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Library and Artesian Soccer Fields. The day’s activ-
ities are led by Mike Smith and Mark Blake, of the 
Greater Hockessin Area Development Association. 
The parade and relays are returning for the first time 
since the pandemic, Smith noted. They have also 
added a 5K for Fireworks run, on June 30 at the 
Hockessin Athletic Club, to “get people excited” 
about the holiday activities. The run will also raise 
money for the fireworks. “We’re looking for spon-
sors and donations to help us reach the goal of 
$15,500 needed to make it all happen!” the organizers 
write on their Facebook page. They’re also pushing 
publicity toward Pike Creek and Newark, whose res-
idents often attend the fireworks, to join in the 
neighborhood relays, he said. “It’s a fun way of cele-
brating America in Hockessin,” Smith said.

•  Laurel’s 28th annual 4th of July Celebration begins 
at 3 p.m. July 4, at Market Street Square Park. Events 
includes a petting zoo; two live bands; a car show, 
4-8 p.m. at Janosik Park, a parade starting at 7 p.m.; 
and fireworks at dusk.

•  Lewes’ Go Fourth fireworks will start at dusk on 
July 4. The Lewes Chamber of Commerce said chil-
dren’s activities start at 9 a.m., and there will also be 
a boat parade.

•  Newark’s Liberty Day and Fourth of July Fireworks 
runs 6-10 p.m. July 4 at the University of Delaware 
athletic complex on South College Avenue.

•  Rehoboth Beach’s fireworks are set to begin around 
9:30 p.m. July 3. The display will launch from the 
beach near Brooklyn Avenue.

Your guide to Delaware 
fireworks, and so Fourth

BY KEN MAMMARELLA

Most Delaware places known for Fourth of July fire-
works and other Independence Day activities have an-
nounced their plans. Organizers consistently ask for 
people to arrive early and leave late, and the Delaware 
Department of Transportation warns that many events 
close roads, too. Dusk is about 9:05 p.m. on the Fourth, 
but fireworks could start as late as 9:30.

Here’s a lineup:
Fireworks on (or near) the Fourth
•  Bethany Beach’s holiday celebration starts with a 

parade at noon July 4 featuring floats decorated with 
a “Timeless Bethany” theme. The parade will also 
feature bands, autos, bicyclists and pedestrians.  
Parade awards will be announced at the bandstand 
at 7:15 p.m., followed by concert at 7:30 and the fire-

works at dusk.
“Yes we provide fireworks in Dewey (on Rehoboth 

Bay in front of northbeach) on the 4th of July,” busi-
nessman Alex Pires said. “Always on 4th of July.”

•  Dover’s Fourth of July Celebration on July 4 usually 
features a parade, music on Legislative Mall and 
fireworks. The parade starts at 6 p.m. at Hazel Road 
and follows State Street, with the reviewing stand on 
The Green.

•  The Hockessin Fourth of July Festival and Fireworks 
includes neighborhood relays in the morning, a 
parade in the afternoon and the fireworks at dusk 
on July 4. The fireworks can be seen all over Hock-
essin, the website says, with the main viewing from 
Swift Park, Piedmont Baseball Fields, Hockessin  
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Wilmington library called one 
of America’s most beautiful
BY KEN MAMMARELLA

The downtown Wilmington Library is No. 3 on a new 
list titled “The 11 Most Beautiful Libraries in the United 
States.”

“Visitors will encounter a massive, symmetrical white-
gray façade designed in the Neoclassic style by well- 
respected architects Alfred Githens and Edward Tilton,” 
Fodor’s Travel writes of the Wilmington Public Library. 
“There are intricate fixtures to admire, including terra- 
cotta frieze with Egyptian motifs and narrow grilled 
windows.”

The library is on the National Register of Historic 
Places. The building was dedicated in 1922 on the south-
ern side of Rodney Square, a public space that had been 
created on the site of an old reservoir. It joined the head-
quarters of the DuPont Co. and a building housing  

offices for city and county government. A federal  
building would complete the quartet.

Like many institutions in Delaware, the Wilmington 
Public Library owes some of its beauty to the du Pont 
family. Pierre S. du Pont (of Longwood Gardens fame) 
“spearheaded a campaign to provide a larger building 
and improved services,” the library history says. He 
also donated the land, chaired the committees that  
supervised the architectural design and the capital  
campaign. Other family members served as library 
managers for decades.

A document posted on Wilmington’s website and  
explaining the historic significance of the Rodney 
Square area goes into much more detail.

Community

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

IT MAKES US  
ALL SAFE 

The COVID-19 vaccine is 
safe and proven to protect 

against serious illness.  
Need more reasons? Talk to 

your pediatrician today.

Need a reason to get your  
kid vaccinated? They’ve got plenty.

GO VAX  
DELAWARE!

de.gov/youthvaccine

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://wilmington.lib.de.us/
https://www.fodors.com/news/photos/the-best-libraries-in-america
https://wilmington.lib.de.us/about-us/history-of-the-library/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/wilmington-library-called-one-of-americas-most-beautiful/
http://de.gov/youthvaccine


6

Delaware Juneteenth celebrations 
kick off Sunday

BY JAREK RUTZ

The First State is holding a number of festivals and 
events among its Juneteenth celebrations. They start 
Sunday, June 12, with a Juneteenth Gala at The Chase 
Center and run through Wednesday, June 29, where 
Christina Cultural Arts Center will hold a talent show.

