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Vo-Tech students to be paid to 
help revitalize Wilmington

BY JAREK RUTZ

New Castle County Vo-Tech students will swap their 
pencils for screwdrivers as part of the effort to revitalize 
the city of Wilmington. The students will be involved 
in the city’s $50 million residential redevelopment and 
stabilization plan funded through the American Rescue 
Plan Act. 

The city has given a $300,000 grant to New Castle 
County Vocational Technical School District to provide 
the students. The Vo-Techs—which include Delcastle, 
Hodgson, Howard, and St. Georges—are now recruiting 
25 student workers, aged 16-24, to combine academics 
with a paid job.

As of now, the students must attend one of the schools. 
Starting in year two, the qualifications will expand to 
include any students living in Wilmington, said Colleen 
Conaty, the liaison between the schools and the city. 

The selected students will be paid $12 to $15 an hour, 
she said.

The project students will work special schedules. Some 
will be on the job two weeks every month, with classes 
the other two weeks. The Vo-Techs call that a “2-week-
about” schedule. To make it work, companies will hire 
two or more workers, so there will always be some  
students on the job and some in class. Other workers 
will have a day-parting schedule, being on the job in the 
morning and taking classes in the afternoon.

“Construction companies really want students full time 
and early in the morning,” said New Castle Vo-Techs 
Superintendent Joseph Jones, “so a 2-week-about schedule 
works out perfectly for students in the construction field.” 

Conaty says the district plans to have the 25 students 
selected by the end of May and working by the start of 

summer. Student workers will be paid based on factors 
such as certifications, credits earned and placement  
status in their apprenticeship. 

The initial $300,000 budget will pay Conaty’s salary 
as well as provide student resources such as certifications, 
including a GED, apprenticeship materials, and any 
training that’s needed. If the students need tutoring or 
a counselor, the grant money will cover it. 

The budget also is expected to pay for uniforms, tools, 
boots, transportation costs to and from a project site 
and other necessities for the 25 students to work effec-
tively on the revitalization project. 

She expects additional funding as the program  
continues in years two and three. “I have been given 
every indication that the program will grow and expand 
in both funding and number of workers,” she said.

Students will not be required to take additional  
courses to train them for the revitalization work, Jones 
said. They will be expected to apply what they already 
learned in school and their hands-on training, a key 
part of most Vo-Tech classes. 

In those schools, students select one of six “clusters” 
that dictate their career training and course selection. 
The clusters are also referred to as “career pathways”—
business, communication and computers; construction 
technologies; health services; public and consumer  
services; science, energy and drafting technologies; and 
transportation.

Career pathways are a concept that many other schools 
in Delaware have recently adopted for topics such as 
teaching.
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Wilmington photography 
exhibit to focus on 
reimagined downtown

BY BETSY PRICE

A sidewalk photography exhibit opening Friday by 
four Wilmington photographers offers a series of por-
traits capturing the creative and vibrant downtown cul-
ture. Showing work in “Downtown Reimagined” exhibit 
are Joe del Tufo, Andre Wright Jr., Sara A. Crawford 
and Shakira Hunt.

The artwork is installed at 417 N. Market St., and an 
opening for the sidewalk exhibit will take place Friday, 
March 25, at 4 p.m.

The sidewalk exhibit will be accompanied by a speaker 
series at MKT Place Gallery, during which the artists 
will share the inspiration behind their submissions. 
Dates and times for that will be announced later.

Following the unveiling, guests are invited to join the 
artists for a reception at The Knight’s Bar across the 
street at The Queen (500 N Market Street).

“Downtown Reimagined” is a part of The Buccini/
Pollin Group’s ongoing efforts to support the downtown 

Community

arts community and provide exposure to local artists. 
This is the second sidewalk art exhibit organized by 
BPG Cares.

 In 2020, BPG provided retail space for the Storefront 
Mural Arts Project, which connected local artists with 
businesses boarding up their windows after riots  
occurred in downtown Wilmington.

Instead of trashing the murals, BPG, Flux Creative 
Consulting and Moonloop Photography, created a 
sidewalk gallery to display all of them for public view-
ing at The Residences at Mid-town Park. They also re-
cently went on display at the Longview Museum of Fine 
Arts in Longview, Texas as part of the “Addressing the 
Moment: The Artist’s Voice” exhibit.

MKT Place Gallery, at 200 W. 9th St., features month-
ly exhibits curated by Sara A. Crawford of The Origi-
nal Coloure Collective.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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More proof of 
spring: Blue 
poppies bloom at 
Longwood
BY BETSY PRICE

The blue poppies are blooming at Longwood Gardens, 
one of the many hallmarks of spring in the Mid-Atlantic.

The sky-blue flowers, which are native to the high el-
evations of the Himalayan Mountains, are forced into 
bloom by Longwood horticulturists for the annual  
display. The flowers are rarely cultivated outside their 
native habitat.

The cultivar, Meconopsis ‘Lingholm,’ produces large 
flowers that average four inches in diameter. They will 
begin to fade just as daffodils, tulips and flowering trees 
begin to color the outdoor landscape at Longwood, 
which is in Kennett Square, Pennsylvania.

The display is included in the gardens’ ticket prices. 
For timed tickets and reservations, go to www.long-
woodgardens.org.
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Bishop Koenig to join Pope 
Francis in prayer for 
Ukraine, Russia
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

In response to an invita-
tion from Pope Francis, 
William Koenig, Bishop 
of the Diocese of Wilm-
ington, will join in a prayer 
of peace for the consecra-
tion and entrustment of 
Russia and Ukraine to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary.

