 
felonies, and they’re going to be on a campus or partic-
ipating in the universities, I think that’s incredibly  
important information to have,” said Sen. Colin Bonini, 
R-Dover.

He agreed that some minor offenses shouldn’t be a 
“scarlet letter” to young adults and he praised Pinkney’s 
intention on increasing access for Delaware’s youth. 
However, he said he was “extremely concerned” with 
the bill.

“I mean, don’t we think that families have a right to know 
if there are multiple felonies on their campus?” he said.

“I don’t have a pretty good answer for that,” Pinkney 
said. She reiterated that the intention is not to try to 
block institutions from having information, but to make 
sure that people have fair access to education. Bonini 
said the state should focus instead on making it easier 
for people to receive pardons or expunge convictions 
from their record.

Sen. Ernie Lopez, R-Rehoboth Beach, said there would 
be backlash from parents who want to make sure their 
children are safe on campus.

Among other things Lopez, who is a college admis-
sions officer by day, was how students would feel if they 
did not know they were rooming with a convicted crim-
inal. Lopez pointed out that his office was currently  
doing background checks on 13- and 14-year-olds who 
will be counselors for an on-campus group of younger 
students.

“If we put such a high premium on safety at that age 
level, we should also go as far as screening juveniles,” he 
said.

Bill to ban colleges asking about 
criminal history sparks debate

BY JAREK RUTZ

A bill that would prohibit higher education institu-
tions from asking about an applicant’s criminal history 
is headed to the Delaware House floor. It drew a lot of 
comment during a hearing Wednesday in the Senate 
Education Committee and ultimately passed with one 
yay and three nays on its merits.

Another bill that triggered discussion would give  
parents, guardians and area residents more information 
and opportunities to evaluate public and charter school 
classroom plans. As of early evening Wednesday, the 
votes on that proposed bill had not been published on 
the General Assembly’s website. It is a Republican bill 
and likely to fail because Democrats dominate the com-
mittee.

Senate Bill 13, which would block college application 
questions about criminal backgrounds, is meant to help 

change how the state deals with criminal justice, justice 
reform and the re-entry of people who have been in 
prison, said sponsor Sen. Marie Pinkney, D-New Castle.

“Too often we continuously punish people once 
they’ve served their time by placing roadblocks in their 
access to housing, in their access to employment, in 
their familial relationships, their friendships and in  
education,” she said.

Under the bill, any institution of post-secondary edu-
cation that receives state funds, or private institutions 
that operate campuses in Delaware, will no longer be 
able to ask about criminal conviction on their initial 
admission application. This is known as a “ban the box” 
policy.

But two Republican senators with connections to  
colleges questioned whether those on campus should 

Education
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Districts may get 
financial relief 
for minor school 
capital projects

BY JAREK RUTZ

Poorer Delaware school districts could soon see a  
drop in their financial burdens for minor school capital 
projects. Senate Bill 293, which would change the  
funding formula used by the state, passed the Senate 
unanimously Tuesday. It will now head to the House 
Education Committee for a hearing.

The bill addresses the responsibility of school districts 
to match state-appropriated minor improvement funds 
with 40% local funds, regardless of the financial capacity 
of that district. Technical and charter schools are  
exempt from the 40% match.

“Districts have a great deal of difficulty raising the 
funds, and this bill removes the 40% mandatory local 
match for minor capital improvement funds and replaces 
it with the same formula used for major capital im-
provements,” said Hansen in the debate.

The bill would allow districts with poor financing to 
utilize the same funding formula for major capital proj-
ects to determine how much money they need to match 

for minor jobs, such as HVAC maintenance. Funding 
for major projects is determined through an equaliza-
tion formula that takes into account an “ability index” 
and other factors that shows how much money a  
district has at its disposal to match their funds. The 
equalization formula can mean that a district will pay 
as little as a 20% local match.

The idea, said bill sponsor Stephanie Hansen, D- 
Newark, is to use a more equitable formula so districts 
with less local funding don’t have to pony up the same 
amount of money as those districts with more. The  
local share for districts has already been established for 
fiscal year 2024. It’s different for each district.

Sen. David Sokola, D-Newark, voted for the bill but 
requested that the local matches are not determined 
until after the state finishes its ongoing property reas-
sessments.

“Some districts are way out of date on their reassess-
ment so those local share numbers would be way out of 
line,” he said. “Some of those percentages are going to 
change substantially after the reassessments are com-
pleted by the end of 2024.”

Education
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BY NICK HALLIDAY

St. Mark’s avenged last year’s loss in the state champi-
onship to Caravel with a 2-1 victory to capture the 2022 
DIAA Division II girls soccer state championship.  
Caravel was able to edge the Spartans by a score of 3-2 
last season, but 2022 was St. Mark’s year. 

St. Mark’s took the opening possession of the game 
with a drop-back pass, but went right for the goal in two 
passes and with less than 10 seconds off the clock the 
Spartans already had a shot on goal. Then with 33:34 
left in the first half, Maddie Schepers hit a through pass 
to Emma Manley who was one on one with Caravel 
goalie Riley Pinato, but was unable to score as she hit 
the shot wide of the goal. 