Juneteenth, short for June 19, is a holiday that cele-
brates the day in 1865 on which Union Maj. Gen. Gordon 
Granger and his officers arrived in Galveston, Texas, to 
free any remaining slaves. It was two months after the 
Civil War had ended, and more than two years after the 
Emancipation Proclamation was signed by President 
Abraham Lincoln. 

as Charles Walden. Keith Purnell, Dante Carter and 
Mike Bonner will take the stage. Attendees must be 
21+ to enter. Tickets cost $25 if they are purchased 
online but $45 at the door. Seating is general admis-
sion and on a first come first served basis. 

•  Choir School of Delaware will be performing a  
concert June 19 at 11 a.m. at Wilmington Friends 
Meeting House. This is part of their “STAND UP: 
HARRIET TUBMAN” tour that is June 17-21. All 
their concerts during this tour are free with no reg-
istration required. The other concerts, which are in 
PA, can be found HERE.

•  Tabernacle Full Gospel Baptist, in Wilmington, will 
host a Juneteenth Day of Observance Sunday, June 
19 at 4 p.m. 

•  The Juneteenth Freedom Festival will be held in 
Tubman-Garrett Park on Rosa Parks Drive in Wilm-
ington. The festival is Monday, June 20 at noon, and 
admission is free.

•  The Grand Opera House will host the 25th annual 
Delaware Juneteenth Pageant Sunday, June 26 at 5 
p.m. People between ages 15 and 18 can participate. 

The date became a national holiday in 2021, when 
President Joe Biden signed the Juneteenth National  
Independence Day Act, making the day America’s 12th 
federal holiday. 

Here’s what’s in store for next weekend:
•  The Delaware Juneteenth Association will host its 

fifth annual Juneteenth Gala Sunday, June 12 at 6:30 
p.m. at the Chase Center on the Riverfront. The gala 
will benefit the association’s scholarship fund. It will 
“be a night of elegance, celebration and freedom.”

•  The Delaware Art Museum will host a Beyond June-
teenth Egungun Festival Saturday, June 18, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The event will start with a Juneteenth 
flag raising ceremony, live music performances, food 
trucks, arts and craft vendors. “Egungun” is a South 
West Nigerian masquerade that represents a connec-
tion between the living and dead worlds. Admission 
is free.

•  The Delaware Museum of Nature & Science will host 
its second annual Juneteenth Entrepreneurial Expo 
Saturday, June 18 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. Organized 
by Women with a Vision, the event will have shop-
ping, food trucks, a live DJ, prizes and giveaways, 
and a live performance by Best Kept Soul. Tickets 
are $20 and can be bought HERE.

•  The Delaware Art Museum will host a “Joke-Istory” 
event at 10:30 p.m. Saturday, June 18, where people 
can watch a stand-up comedy show. Performers such 
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Roman Catholics to carry Eucharist 
through Wilmington Sunday
BY BETSY PRICE

Roman Catholics will hold a Eucharistic procession 
through Wilmington Sunday, June 19, to mark a solemn 
church feast and the start of a national revival meant to 
uphold communion as a pathway to peace in a hurting 
world. The event will start with a 2 p.m. mass at Wilm-
ington’s Church of St. Peter. The procession is expected 
to begin at 3 p.m.

The Rev. William E. Koenig, bishop of the Diocese of 
Wilmington, priests and parishioners will leave the  
cathedral on the corner of Sixth and West Streets.  
Koenig will carry the Eucharist—a consecrated com-
munion wafer—in an ornate vessel called a monstrance.

The group will walk in prayer to Saint Patrick’s Church 
at 1414 North King Street. After a short prayer service, 
the group then will process to St. Joseph’s Church at 
1012 N. French St. for another service before returning 
to the Cathedral.

“The Eucharist is the source and summit of our Chris-
tian life,” Koenig said in a press release. “It is fitting that 
we gather in unity in the city of Wilmington, to begin 
our Revival by celebrating, worshiping and witnessing 
to the central role that Jesus in the Eucharist has in our 
Catholic faith.”

Sunday is also Father’s Day and Juneteenth, a day that 
celebrates slaves in Texas finding out two years after the 
Emancipation Proclamation that they were free.

The Mass and procession will celebrate the church’s 

Community

Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ—
also known as the Feast of Corpus Christi—and marks 
the beginning of a three-year National Eucharistic Re-
vival, being sponsored by the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops.

After the establishment of the Feast of Corpus Christi 
in the 13th century, the tradition of Eucharistic Proces-
sions gained popularity throughout Europe. In the late 
Middle Ages, the tradition developed into pageants of 
devotion and honor to Christ present in the Eucharist.

The National Eucharistic Revival is a three-year  
initiative of the bishops conference designed to inspire, 
form, heal, convert and unite people through a renewed 
encounter with Jesus in the Eucharist.

For more on the revival and procession, go to www.
cdow.org/EucharisticRevival. The 2 p.m. mass will be 
live-streamed at www.YouTube.com/DioceseofWilm 
and rebroadcast at 9 p.m. on www.CatholicFaithNet-
work.org.

Roman Catholics are the largest Christian denomina-
tion in the area, with 56 parishes, 18 missions and 27 
schools serving the state of Delaware and the nine  
counties of Maryland’s Eastern Shore.
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Longwood Gardens offers 
guided walks, plant giveaway

BY STAFF WRITER

Longwood Gardens will offer a day of walks and talks 
by its experts Friday, along with a native plant giveaway 
to mark the first Pennsylvania Native Species Day.