Koenig, along with bishops from around the world, 
will join Pope Francis in the special prayer at 12 p.m. on 
Friday, March 25, followed by the 12:10 mass at the  
Cathedral of St. Peter in Wilmington.

According to The Pillar, a Catholic media project, 
consecration means setting something apart, dedicating 
it to a sacred purpose. 

“The word is used often in Catholicism: churches are 
consecrated, sacred vessels are consecrated…men and 
women’s religious orders are called ‘consecrated life,’ 
and ‘consecration’ is used to describe the sacramental 
confection of the Eucharist.”

There is also a Catholic devotional custom of private 
consecration to Christ through Mary, The Pillar explains, 
by a set of devotional prayers.

On Sunday, March 20, Pope Francis denounced  
Russia’s “violent aggression against Ukraine” as a “sense-
less massacre where every day is repeated atrocities” for 
which “there is no justification.” He said “all the inter-
national actors” have a duty to “truly commit themselves 
to bring an end to this repugnant war.”

“Sadly the violent aggression against Ukraine does 
not slow down,” Pope Francis said.

It’s not clear whether the Pope will appear via live 
stream on March 25 and the text of his prayer has not 
been released as of Monday.

The prayer service and mass at the Cathedral, located 
at Sixth and N. West Streets in the historic Quaker Hill 
section of Wilmington, are open to the public and will 
be live streamed on the Diocese of Wilmington’s You-
Tube channel.

The Catholic Diocese of Wilmington was established 
in 1868 and comprises 56 parishes, 18 missions and 27 
schools serving the State of Delaware and the nine  
counties of Maryland’s Eastern Shore. More informa-
tion about the diocese is available HERE.
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Wine-by-mail could soon be legal
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Delawareans could soon have wine shipped directly 
to their homes under a bill released from the House 
Economic Development Committee Tuesday. 

House Bill 210, sponsored by Rep. Mike Smith, R-Pike 
Creek, would permit wineries in the United States to 
obtain a license to ship wine directly to consumers so long 
as it is done through a common carrier like FedEx or UPS. 

The bill would limit the amount of wine a producer 
could sell to a single household to three nine-liter cases 
per year. Direct shippers of wine would be restricted 
from shipping more than 1,800 nine-liter cases of wine 
to Delaware consumers annually. The proposal would 
require a person 21 years of age to sign for a wine delivery.

Current law requires wine shipments to be delivered 
to a wholesaler, who is then able to deliver the wine to a 
consumer by a retail license. This is known as the 
“three-tier system.” 

Opponents to House Bill 210 say the three-tier system 
works—it gives Delawareans access to the wine they  
desire while benefitting local alcohol distributors who 
are required to complete the transactions.

Supporters argue that the proposal would have little 
impact on those businesses’ bottom lines. Forty-six 
states allow for direct-to-consumer wine shipments and 
local distributors and wholesalers in those states have 
not reported significant losses as a result of the practice. 
While the laws vary in those 46 states, only Delaware, 
Mississippi, Rhode Island and Utah outright prohibit 
direct shipment. 

Delaware wine stores do not have to compete with gas 
stations or grocery stores, either—unlike in nearby 
Pennsylvania and Virginia. 

There are also those who do not support the bill  
because they don’t think it goes far enough.

“While the National Association of Wine Retailers 
believes the intent to bring Delaware’s wine laws into 
the 21st century and give the state’s residents more wine 
choices is laudable, it laments that the proposed wine 
shipping law falls well short of giving Delaware wine 
lovers the access to wines they desire,” the national  
advocacy group said shortly after the bill’s introduction. 

The bill would still prohibit direct wine shipments 
from out-of-state wine stores, specialty wine retailers, 
wine-of-the-month clubs, or wine auction houses, while 
only giving Delaware residents access to domestically 
made wines shipped by wineries.”

According to the association, the federal government 
must approve all wines sold in the United States, both 
domestically-made and imported. Over the past three 
years, 336,000 wines were approved for sale. 213,000 of 
those wines were imported. Under House Bill 210, im-
ported wines could not be shipped directly to consumers.

Smith said during the committee meeting that the bill 
was the result of discussions and negotiations with 
stakeholders. Efforts to reach him for comment Monday 
were unsuccessful. The bill will now advance to the 
House floor for consideration.
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302 Beer Drinkers’ Choice 
Awards to crown ‘Delaware’s 
Best Beer’ on April 3

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The 302 Beer Drinkers’ Choice Awards will return to 
Crooked Hammock’s flagship brewpub in Lewes on 
Sunday, April 3. Every brewery in the state is invited to 
compete in the event, which organizers said is “known 
for its sudsy silliness and refined debauchery.”

“Delaware’s brewery scene has exploded by leaps and 
bounds in recent years and we wanted to create a one-
of-a-kind festival that promotes our shared commit-
ment to the 302,” said Crooked Hammock owner Rich 
Garrahan. 

“Every single brewery in the state is welcome back and 
we challenge those who haven’t reached out to get off 

the sidelines,” he said. “Don’t be scared. It’s more about 
connecting with each other than winning or losing.”

But it does have a great deal to do with winning, too. 
Both brewers and attendees will vie for a number of 
awards, including “Fan Favorite Beer, Most Unique 
Beer, Best Brewery Costume, Best Drinkers Costume 
and Best Edible Necklace”—whatever that means. 