Spartans crowned Division II 
Soccer Champs

Caravel tied things up with 23:17 left in the second 
half. Alaina Alston centered a pass in front of the goal 
from the right side as she caught St. Mark’s goalkeeper 
Marissa Cirillo out of position. The pass got through 
and found the foot of Reese Mushinski as she knocked 
it in the back of the net to tie the game 1-1. 

St. Mark’s scored the go-ahead goal which proved to 
be the game winning goal with 18:52 left in the game. 
Emma Manley took a pass deep in the right corner, but 
was able to bring it out to find Scheppers at the top of 
the box. Scheppers, the Gatorade Player of the Year in 
girls soccer, was able to corral the ball and shoot it with 
her left foot depositing it in the corner of the goal, giving 
the Spartans the lead and the state championship.

Caravel had a couple of chances in the half as well. 
However, neither team was able to score in the first half. 
The game would go into the half with the game tied 
0-0. 

Caravel was set to open the second half with the pos-
session. It took the drop pass and dumped it into its  
offense end, but the Spartans were able to counter. They 
were moving the ball down the field when Katie  
Lennon found Lilly Philips ahead of the Caravel defense 
as she struck the shot into the left side of the net giving 
St. Mark’s a 1-0 lead with less than a minute off the 
clock in the second half (39:18). 
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BY NICK HALLIDAY

Padua Academy and Middletown went the distance 
as they battled for the DIAA Division I girls soccer state 
championship at Delaware State’s Alumni Stadium. 
Padua was able to capture its fourth straight state cham-
pionship with a 3-3 (3-1) penalty kicks victory over 
Middletown. 

At the end of regular time the two teams were tied 
3-3. Padua got on the board first as Madelyn Galbus 
found the loose ball in front of the net off the corner 
kick for a 1-0 lead. Middletown then scored the next 
two goals to take a 2-1 lead. Emma Minzer also found 
herself the lucky recipient of a loose ball in front of the 

Padua win state championship on PENALTY kicks

Padua goal as she scored, and minutes later Rhiannon 
Bosco headed a ball past the Padua goalie Claire Camp-
bell for their second goal. 

Padua was able to tie the game up at 2-2 before the half 
on the second goal from Galbus. Haley Doughtery was 
able to find Galbus on a great crossing pass, as Galbus 
kicked it in the upper left hand corner of the goal. 

Padua again struck first in the second half. Dough-
erty added another assist—this time she found Maddie 
Moser in front of the net—and she settled it, then scored 
on a goal in the bottom left corner of the net. Middle-
town answered with eight minutes left in the game as 

Sports

Bosco scored her second goal. Bosco picked up a loose 
ball that got away from Padua’s Campbell and scored on 
the empty net tying the game to force overtime. 

In two 10-minute overtimes, neither team was able to 
score, which forced the game into penalty kicks. Each 
team sent five players out to take penalty shots to decide 
the game. Padua was leading 2-1 in penalty kicks as it 
sent its last player to the line—Moser. Moser stepped 
up, set the ball on the line then proceeded to kick it past 
the goalkeeper to give Padua the 2022 Division I girls’ 
soccer state championship. 
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BY NICK HALLIDAY

Salesianum faced off with Cape Henlopen for the 
third year in a row. Cape won in 2019 by a score of 12-10 
and Sallies avenged that loss with a 12-10 victory in 
2021. This year, Sallies was able to take back to back 
state championships with a 13-11 victory. 

Cape Henlopen took a 7-6 lead into the half. It was  
led by standouts Michael Frederick and Henry  
D’Ambrogi who helped the Vikings keep the lead over 
the Sals. However, the second half would be dominated 
by Salesianum.

In the third quarter, Salesiaum would outscore Cape 
5-1. Caelen Driggs scored four of his six goals in the 

Sallies win back to back 
lacrosse state championships

quarter leading the way for the Sals. Sallies goalie Ryder 
Sellers also stood out in the quarter as he made big save 
after big save to hold the Vikings to one goal in the 
quarter. 

Driggs started the fourth quarter off with his sixth 
goal which proved to be the game-winner, giving Sallies 
the 12-8 lead. Cape did make a late run to bring the 
game within two goals, but the Sals were able to hold 
them off and capture the DIAA boys state champion-
ship with a two-goal victory.
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As a locally-owned company, Delaware LIVE News takes pride in working 
alongside regional businesses to develop digital marketing campaigns, 
through our daily news platforms.

From large corporations like Christiana Care, Delaware Tech Community 
College, and Delaware Department of Health to small shops like Fur Baby 
Pet Resort, Dolce Coffee Shop, and Benvenuto Tuscan Restaurant, we 
customize each plan to optimize the needs of each of our marketing partners.

I would love the opportunity to meet with you for 10-15 minutes to see how 
we can help. You can click the link to set up a meeting with me in our virtual 
office:  https://meetings.hubspot.com/shupe1

CEO, Bryan Shupe  /  302-542-9231  /  shupe@delawarelive.com
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Design your 2022 through Intent ional 
Business and Market ing Planning

Without these collaborators, 
this outlet would not be 
possible:

Bryan Shupe, CEO
Betsy Price, Editor
Sonja M. Frey, Publisher

John Mollura Photography

Town Square LIVE @TownSquareLive

https://meetings.hubspot.com/shupe1
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