For decades, plant experts have been extolling the  
value of using native plants in gardens. They tolerate 
weather extremes better than imports and also encour-
age native pollinators and other wildlife. The native 
species day, established by the Pennsylvania Invasive 
Species Council, is meant to increase Pennsylvanians’ 
knowledge of native plants, trees, insects and fish and 
other animals and the pressures on their survival.

Longwood, a former du Pont estate located in Kennett 
Square, Pennsylvania, will take patrons through its 
meadow, wildflower walk, home garden walk and but-
terfly field.

ACTIVITIES
Meadow Ecology Walk 11 a.m. Meet at the Hourglass 

Lake Pavilion. Longwood’s meadow garden is a dynamic 
ecosystem full of native plant and animal life. Dr. Lea 

Johnson will talk about what it takes to keep native 
meadow communities vibrant and keep invasive species 
from taking over.

Wildflower Walk noon Meet at the Meadow Garden 
Entrance. There, 300 species of wildflowers bloom each 
year and volunteers track their timing as part of a scien-
tific effort to understand effects of climate change on 
ecosystems. Ecology Technician Kristie Lane Anderson 
will lead a walk focusing on key features to identify 
wildflowers in nature.

Using Native Plants in Your Home Garden Walk 1 p.m. 
Meet at Peirce’s Plaza. Senior Horticulturist Kari  
Getchonis will talk about how to add wildlife-support-
ing, pollinator-friendly native species to home gardens.
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Bing’s Bake & Brew aims to raise 
its profile in Newark
BY BETSY PRICE

With University of Delaware students largely gone for 
the summer, Bing’s Bake & Brew in Newark is focusing 
on wooing local residents with its coffee-based drinks 
and fresh pastries.

Some of its popular monthly specials are perfectly 
chilled for summer’s heat. Its June special, for example, 
is a cold Red Velvet White Mocha topped with whipped 
cream, succeeding May’s Birthday Cake Freeze and the 
wildly popular French Toast Latte.

Guests can pair their drinks with a bagel, croissant, 
muffin, Danish—or just dive straight into the new  
Lemon Raspberry Strip, a confection made right down 
the road at Bing’s Bakery—out of layers of lemon and 
raspberry mousse on top of sponge cake. The idea of 
pairing Bing’s baked goods with coffee seemed natural 
to the family running the bakery.

“I’m just a coffee fan personally,” said manager Vinny 
Guzzi. “It just kind of gets me going in the morning and 
it’s just a part of my routine. I also think it’s a commu-
nity thing that helps bring people together, just the 
start-up coffee.”

The son of Bing’s owners Carla and Tom Guzzi, Vinny 
had been a baker there when he developed an allergy to 
raw flour, which is hard to avoid in a bakery. He worked 
out front before moving to manage the coffee shop.

One of the coffee shop’s selling points, the Guzzis say, 
is that Bing’s Bake & Brew uses a coffee you can’t get 
anywhere else in Delaware. They spent a lot of time re-
searching which beans they wanted to use.

Two brands were neck to neck when they settled on 
CrimsonCup out of Ohio.
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Senate votes to ban styrofoam 
to-go boxes, cups

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The Delaware Senate on June 9 passed a bill to  
effectively ban restaurants from offering single-use 
plastic straws and styrofoam food and beverage contain-
ers. Senate Substitute 1 for Senate Bill 134, sponsored 
by Sen. Trey Paradee, D-Dover, also prohibits food  
establishments from providing customers with plastic 
coffee stirrers, cocktail picks and sandwich picks. Under 
the bill, food establishments would only be permitted to 
offer single-use plastic straws upon request.

“The point of this legislation is to remove—to the 
greatest extent possible—these types of products from our 
environment and obviously we’re not going to remove it 
all,” Paradee said. “I think this is one of those bills where 
Delaware needs to step up and set the example.”

Plasticware and styrofoam often end up in Delaware’s 
landfills, on its beaches, and in its coastal waters,  
Paradee said. 

Polystyrene foam, commonly referred to as styrofoam, 
is not biodegradable and in many cases, styrofoam food 
and beverage containers break down into microscopic 
particles called microplastics which are nearly impossi-
ble to remove from the environment. 

Microplastics can easily find their way into Delaware’s 
food chain and water supply, Paradee said.

Five states have passed statewide bans on the sale and 
distribution of foam or polystyrene products, including 
Maine, Maryland, New Jersey, New York and Vermont.

The bill passed 12 to 8 against the objections of every 
Republican and two Democrats as well as the Delaware 
Restaurant Association, the trade organization that  
represents Delaware’s foodservice industry. 
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napkins are folded into triangular packages. A statue of a bull, created by a Philadel-
phia artist, calmly gazes at the mixture of booths and tables.

The energy is an integral part of the ambiance, from the rolling sound of the flames 
in the open kitchen to the light laughter at the bar to the tableside preparations that 
turn strangers at neighboring tables into friends. “What was that!” “What did you 
have?” “How was it?”

Veteran server Chris Unruh—wearing a crisp white shirt, knotted tie and mustard- 
colored apron—is the “meat sommelier.” He’s on hand to explain the steak side of the 
menu, which includes a page with information on the breeds and another on the 
cuts—but no prices. (He can supply that as well.) The approach provides diners with 
an education—Meat 101—which is either appreciated or annoying, depending on 
your interest level. Some people just want to see the cut and the price tag.

But Bardea Steak isn’t that type of steakhouse. Instead, the James Beard semifinal-
ists are creating an experience that includes finding the breed and cut that will please 
your individual palate and pocketbook.