Guests will have the chance to vote online and demo-
cratically pick winners; of the people, by the people, for 
the people in the never-ending quest to crown Dela-
ware’s “Best Beer.” 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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Chiefs oppose new 
version of police 
bill of rights

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Police officers are not on board with a revised bill to 
amend Delaware’s Law Enforcement Officer Bill of 
Rights. The bill would open police misconduct records 
for the public to view and create two tiers of community 
review boards, each with the power to examine law  
enforcement agencies’ handling of officer misconduct 
cases and make recommendations for improvements.

Police misconduct records would also be able to be 
used in court proceedings and police agencies would be 
barred from destroying or discarding those records.

In a statement after the substitute bill was filed, Sen. 
Tizzy Lockman, D-Wilmington, said a “culture of se-
crecy and ambiguity…has allowed hatred and fear of 
law enforcement to grow in our state” and argued that 
the legislation will put “oversight into those agencies in 
the hands of the people, where it belongs.” 

Patrick Ogden, president of the Delaware Association 
of Chiefs of Police, said in an op-ed published Tuesday 
that his biggest concern is that law enforcement would 
be excluded from being voting members on civilian  
review boards. “Every single professional board in  
the state of Delaware includes practitioners from the  
industry,” the chief said. “To exclude members of the law 
enforcement community flies in the face of working  
together to garner trust, transparency and accountability.”

Ogden also cited concerns relating to the lack of clar-
ity around civilian review boards and questioned: “how 
they will work from a sensible and realistic perspective.”

Cancer isn’t waiting 
for COVID-19 to be over.
One in three Delawareans will get cancer. 
Unfortunately, many have put off their cancer 
screenings in the past year. Screenings detect 
cancer early, when it’s most treatable. If 
you’ve skipped or canceled a screening due 
to the pandemic — for breast, cervical, colon, 
lung, or prostate cancer — don’t wait one 
more day. Call your health care provider to 
schedule your cancer screenings today.

If you don’t have a provider, we can help.  
If you are uninsured or underinsured,  
you may be eligible for free screenings.  
To learn more about eligibility requirements 
and recommended cancer screenings, 
and other information, please visit 
HealthyDelaware.org/Cancer.

To schedule your cancer screening by phone:

Call your health care provider, dial 2-1-1, 
or speak directly with a nurse navigator at 
the health system nearest you, below.

ChristianaCare: 302-216-3557
Bayhealth: 302-216-8328
Beebe Healthcare: 302-291-4380

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/chiefs-oppose-new-version-of-police-bill-of-rights/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=79261
https://www.healthydelaware.org/Individuals/Cancer?utm_campaign=Cancer&utm_medium=redirect&utm_source=vanity&utm_content=cancer&vp=cancer#cancer-types
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Bill to remove double registration 
requirement passes Senate

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A bill to require Delaware cities and towns to use the 
state’s voter registration system for local elections passed 
in the state Senate Tuesday. Under Senate Bill 233,  
voters who live within town limits would be able to vote 
in municipal elections without having to register sepa-
rately with both the state and the town. 

The bill, sponsored by Sen. Tizzy Lockman, D-Wilm-
ington, passed along party lines. Fourteen Democrats 
voted for the bill and seven Republicans voted against it. 

Proponents say the bill will increase voter turnout and 
eliminate a problem wherein voters arrive to vote in 
municipal elections only to be turned away because they 
did not know they had to register with the town. 

Claire Snyder-Hall, executive director of Common 
Cause Delaware, said the bill will eliminate the unnec-
essary and redundant requirements that keep citizens 
from voting. “Unless a person has been explicitly  
informed about the double registration requirement, 
any reasonable person would expect that being regis-

tered to vote with the state of Delaware would qualify 
them to vote in their own town’s election,” Snyder-Hall 
said. “That person would likely be shocked to discover 
the opposite when arriving to vote in a municipal  
election. And by then it would be too late to register.”

“It’s long past time to fix this and ensure that all  
Delaware voters are able to have their voices heard in 
municipal elections, regardless of the zip code.”

Only one Republican cited his justification for oppos-
ing the bill: Sen. Gerald Hocker, R-Ocean View. “I have 
nine incorporated towns in the 20th Senate District,” 
Hocker said. “I did contact them and I didn’t have any of 
the nine towns in favor, so I will be voting ‘no’ on the bill.” 
Hocker did not detail the concerns he heard from the 
towns in his district.

If passed by the House of Representatives and signed 
by the governor, the law will take effect in July 2024.

Reduce. Reuse. Repeat.
Kenny Family ShopRites of Delaware

care about the environment. Instead of using 
650K single-use plastic bags a week, our 

customers have helped us reduce our plastic 
waste to just 100,500 reusable bags a week! 

We look forward to continue lowering 
tthat number with our customersʼ support. 

Thank you for your commitment 
to reducing plastic waste in our community, 

making our world a cleaner, more 
beautiful place.

 

Follow us on social media
kennyfamilystores

@kennyfamstores

Join Our Team

At Kenny Family 
ShopRites of Delaware,
we’re a team.
We work hard, 
and we play hard.

And our employees 
enjoy a variety of benefits enjoy a variety of benefits 
and flexible schedules.

Apply today at
Shoprite.com/careers 

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/bill-to-remove-double-registration-requirement-passes-senate/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=79156
http://kennyfamilystores.com/
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Government Tenant right to counsel bill 
released from House committee
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A bill to guarantee tenants the right to legal counsel 
in eviction proceedings was released from the House 
Housing and Community Affairs Committee Wednes-
day. Senate Substitute 1 for Senate Bill 101 will now 
advance to the House of Representatives for consider-
ation. Among other things, the bill:

•  Creates a right to legal representation for renters facing 
eviction whose household income is lower than 
200% of federal poverty guidelines;

•  Places coordination of the program within the Del-
aware Attorney General’s Office, who will contract 
with appropriate legal service organizations to provide 
representation in proceedings covered by the bill;

•  Requires landlords to provide notice of the right to 
representation at certain designated intervals of a 
tenancy and in eviction proceedings; and,

•  Creates an Eviction Diversion Program designed to 
help resolve payment or other issues once a landlord 
files for eviction.

Proponents say the bill would create parity with land-
lords who are currently able to be represented in evic-
tion proceedings by non-lawyer advocates, or Form 50 
agents. Under the bill, legal aid groups would be given 
funding to provide tenants with qualified tenant advo-
cates. Those advocates would not be lawyers, but would 
be well versed in eviction law and would be able to guide 
evictees through the process. 

The bill would create a system wherein the state’s three 
legal aid groups could provide qualified tenant advocates 
to evictees free of charge, so long as the tenant falls 
within 200% of the poverty line.

Landlords and landlord interest groups on Wednes-
day pleaded with committee members not to release the 
bill. They don’t want to evict their tenants, many of them 
said, and only evict tenants when they have no other 
choice. Eviction is a lengthy and expensive process, they 
said, and landlords incur additional expenses finding 
new tenants and rehabilitating properties in between 
tenants, not to mention the lost income that occurs  
after tenants are evicted. 

“We’re in the business of housing,” said Debra Burgos, 
president of the Delaware Apartment Association. “We 
know that it’s a very important business. I think people 
often forget that we’re all on the same side—we want 
tenants in safe and affordable houses. That’s what we’re 
in the business to do.” 

Burgos said that bills like Senate Bill 101 force land-
lords to spend more money on lawyers and that cost 
ultimately gets passed down to tenants in the form of 
rent increases. 

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://delawarelive.com/tenant-right-to-counsel-bill-released-from-house-committee/
https://legis.delaware.gov/Search/Global?searchTerm=sb%20101
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Government State revenues stable for 2022, but worries 
for 2023, 2024

BY BETSY PRICE

Buoyed by personal and corporate income taxes, as well as real estate transfer taxes, 
predicts of Delaware’s 2022 revenues, and therefore its state budget, remain stable. 
But state fiscal experts expect the financial good times to slow as the state enters its 
fiscal year 2023 on July 1.

With three months left in the 2022 budget, the Delaware Economic and Financial 
Advisory Council voted Monday to continue to approve the spending of the $5,050 
billion budget. It also said an additional $206 million in revenue had come into state 
coffers since its December meeting. The state surplus remains at more than $823 
million, thanks to taxes and COVID-19 relief cash.

DEFAC also said that as of now, the amount of state money available to budget for 
fiscal year 2023 would be $5,683 billion. Finance experts expect the high growth in 
taxes to slow into 2023 and 2024. Among the interesting bits of information:

• Many state construction projects, grants and contracts are having trouble finding 
workers as well as materials, thanks to inflation and supply chain issues. That’s slowing 
down the state spending of funds allotted to those projects, contracts and grants. 

• As of February, Medicaid now has 291,423 people eligible for benefits, thanks to 
expansions during the COVID-19 pandemic. That is nearly one-third of the state’s 
population and 26,982 more than it was a year ago. Thousands of those are expected 
to come off the rolls as programs expire and more people go back to work.

• The Ukraine-Russian war is expected to lower national gross domestic product 
growth, but at this point not significantly. 

• Personal income tax continues to show “pretty health growth,” with expected income 
raised by $20 million for 2022. Delaware’s tax season opened Jan. 31.

• Real Estate transfer taxes continue strong, but that market can be volatile, and 
there have been years when the transfer tax was negative. The state has seen an increase 
in people who have sold homes paying estimated taxes because their houses sold for 
so more more than it was worth. In 2017, there were 1,000 people who sold property 

and paid estimated taxes; in 2021, there were 3,500. In 2013, there were seven homes 
sold for more than $1 million each. In 2021, there were 193 that sold for more than $1 
million. 

• Boomers may have a role in the continued rise of taxes. The leading edge of boom-
ers, many of whom have huge savings in 401Ks or IRAs, must start taking required  
minimum distributions from those accounts by age 72. The first Boomers are 74 this 
year. The federal program makes retirees do that to start returning some of the  
deferred taxes to the government, and Delaware could reap benefits from that, but it’s 
hard to track or predict because the state does not know who has how much money 
in tax-deferred 401Ks or IRAs.

• Delaware continues to dominant the market in registering new companies, with 
93% of initial public offerings registered in Delaware, which means that’s where they 
pay corporate taxes. Many companies who went public in the last few years did it was 
COVID-19 monies. The number of LLCs is growing dramatically. That kind of filing 
could be a bubble, said Secretary of State Jeff Bullock, but it also shows the growth of 
Delaware’s brand. Too much of a good thing also can be a bad thing, he said, because 
a rapid raise in corporate franchises also puts more pressure on that state office and 
on courts. The number of companies registered with Delaware had doubled in 12 
years, he said. He also wouldn’t be surprised to see it double again in eight years.