So, why didn’t we order a steak? Simply put, the rest of the menu was too tempting 
to bypass. Few steakhouses extend red meat options to kangaroo, elk, bison, ostrich 
and beef heart (empanada). These meats aren’t on the menu for the fun factor.  
DiMeo demonstrates that there is more to the animal kingdom than mass-produced 
cattle. (All the meat comes from small farms.) He’s also showing his guests that all 
parts of an animal have merit and using them smartly defines sustainability.

Known best for Italian cuisine, the James Beard-nominated chef lets his imagina-
tion travel the globe at Bardea Steak. For example, we ordered plantain tamale with 
oxtail barbacoa delivered in a small white steamer with red and green salsa. Once the 
tidy packets hit the plate, the steamer is whisked away. It was not the only show that 
night—or ethnically inspired cuisine.

Yakiniku features unseasoned squares of Wagyu cooked tableside on a hibachi 
decorated with Japanese characters. Seasonings include salt—use with caution—and 
harrisa ssamjang, a spicy Korean barbecue sauce.

Every presentation is beyond pretty. For instance, tender sweet dates en nogada 
(with walnuts) are studded with pomegranate seeds and served with crispy chicken 
skin “chips.”

What it’s 
like to eat 
at Bardea 
Steak

BY PAM GEORGE

We fully intended to get a steak. After all, that’s what carnivores normally do when 
visiting a steakhouse. But once we entered Bardea Steak’s sleek space, we succumbed 
to the allure of the unexpected. And there’s much that’s surprising about the new 
Market Street restaurant in the heart of downtown Wilmington.

The steakhouse quietly opened this week with nary a phone number on the web-
site. (Tip: use Open Table.) We snagged a 6:45 p.m. reservation on a Tuesday and a 
parking spot near the newcomer’s sister restaurant, Bardea Food & Drink. We strolled 
by alfresco diners tucking into the Italian cuisine, and made our way to Bardea Steak.

Seasoned restaurateur Scott Stein and chef Antimo DiMeo separated their two 
businesses with a cosmopolitan courtyard divided into conversation sections with 
coffee table fire pits, plantings and fairy lights. In the future, guests dining outside 
can enjoy selections from each restaurant; the point-of-sale system will send the  
information to the respective kitchens.

But let’s talk about the inside of Bardea Steak. The owners have made do while 
awaiting furniture shipments, but the attention to detail still shines. Votive candles 
softly pulse under translucent domes, the gleaming cutlery is arranged on a rest, and 
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derful,” says Goldberg, who, with her husband Steve, is 
also a frequent customer at Bardea Food & Drink.

Previously On Bardea
If you like to dine in Delaware, you’ve undoubtedly 

heard of Bardea Food & Drink. But just in case, here’s a 
recap.

The Market Street restaurant opened in 2018 in the 
building that once housed Kennedy Fried Chicken. At 
the time, Stein promised that the restaurant would “re-
master the classics.”

Bardea Steak’s ‘meat kingdom’ 
wows guests during soft opening
BY PAM GEORGE

In any good story, the main characters face an obsta-
cle or two. In this tale, restaurateur Scott Stein and chef 
Antimo DiMeo, founders of Bardea Food & Drink in 
Wilmington, encountered more than their share while 
opening another restaurant.

Take, for instance, an unexpected pandemic, rising 
food costs and supply chain issues. These adversaries 
seemingly conspired to keep the partners from opening 
Bardea Steak, which DiMeo calls a “meat kingdom.”

But our culinary heroes have come out on top. After a 
soft opening this past weekend, Bardea Steak is now on 
Open Table. The wait is over. “It was an awesome, amaz-
ing first weekend,” Stein said. “We crushed it.”

Customer Jane Goldberg would agree. “It was won-

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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Government

After months of waiting, McGuiness 
trial off to a slow start

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

State prosecutors called on three witnesses Wednes-
day to detail State Auditor Kathy McGuiness’ alleged 
habit of surveilling employees’ emails, as well as the lack 
of emails sent to and by her daughter who worked in the 
office, and the way a consulting group was paid.

McGuiness is charged with two felonies and multiple 
misdemeanors alleging conflict of interest, felony theft, 
non-compliance with procurement law, official miscon-
duct and felony witness intimidation. She’s accused of 
arranging public payments to a campaign consultant to 
avoid regulator scrutiny, firing workers in her office to 
hire her daughter whose salary was deposited into a 
jointly-owned bank account and attempting to intimi-
date employees who might help investigators looking 
into her conduct. 

If found guilty, McGuiness faces between zero and 13 
years in prison. The trial marks the first time in Dela-

ware history that a statewide-elected official has stood 
trial while in office.

While the first day of the trial featured fiery opening 
statements that painted vastly different pictures of the 
type of office the state auditor runs, the second day of 
trial was, well, less exciting. 

The jury entered the courtroom more than an hour 
behind schedule when the device used to project docu-
ments onto screens throughout the room became  
dysfunctional. Ironically, most of the day was spent 
questioning witnesses from the very agency responsible 
for technology in state government: the Department of 
Technology and Information.

Jonathan Purdy, Department of Technology and  
Information’s team director for enterprise collaborative 
services, discussed the way electronic records are  
submitted, approved and fulfilled.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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https://dti.delaware.gov/
https://dti.delaware.gov/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/trial-off-to-a-slow-start-mcguiness/
https://bit.ly/34swWML
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Mail-in, same-day registry 
election bills go to Senate floor

BY BETSY PRICE

Election bills that would allow mail-in voting and  
registering at the polls both passed out of committee to 
the Senate floor Wednesday. Both would take effect as 
soon as the governor signs them, meaning they would 
be in effect for the 2022 primaries and general election.