• As the Federal Reserve Bank raises rates, revenue from bank franchises is expected 
to drop, as much as 9.6% in 2023.

• Revenues from Unclaimed Property are up $50 million over two years as the state 
continues its MoneyMatch programs, sends reciprocal claims to other states and  
continues improved processes.

• Taxes from the sales of new and used cars remain steady.
• The tobacco tax estimate was reduced by 4.7% down to $111 million.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/state-revenues-stable-for-2022-but-worries-for-2022-2023/
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Lawmaker proposes specific 
crimes for violent riots, looting, 
destroying monuments

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Four bills aimed at increasing penalties for destructive 
and dangerous conduct during times of civil disorder 
were heard by a Senate committee Wednesday. 

The first of the four bills—all sponsored by Sen. Dave 
Lawson, R-Harrington—would make it illegal to manu-
facture, transfer, possess or use Molotov cocktails or 
other incendiary or explosive devices during a riot. 

The second would create the crime of looting, which 
would be classified as a class C felony. 

The third would create the crime of riotous burning, 
which would be a class B felony unless another individual 
is injured as a result of the crime, in which case it would 
be a class A felony.

The fourth bill would make it a crime to destroy a 
public monument during the course of a riot. 

“Delaware has, for the most part, escaped the extreme 
actions of mobs experienced elsewhere, and enjoyed the 
benefits of mostly peaceful exercise of First Amendment 
rights by people seriously expressing a perceived need 
for change,” the bill’s synopsis says.

“Other jurisdictions have been faced with situations 
where a lack of sufficient legal tools have impeded the 
ability of authorities to adequately protect both public 
and private property as well as the lives of the innocent.”

While Senate Bills 219, 220, 221 and 223 address  
actions that are already illegal in their own right, the 

bills would assign specific crimes to those actions  
depending on whether they took place during a riot. 
That, according to Lawson, would provide additional 
tools for courts, law enforcement and prosecutors to 
protect Delawareans and their property. 

“What prompted me to introduce them was concerns 
from the community, and even law enforcement, that 
the penalty for those things, if existing at all, are not a 
deterrent for this kind of behavior,” Lawson said in an 
interview with Town Square Live News. “The idea is that 
if we make it strict enough, it may well be a deterrent, as 
opposed to a punishment,” he said.

Lawson said that when people engage in the type of 
behavior described in his bills, the public and perpetra-
tors must know that Delawareans and their property 
will be protected, that justice will be served, and that 
there will be stiff penalties for those rioters. 

That’s not what he saw during the May and June 2020 
protests in the wake of the George Floyd murder in 
Minneapolis, he said. In many large cities throughout 
the country, wide-scale reports of shootings, looting 
and vandalism went on for weeks.

“We have not had that in Delaware to the same extent,” 
Lawson said. “Hopefully we’ll never have that, but I 
think we have to have the laws in place to deter and 
prosecute if need be.” He argued that individuals arrested 
during the summer 2020 protests were not prosecuted 
by Attorney General Kathy Jennings.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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Included in Wilmington 
Mayor Mike Purzycki’s 
proposed $176.9 million 
city budget are a 7.5% 
property tax increase, a 5% 
increase in water and sewer 
fees, and the elimination 
of 14 positions in city gov-
ernment.

Purzycki presented the fiscal year 2023 budget 
proposal before City Council Thursday along with an 
$82.1 million water, sewer and stormwater budget. Fiscal 
year 2023 begins on July 1. 

While the proposed budget is balanced by an infusion 
of $12 million in federal relief funds, Purzycki said tax 
and fee increases are necessary to address lost revenues 
incurred during the pandemic and prevent future deficits. 

“While city finances have generally stabilized, there is 
an unsettling threat of a continued loss of revenues from 
a number of sources,” he said. “A sensible look down the 
road reveals an untenable deficit in years to come if we 
are not prudent today.”

According to the mayor, because many employees are 
working from home, wage tax revenues are down $1.5 

Wilm. mayor’s budget: tax 
increases, pay raises, job 
cuts
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

million while tax refunds for those workers have in-
creased by $2.4 million. Red light camera fines are down 
$1.6 million and real estate tax appeals have resulted in 
an annual loss for the city of $800,000. The city’s interest 
revenue has fallen by $1.5 million since 2019. In total, 
the city’s projected revenues are $7.8 million under 
pre-pandemic levels.

Those revenue streams have been falling throughout 
the pandemic, Purzycki explained, but in fiscal years 
2021 and 2022, the city relied on CARES Act and rate 
stabilization funds to help offset losses.

They’ve done that because raising taxes and fees would 
have been “untenable,” but moving forward the city 
“must be more disciplined about our finances,” he said.

“I am proposing a 7.5% tax increase in this year’s  
operating budget that will give us a small surplus in this 
year, but one that can be used in the near future to help 
balance future budgets,” the mayor said. “Council must 
realize that in order not to leave our successors with 
catastrophic deficits, we have to raise additional sources 
of revenue.”

Government

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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Over the next 36 months, Comcast, Verizon and  
Mediacom will build out and extend current infrastruc-
ture to deliver fixed, wireline internet access with  
transmission speeds that, at a minimum, provide 100 
megabits per second download speed and 20 megabits 
per second upload speed.