The two bills, House Substitute for 1 for House Bill 25 
on same-day registry and Senate Bill 320 on voting by 
mail, drew fairly mild public comments from the usual 
suspects during the Senate Elections and Public Affairs 
Committee Wednesday.

The same-day registering bill already has passed the 
House. SB320 was introduced recently.

The election bills have their roots in the COVID-19 
pandemic. When it hit in 2020, many election rules were 

changed in Delaware, including allowing voters to mail 
in absentee ballots to avoid exposure to the virus.

That played into a national debate about voting,  
reflected in Delaware. Democrats favor opening options 
to elections to allow as many people to vote as possible. 
Republicans oppose them on grounds of possible fraud.

Sen. Bryant Richardson, R-Seaford, led the Republican 
charge on the bills Wednesday, questioning many  
aspects of both bills, with sponsors Sen. Trey Paradee, 
D-Dover, and Sen. Kyle Evans Gay, D-Brandywine 
Hundred, answering the questions along with Anthony 
Albence, commission of elections.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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OPEN HOUSE
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/COVID-19_pandemic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/COVID-19_pandemic
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Government Bill to create Delaware 
inspector general moves 
forward

BY KEN MAMMARELLA

A bill to establish an “independent and nonpartisan” inspector general’s office 
moved forward Wednesday in a Delaware House committee. The House Adminis-
tration Committee also moved along a bill to encourage filming in the state by offer-
ing tax credits. The committee started discussion to create a constitutional right of a 
clean environment, but, citing time, continued discussion to Thursday’s committee 
meeting, which starts at noon.

Another bill, on Wilmington’s ability to acquire vacant or abandoned property 
through eminent domain, was postponed entirely to Thursday.

Inspector general
Rep. John Kowalko, a Democrat from Newark who sponsored HB405, said 36 states 

have an inspector general’s office, and these offices save taxpayer money involving 
“waste, fraud, abuse, mismanagement, corruption or other conduct that is harmful 
to the public interest.”

Members of the committee went back and forth on how the bill would affect over-
sight already handled by the state auditor and attorney general.

Rep. Michael F. Smith, a Republican from Newark who had been offering a similar 
bill, said that the new office would be at the top of the “funnel” in handling issues. It 
might help out in conflicts among agencies, he said, alluding to accusations around 

Auditor Kathy McGuiness. The state auditor and attorney general will be helped by 
this, Smith added, promising to clarify in the bill how the office is organized. After 
the committee and the public finished their comments, Kowalko promised to  
address these interdisciplinary issues.

Multiple representatives of the Delaware Coalition for Open Government argued 
that some recent issues in the news—including false claims and inadequate record- 
keeping by Connections Community Support Programs—would have been alleviated 
by the new office, because other state agencies were slow to act. Nick Wasileski of the 
coalition read into the record a list of 16 groups that supported the bill, including the 
local League of Women Voters and the American Civil Liberties Union. Claire Snyder- 
Hall of Common Cause argued that the state cannot afford to not support the office.

The attorney general “had no objections” about the office and thought it would be 
“beneficial,” said John Kowalko III, the sponsor’s son and another member of the 
coalition, who said he was involved in drafting the bill.

“The spirt of the bill is about public trust,” Smith said.
An attached fiscal note said the bill would cost the state $457,038 in 2023; $1,095,175 

in 2024; and $1,152,717 in 2025.
Films, TV shows, esports and videogames
The committee also moved along a bill to provide a 30% transferable tax credit for 

investments in the state in film, television, esports or video game productions. “You 
have to take chances,” said Rep. Valerie Longhurst, sponsor of HB465, and chair of 
the committee. “I think that this is a great opportunity.”

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/bill-to-create-delaware-inspector-general-moves-forward/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?legislationId=109401
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?legislationId=119633
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“We have not been on the news with our own version 
of Buffalo or Uvalde but that doesn’t mean we’re im-
mune to the growing trend of mass shootings by young 
people,” said House Speaker Pete Schwartzkopf, D- 
Rehoboth Beach, the bill’s sponsor.

“There’s also conclusive scientific research shows that 
human brains are still developing in young adults ages 
18 to 21 which impacts with decision making, self  
control, aggressive impulses and risk taking behavior.” 
Mass shooters have typically been men between the 
ages of 18 and 21, Schwartzkopf pointed out.

The age to purchase any alcohol and tobacco products 
in Delaware is 21, though numerous Republicans noted 
Delawareans do not have a constitutionally guaranteed 
right to drink or smoke.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

Government

House votes to ban most guns 
for citizens under 21
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Delawareans under the age of 21 would be prohibited 
from purchasing, owning, possessing or controlling a 
firearm or ammunition under a bill passed by the House 
of Representatives Tuesday.

The move comes just days after the House voted to 
ban most semi-automatic firearms.

Exceptions include if the person is an active member 
of the armed forces or a qualified law-enforcement  
officer who possesses or uses a firearm as part of their 
job. Concealed Deadly Weapon Permit holders would 
also be exempt from the law.

House Bill 451 does not apply to shotguns and shot-
gun ammunition, muzzle-loading rifles and deadly 
weapons other than firearms.

Delawareans under the age of 21 would be allowed to 
possess or control a firearm for hunting, instruction, 
sporting or recreational activity while under the direct 
supervision of a person 21 years of age or older. 

Reduce. Reuse. Repeat.
Kenny Family ShopRites of Delaware

care about the environment. Instead of using 
650K single-use plastic bags a week, our 

customers have helped us reduce our plastic 
waste to just 100,500 reusable bags a week! 

We look forward to continue lowering 
tthat number with our customersʼ support. 

Thank you for your commitment 
to reducing plastic waste in our community, 

making our world a cleaner, more 
beautiful place.

 

Follow us on social media
kennyfamilystores

@kennyfamstores

Join Our Team

At Kenny Family 
ShopRites of Delaware,
we’re a team.
We work hard, 
and we play hard.

And our employees 
enjoy a variety of benefits enjoy a variety of benefits 
and flexible schedules.

Apply today at
Shoprite.com/careers 

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/house-votes-to-ban-most-guns-for-under-21/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=109608
https://townsquaredelaware.com/delaware-house-votes-to-ban-semi-automatic-firearms/
http://kennyfamilystores.com/
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Tax credit for those making $35K 
or less dies in committee

BY BETSY PRICE

A bill that would have given a $280 tax credit to Dela-
wareans with a 2022 income of $35,000 or less blew up 
Tuesday in the House Revenue and Finance Committee.

Partly a victim of the end-of-the-year rush and partly 
a victim of not being written well, House Bill 393 will 
need to be reintroduced in January, when the 152nd 
session of the General Assembly convenes.

Bill sponsor Rich Collins, R-Millsboro, said in intro-
ducing his bill that his intent was to help those with the 
lowest income. However, he said, once he read the bill 
itself, he realized it wasn’t phrased correctly and also that 
he already knew there would have to be an amendment.

“The whole point of the bill is encourage people to 
work and get people who do work the same benefits that 
people who don’t work do,” Collins said. There are “lots 

of people who are working very, very hard and not  
making that much money and I’d like to see them get a 
break.”

Collins’ bill comes as the state expects to have another 
year with a nearly $1 billion surplus when making its 
2023-24 budgets, which start July 1. The state already 
has started issuing $300 surplus payments to 2021 tax-
payers, and Collins said he wanted to spread the wealth.

If Collins’ bill passed, the fiscal note said it would cost 
the state $35.4 million to $45.9 million.

Collins noted that he had been told by the Depart-
ment of Finance that it couldn’t support the bill as  
written, and Collins said he would support whatever 
amendment the department wanted to add.

A representative of the department testified that it 

Government

could not retroactively do a means test and that the  
department already is involved in issuing the already- 
approved $300 checks to taxpayers. She suggested using 
an alternate source to determine income, such as the 
federal adjusted income as a basis, to simplify the  
process. An attempt to table the bill didn’t work. But 
with no call to pass the bill, it failed in the committee.

Collins said he knew that the committee would not 
meet again this year to see another version of the bill, 
and that he hadn’t expected it to pass this year. He also 
said he will introduce it in January.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/2022-tax-credit-for-those-making-35k-or-less-dies/
http://www.ursuline.org/
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State auditor sued by former 
employee, political opponent
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

State Auditor Kathleen McGuiness is being sued by a 
former employee and political opponent who alleges 
she was wrongfully terminated. The lawsuit was filed 
on the same day McGuiness was set to face trial on a slew 
of corruption charges in Wilmington. Her trial was  
ultimately relocated to Kent County where it will begin 
Tuesday. 

Kathleen Davies, a career auditor who lost a primary 
battle to McGuiness in 2018, claims in a Superior Court 
filing that she was “isolated, bullied, intimidated, disci-
plined, and ultimately retaliated against” after she  
reported misconduct in the office. 

Davies was also fired from the Office of the Auditor 
by McGuiness’ predecessor, Tom Wagner. According to 
The News Journal, her employment was reinstated in 

Government

2019 after a state board ruled she was improperly termi-
nated.

The lawsuit, which names the Office of the Auditor as 
the defendant, details allegations of misconduct and  
retaliation by McGuiness and her then-chief of staff, 
Sen. Spiros Mantzavinos, D-Elsmere, as well as a deputy 
state auditor. Davies is being represented by Anthony 
Delcollo, a former Republican state senator who lost  
reelection in 2020 to—you guessed it—Sen. Spiros Man-
tzavinos. Attempts to reach Delcollo for comment were 
unsuccessful.

The lawsuit alleges that shortly after McGuiness’ elec-
tion, Davies “noticed irregularities in the execution and 
administration” of the office’s functions. 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/mcguiness-pleads-not-guilty-bail-set-at-50000/
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https://ballotpedia.org/Kathleen_Davies
https://www.delawareonline.com/story/news/2019/03/05/kathleen-davies-back-state-auditors-office-but-not-cleared-all-accusations/3060035002/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/state-auditor-sued-by-former-employee/
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
http://www.garrettblyonsdds.com/
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GOP lawmakers: Invest in school 
safety, not gun control
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

When a wave of mass shootings prompted Democrats 
in Delaware’s state legislature to introduce a package of 
sweeping gun restrictions. Republicans responded with 
a proposal of their own: invest more in school safety.

House Bill 388, sponsored by Rep. Kevin Hensley, 
R-Odessa, would allow school districts, vocational-tech-
nical schools and charter schools to use money from the 
Delaware School Safety and Security Fund to pay for 
constables to be permanently employed within Dela-
ware schools. The School Safety and Security Fund was 
adopted by the General Assembly in 2018. The bill  
appropriated funds for school security improvements, 
including:

• Camera and monitoring equipment;
•  Vestibule improvements to include framing, glass, 

hardware and doors;

•  Panic button hardware or software to include elec-
tronic software applications and technology, cell 
phone technology and applications;

• Door locks, window locks or similar items;
• Magnet security systems;
• Swipe card systems;
• Visitor pass cameras and security systems;
• Door jamb opening sensors;
• Active shooter training;
• Motion detectors;
• Security lighting;
• Bus camera security systems;
• Bus GPS location systems;
• Restraint training. 
The fund received $5 million in the fiscal year 2019 

Bond Bill and $5 million in the fiscal year 2020 Bond 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

Government Bill. When divided equally across Delaware’s 224 
schools, that comes out to just over $44,000 per school. 