Delawareans can find out if their area has internet  
access and report addresses that don’t have internet  
access to Delaware’s Broadband Hub. The Delaware 
Department of Technology and Information plans to 
update the interactive map with expansion project  
updates and real-time data. Addresses reported as  
lacking service during the construction phase will be 
included within the current project.

The broadband infrastructure grants are part of the 
$110 million commitment to broadband infrastructure 
Carney announced in Aug. 2021. 

Every Delaware home will have access to high-speed 
wired broadband internet thanks to $56 million in  
federal infrastructure grants. Grants were awarded to 
Comcast, Verizon and Mediacom—Delaware’s three 
largest service providers. Comcast will receive $33.1 
million, Verizon will receive $11.8 million and Media-
com will receive $11.1 million.

With those funds, the three companies will extend 
their existing coverage areas to serve more than 11,600 
Delaware homes and businesses that do not have access 
to high-speed broadband service. Construction is  
expected to begin in the next few weeks.

“Stable, high-speed internet connection is important 
for all Delaware families, students, and businesses,” 
Gov. John Carney said in a press release. “Now, with the 
availability of federal funds, we are on our way to giving 
Delawareans across the state access to connect to school, 
work, health care, and more.”

Grants allocated to bring 
high-speed internet to 
every Delaware home

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Government

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

HIGH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 18, 2021
10:00am - 1:00pm 

VIKING FOR A DAY
You are invited to feel the energy

of VKNation as a Viking for a Day.

Viking Visits begin October 4th.

HIGH SCHOOL
PLACEMENT TEST

November 13, 2021 8:30am
November 14   12:00pm

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://gis.broadband.delaware.gov/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/grants-allocated-to-bring-high-speed-internet-to-every-delaware-home/
https://www.steschools.org/admissions
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V-I-C-T-O-R-Y for spelling bee king 
Billy Scialla of Camden
BY JAREK RUTZ

Billy Scialla can thank The Hulk for his 2022 Delaware 
spelling bee title. Out of the 12 words he spelled correctly 
to win, only one gave him pause.

“Punily.”
But then his love for films came to the rescue.
“I remembered that one Avengers movie when Hulk 

calls Loki a ‘puny god,’” he said. “I heard it over and 
over again in my head—puny god, puny god, punily, 
and then I had it.”

Surrogate is the word that clinched eighth grader 
Scialla’s victory and a shot at the national competition 
and its $50,000 grand prize. He defeated 44 other First 
State spellers. The 2022 spelling king, a student at Fifer 
Middle School in Camden, punched his ticket to the big 
show March 5 in the state competition at St. Mark’s 
High School. 

Besides being hit with punily, his 11 rounds were 
smooth sailing, said Billy. Billy’s mom, Michele, did not 
have the same confidence as her son. She said she was 
way more nervous than Billy, shaking in her seat at  
every word as the 12 rounds progressed. “Well, of course 
I expected him to do well, but I did not expect him to 
win,” she said. “There’s been a surprising amount of  
attention on him now, which is really awesome.”

His friends all cheered him after his victory, in the 
way eighth grade boys know best. 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

“They’re telling me I’m going to get all the girls,” Billy 
said. “And I just keep telling them, ‘It’s not like I’m a 
football player. Let’s not get too crazy.”

One of his prizes from his March 5 victory was a 2022 
United States Mint Proof Set. The collection doesn’t  
arrive until June, but Billy knows who’s getting the first 
look at it. “My grandfather is really big into coins, so he’s 
gonna be very proud of me and impressed,” said Billy.

Scialla is a big fan of fantasy science fiction movies. 
He said his spelling success can be attributed to this 
passion, because he watches movies with closed captions 
on and will identify all the “fancy words” and write 
them down on paper. An aspiring writer, he’s been sure 
about his career goals since his younger years.

He’s also a huge gamer, reader and fan of Comic-Con. 
“I really believe that I was put on this earth to write and 
have some fun with you know, gaming and Comic-Con 
as a writer,” he said. “It’s always fun covering those things.”

Billy hopes to one day attend Princeton University. He 
said Harvard is definitely an option, but it’s a bit too far 
away from home for his liking. “I’m sure Princeton will 
be happy to know that you’re willing to settle on them,” 
his mom said jokingly.

Education
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Bill ordering K-12 mental health 
curriculum on way to Senate

BY JAREK RUTZ

A bill that will require the state to provide mental 
health education in every grade level passed the House 
and is headed to the Senate Education Committee.

House Bill 301 would require the Delaware Depart-
ment of Education to establish a statewide curriculum 
for kindergarten through grade 12 for use in each school 
district and charter school. The information in the 
classes would be tailored to the developmental levels of 
students at each grade level.

“We need to break the stigma of mental health, and 
one of the most important ways we can do that is by 
educating young people about mental health so they 
recognize warning signs and can get help,” said House 
Majority Leader Valerie Longhurst, D-Bear, the sponsor 
of the bill, during Tuesday’s hearing.

Rep. Richard Collins, R-Millsboro, voted for HB 301, 
but said he “has serious doubts that it will lead to changes.” 
There are definitely children who need support, Collins 
said Wednesday morning, but he thinks some of the 
state’s actions—including supporting the legalization of 
marijuana—have added to the problem.

“This confuses our young people,” he said. “Why is 
the state saying it’s OK to use this mind-altering drug?”

According to a 2017 survey, 7.2% of Delaware’s high 
school students reported in 2016 that they had attempted 
suicide, according to testimony in the hearing. In addi-
tion, 27.6% said they stopped some of their usual activities 
because they felt sad and/or hopeless almost every day 
for two weeks in a row. 

Education
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Delaware schools to turn 
to science of reading to 
improve literacy rates

BY JAREK RUTZ

Delaware’s once highly-ranked reading scores are worse than those in Mississippi. 
Much worse. 

In 2002, Delaware fourth graders outperformed Mississippi’s by 21 points on  
national scores, with the First State well above the national average. Today, after a 
decade of emphasizing training teachers in the science, Mississippi students handily 
outperform Delaware’s, which has dropped below the national average.

Less than half of Delaware’s students can read at their grade level, including about 
one-quarter of White students and half of Black and Brown students, attendees at the 
Delaware Reading Summit heard Thursday. That struggle follows them into their 
adult years, speakers said. Eight University of Delaware football stadiums could be 
packed with the 160,000 Delaware adults who can’t read. 

Legislators and education nonprofits want to change that by integrating the science 
of reading into public schools. The science of reading is defined as cognitive brain 
research that shows how students learn to read, said Monica Gant, chief academic 
officer for the Delaware Department of Education.

Senate Bill 133, signed into law in June 2021, was the first of several pieces of planned 
legislation that focused on the science of reading, Gant said. Sponsored by Sen. Laura 
V. Sturgeon., D-Hockessin, SB 133 created a literacy plan that would train teachers to 
be able to engage students in the essential components of evidenced-based reading 

instruction. Many current teachers were trained under out-of-date materials, or pro-
grams that since have been proven not to work and may even be counterproductive, 
said several speakers at the summit.

SB 133 requires elementary school, early childhood education or special education 
teachers or reading specialists to provide instruction aligned with the science of reading 
by July 1, 2023. 

Among other things, the science of reading says that nearly all children learn to 
read in the same way no matter their ethnicity or background; that one in five kids is 
dyslexic; and that fundamentals such as focusing on phonics, are key to success and 
later performance.

SB133 specifies the number of hours of professional development that teachers must 
complete to be considered proficient in teaching using the science of reading. Since 
SB 133 became law, more than 700 teachers and educators have taken part in that 
training, Gant said. 

“We know reading is a complex process, more than just saying words out loud,” 
said Mark Holodick, Delaware secretary of education, who supports both the shift in 
reading instruction and making it universal. “We need evidence-based research on 
how to promote language development.”

Sturgeon announced during Thursday’s Delaware Reading Summit that she will 
introduce an additional three pieces of legislation to address Delaware’s literacy rate. 

A former teacher and chairman of the Senate Education Committee, Sturgeon says 
she plans to introduce one resolution and two bills. 

The resolution would strengthen the certification requirements of teachers apply-
ing to Delaware schools. Educators would be required to be well versed in the science 
of reading and able to construct lessons that closely align. 

Education
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Freire withdraws request to open 
charter school in Newark

BY JAREK RUTZ

Freire Schools has withdrawn its request to expand 
and put a charter school in Newark. 

Nate Durant, co-head of school at Freire Charter 
School-Wilmington, said in a note to state education 
officials that the move didn’t seem smart at the moment, 
when schools were grappling with many issues.

“Positive impact can only happen when we are all 
working together,” the letter said. “But we are not to-
gether right now, and any division hurts our kids.”

Freire, which also has three schools in Philadelphia, 
released a copy of the letter in an email.

Officials there declined to comment further.

The letter was addressed to Department of Education 
Secretary Mark Holodick, the Delaware State Board of 
Education, Charter School Accountability Committee, 
and the Charter Schools Office. 

“The department, through the Charter School  
Accountability Committee, worked closely with Freire 
Charter School regarding its application for a new charter 
school in the Newark area,” said Alison May, spokes-
woman for the Department of Education.

“We respect the school’s decision to withdraw its  
application at this time and will continue to provide the 
necessary supports to Freire and all of our charter 

schools as they focus on providing strong educational 
services to Delaware students.”

Durant said that the intention behind bringing a  
second Freire school to Delaware was to create a  
positive impact on Delaware students and families that 
were looking to find the best option for their education. 

He said that a sense of togetherness is vital during this 
“trying time” for educators, schools, communities, and 
the state of Delaware.

The note comes after the Christina School Board  
voted to ask the state to put a moratorium on new or 
expanding charter schools as it grapples with getting the 
Wilmington Learning Collaborative up and running, 
as well as other issues.

The move has drawn fire from parents and others who 
favor parents having the choice of a charter school for 
their children. 

“We ask that you join us in realigning so that the “us” 
versus ‘them’ feeling dissolves,” the letter said, “and we 
can work together to provide the strongest education 
possible for every Delaware student.”

Durant said in the letter that Freire-Wilmington is 
still committed and determined to the families and  
students of the school and their educational excellence.

Freire-Wilmington opened its doors in 2015 with 
support from the Longwood Foundation, the Welfare 
Foundation, and the U.S. Department of Education. It 
has 2,000 students in its four schools.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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Bills to add mental health 
help in schools sent to 
House floor

BY JAREK RUTZ

The House Education Committee on March 16 unanimously voted to release two 
bills focused on putting additional mental health resources into Delaware schools. 
House Bills 300 and 301 serve as an extension of House Bill 100, legislation passed 
in 2021 that included an $8 million investment to provide mental health services in 
the state’s elementary schools. 