Hensley’s bill has earned wide bipartisan support,  
including nine Democratic and nine Republican 
co-sponsors. It has been released from the House Edu-
cation Committee and awaits a vote in the House.

Senate Bill 314, sponsored by Sen. Dave Lawson, 
R-Marydel, has not earned the same level of bipartisan 
support. The Omnibus School Safety Fund, which 
would allocate $65 million toward hardening schools, 
has just one Democratic co-sponsor: Rep. Bill Bush, 
D-Dover West. It awaits a hearing in the Senate Execu-
tive Committee. While that committee met on June 15, 
SB 314 has not yet been placed on the agenda. 

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=109377
https://codes.findlaw.com/de/title-14-education/de-code-sect-14-4140.html
https://townsquaredelaware.com/gop-lawmakers-invest-in-school-safety-not-gun-control/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=109619
https://www.towerhill.org/admission/open-houses-and-tours
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De House votes to ban semi-
automatic firearms

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A controversial bill to ban the purchase of semi-automatic firearms in Delaware 
narrowly passed in the House of Representatives on June 9 against the objections of 
every Republican lawmaker as well as some Democrats. The bill passed 22 to 19 and 
will advance to the Senate for consideration. 

“The intention of this legislation is simple and clear: to make sure that the next 
Uvalde, the next Buffalo, the next Sandy Hook, does not take place in the state of 
Delaware,” said Majority Leader Rep. Valerie Longhurst, D-Delaware City, the bill’s 
sponsor. House Bill 450 asserts that “the proliferation and use of assault weapons 
poses a threat to the health, safety, and security of all citizens of this state.”

The legislation, named the “Delaware Lethal Firearms Safety Act of 2022,” would 
prohibit the manufacture, sale, offer to sell, transfer, purchase, receipt, possession, or 
transport of “assault weapons,” with exceptions. The bill bans guns specified as “as-
sault long guns, assault pistols and copycat weapons.” A list specifying the weapons 
affected by the legislation is available HERE.

“The Second Amendment and the Delaware Constitution uphold the right to keep 
and bear arms,” Longhurst said. “But that does not mean that there is no role for the 
state in enacting common-sense limitations.”

Republicans said the bill is reactionary, unconstitutional and will jeopardize the 
safety of law-abiding Delawareans. “I think that we’re sometimes looking at an object 
as being the problem instead of looking at the person,” said Rep. Ruth Briggs King, 
R-Georgetown. “If we’re looking at objects that create violence, why not look at some 
of the movies and television programs that are out there which encourage and even 
glorify shooting, violence and other things?”

The legislation would grandfather existing weapons and allow owners to prove 
lawful ownership while placing restrictions on the transportation and use of those 
weapons. For example, a person who lawfully owns an “assault weapon” prior to the 
passage of the bill would be permitted to transfer the weapon to a member of their 
family “through inheritance or otherwise.” They would not be allowed to sell their 
weapon.

According to the bill, the burden would be on a defendant to prove that he or she 
was lawfully in possession or had completed a purchase of the assault weapon prior 
to the bill becoming law. To that end, the proposed bill instructs the Delaware De-
partment of Safety and Homeland Security to develop a procedure for lawful owners 
of semi-automatic weapons to obtain a “certificate of possession” to show that they 
lawfully owned an “assault weapon” prior to the bill becoming law. If charged with 
possession of an illegal firearm, the bill places the burden on the owner to prove it 
was lawfully owned prior to their arrest. According to the bill’s synopsis, a gun own-
er is not required to apply for the certificate, but it would provide a conclusive way to 
prove lawful possession. 

Other Republicans said lawmakers should be focused on mental health and school 
safety rather than criminalizing guns. They pointed to House Bill 388, a bill to  
increase funding for school resource officers, and Senate Bill 314, a bill to allocate 
$65 million toward hardening schools. 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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House passes same-day 
voter registration bill, 
photo ID not required
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A bill to allow same-day voter registration in Delaware 
is set to be considered by the Senate. Under current law, 
Delawareans have until four Saturdays before an elec-
tion to register to vote. House Bill 25 would eliminate 
that deadline and allow eligible voters to register to vote 
in primary, special and general elections on the same 
day they cast their ballots.

“Currently, we have an arbitrary deadline several 
weeks before an election to register to vote, which dis-
enfranchises potential voters,” said Rep. Sherry Dorsey 
Walker, D-Wilmington, the bill’s sponsor. “Upon miss-
ing this deadline, they are unable to cast ballots, even if 
they meet all other eligibility requirements. This is an 
outdated and unfair practice.”

Dorsey Walker said same-day registration has worked 
in several other states and is proven to safely and effec-
tively increase voter turnout. According to the National 

Conference of State Legislatures, same-day registration 
has existed in Maine, Minnesota and Wisconsin since 
the mid-1970s. Since then, more than 20 states and the 
District of Columbia have adopted same-day registra-
tion. Several other states are contemplating similar laws.

In order to register on election day, the bill requires 
applicants to submit an application and establish their 
identity by providing a copy of a current and valid  
government-issued photo identification or a current 
document displaying the name and address of the  
person registering to vote, such as a utility bill, bank 
statement, government check or paycheck. 

Republicans expressed concern that applicants could 
fraudulently register to vote using a piece of mail with 
somebody else’s name and address.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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Rosa Trotter retires after 48 years 
of teaching kindergarten
BY JAREK RUTZ

After spending four decades working in a room full of 
frogs and children, Dr. Rosa Trotter is hopping into the 
next phase of her life.

On June 9, she taught her last kindergarten class at 
Carrie Downie Elementary School in New Castle, after 
teaching for 48 years, with 39 of them in that room.

The nearly 3,000 students she taught will have many 
memories of her, including seeing her each day in a 
classroom decorated wall to wall with frogs, posters and 
more dominated by the color green.. 

The greatest challenge of her career came in the 11th 
hour, Trotter said. 

“Deciding to retire and bring closure to something 
I’ve loved doing my whole life is one of the hardest  
decisions I’ve ever made,” she said. “I know that now it’s 
time to move on, but in my heart, I never want to give 
up education or close that book.”

Her students would end up spanning several genera-
tions, with Trotter often teaching many people from the 
same extended family. They not only will remember all 
those frogs, but a cheery, encouraging woman who sang 
to and with the children, and often played music while 
students worked.

Welcoming students
“She incorporated a lot of music into her teaching 

which really brought life and spirit to the room,” said 
one of her former students, Ashley Pennington, who’s 

now a senior at a college in London. On the first day of 
class, Pennington recalled, Trotter asked her students 
to make a circle around her, and began to sing, “Miss… 
Ma… ry… Mack, Mack, Mack…” while moving her 
arms along with the music. 

“Her eyes and smile welcomed us to join in, and soon, 
the room was filled with the discordant murmur of 20 
kindergarteners accompanying Mrs. Trotter’s gentle 
voice. The song sped up, and our singing grew louder 
and became interspersed with giggles,” Pennington  
recalled. “Above the happy clamor was the jingling 
sound of the multitude of bracelets that lined Mrs.  
Trotter’s long, smooth arms.” 

Pennington still remembers the flashes of bright green 
nail-polish that blended in with the classroom decor. 

“We, too, had somehow blended into the room, and I 
felt perfectly at home.”

Inspired by parents
Trotter, whose calm, soothing voice and demeanor 

come through even during a telephone call, said she 
only thought once about leaving the classroom. It was 
more than 30 years ago, when she became interested in 
moving up into school administration.

Education

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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Wilmington Learning 
Collaborative releases 
draft agreement

BY JAREK RUTZ

A draft of the agreement formalizing the Wilmington Learning Collaborative 
says parents, students and teachers will be included in the governing council, which 
will hire a small team to run the organization. The draft, announced June 8 during a 
community engagement event, is a major step forward for the five-year process that 
will see Wilmington elementary and middle schools carved out of three school dis-
tricts for special attention.

The point of the plan, pushed by Gov. John Carney’s office and the Delaware De-
partment of Education and now will likely be supported by the Red Clay, Christina 
and Brandywine School Districts, is to raise the level of learning and achievement 
among the youngest city learners, partly by helping to address issues in the commu-
nity and families.

Red Clay, Christina and Brandywine school boards first expressed interest in  
joining the collaborative in January and February. They were sent the draft agree-
ment on June 2, and will vote on it during their July school board meetings.

While no students or parents were directly involved in drafting the memorandum 
of understanding, the officials who did took into account the views expressed in hun-
dreds of meetings leading up to the forming of the group, according to a statement 
from the governor’s office.

In the latter stages of negotiation meetings, city educators had a seat at the table 
which allowed them to contribute to the drafted agreement. Once the school district 
superintendents, school board members and others officially release the agreement, 
it must be ratified by the school district boards before going into effect.

The draft agreement details the roles and responsibilities of those involved with the 
collaborative. It says the team created to run the program will include an executive 
director, who will be hired by the governing council. The draft said the collaborative 
will spend the next year honing its plan so that it can go into effect in September 
2023. Read the full 16-page draft agreement HERE.

Here’s what you need to know:
FUNDING
The draft establishes a commitment to annual state funding. For Fiscal Year 2023, 

Carney’s proposed budget includes a $7 million allocation to the WLC. Most of the 
$7 million is flexible money that schools can use to address needs that they identify.
The Department of Education will distribute the funds.

Each district must contribute its state unit money—a payment determined by a 
formula that includes the number of students in the school—to the WLC and can 
add additional funding.

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE
At the top of the pyramid are the districts themselves, who ultimately have the au-

thority over the WLC schools in their district. A community-based governing coun-
cil will include:

• Each participating district’s superintendent (or designee)
• Each participating district’s city school board member

Education

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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Pet Resort, Dolce Coffee Shop, and Benvenuto Tuscan Restaurant, we 
customize each plan to optimize the needs of each of our marketing partners.

I would love the opportunity to meet with you for 10-15 minutes to see how 
we can help. You can click the link to set up a meeting with me in our virtual 
office:  https://meetings.hubspot.com/shupe1

CEO, Bryan Shupe  /  302-542-9231  /  shupe@delawarelive.com
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Design your 2022 through Intent ional 
Business and Market ing Planning

Without these collaborators, 
this outlet would not be 
possible:

Bryan Shupe, CEO
Betsy Price, Editor
Sonja M. Frey, Publisher

John Mollura Photography

Town Square LIVE @TownSquareLive
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https://townsquaredelaware.com/
https://molluraphoto.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive/
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/