HB 300 calls for more mental health care professionals in middle schools to  
decrease the ratio of students to school therapists, psychologists and counselors. HB 
301 calls for a statewide implementation of educational mental health programs in 
each grade level, kindergarten through 12th grade. The bills will now move to the 
house floor.

Sponsor Valerie Longhurst, D-Bear, said Delaware’s youth is plagued by a high per-
centages of suicide attempts and documented cases of depression. Among other 
things, she said, is that suicide is the second-leading cause of death of people between 
10-24 years of age, 50% of mental health illness begins before age 14, and one in five 
kids suffer from depression. 

Anne Slease, director of advocacy and education at National Alliance on Mental 
Illness in Delaware, said 53% of Delaware’s youth received no treatment for their  
depression in the past year. “When children’s warning signs of mental illness are 
identified and addressed at a young age, recovery is not only possible, but it’s likely,” 
she said.

Rep. Michael Ramone, R-Pike Creek South, expressed concerns about being able to 
get enough professionals to take the jobs, which would offer salaries of $77,000. With 
HB 100, which took effect in January, there already has been trouble filling the  
available slots in elementary schools and he wondered if the state would be able to fill 
even more. Longhurst said that fear shouldn’t stop legislators from passing the bill. 

“We shouldn’t hold back just because we don’t have enough professionals,” she said. 
“We should be moving forward in order to create that pipeline.” 

“If we build it, they will come,” is a common belief in regard to the professional 
pipeline that Department of Education Secretary Mark Holodick, Rep. Kimberly 
Williams, D-Marshallton, and parents giving public comments all shared. 

Rep. Richard Collins, R- Millsboro, noted that COVID-19 has resulted in a surge of 
mental health illness and questioned how the committee will know if the monetary 
investment is worthwhile. 

Longhurst said mental health issues have been a serious problem for years. “This is 
not a political issue—our kids killed themselves because of unaddressed mental 
health issues, not COVID,” said Longhurst. A school environment encourages  
students to speak up on mental health challenges, she said. 

Chris Locke, whose son Sean committed suicide in 2018 just before his 24th birth-
day, said he believes schools need to teach the “power of vulnerability” to allow  
students to feel comfortable and safe talking about mental health struggles.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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“You can be anything you want to be in this great 
country; the purpose of this bill is not to undermine 
that privilege,” said Sen. Bryant Richardson, the bill’s 
sponsor. “The purpose of the bill is to protect the gains 
in women’s sports that came about almost 50 years ago 
under Title IX.” 

Richardson referred to transgender girls as “male- 
bodied,” and said that when male-bodied athletes are 
allowed to compete on girls’ teams, biological girls are 
at higher risk of injury, because male-bodied athletes 
are, on average, bigger and stronger.

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A bill to require Delaware student-athletes to compete 
on athletic teams or in sports associated with their bio-
logical sex was the subject of a raucous Senate committee 
hearing Wednesday. Senate Bill 227 specifically aims 
to prohibit transgender girls—or girls who were born as 
boys—from playing on girls’ sports teams. 

Under the bill, cisgender female athletes, or girls who 
were born as girls, would be allowed to compete on boys’ 
sports teams if the sport in question is not available for 
girls, like wrestling, for example. 

Senate committee hears 
Fairness in Women’s 

Sports Act

Sports

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

“The inclusion of male-bodied athletes in women’s 
sports inevitably means that more females lose out,” 
Richardson, R-Seaford, said. “We have an obligation to 
defend everyone’s rights. What is wrong is when the 
rights of some put at risk the rights of others.”

The chair of the Senate Health & Social Services  
Committee, Sen. Sarah McBride, D-Wilmington North, 
identifies as transgender. McBride is the first openly 
transgender state senator in the country and the highest- 
ranking transgender elected official in United States 
history. She took Richardson’s bill as a personal affront 
to her identity and said it puts transgender children at risk. 

“I didn’t run for this office to talk about transgender 
identities,” McBride told the committee. “But when leg-
islation comes before me that goes after young people—
that goes a step too far.”

McBride argued that there are many competitive  
advantages and disadvantages in high school sports—
among them, wealth and access to private coaching, 
and biological differences between cisgender athletes 
such as height and weight and athletic capacity. She 
asked Richardson if his bill sought to level the playing 
field by addressing any of those perceived disparities. 
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BY NICK HALLIDAY

The Sanford Warriors defeated Red Lion 17- 6 behind 
the bat and arm of Brady Fox. He went 2-4 scoring three 
runs and six RBI at the plate while pitching three  
innings, allowing two runs on three hits and striking 
out six collecting the win on the mound

Warrior bats got started early as they scored two runs. 
After a single by Colton Furgeson, Fox crushed a double 
scoring Furgeson. Fox was able to move over to third base 
on a passed ball, then was knocked in by Luke Filliben 
as he singled. 

Red Lion would answer in the bottom of the first  
inning when Riley Burroughs drew a walk on four 

Fox leads 
Sanford in big win 
over Red lion
pitches. Freshman Dominic Liguori then hit a double of 
his own scoring Burroughs making the score 2-1. 

The Warriors then scored four runs in the top of the 
second inning on a couple hits coupled with some errors 
from the Lions. They then followed up with two more 
runs in the third to inning pushing their lead to 8-1. 

Red Lion did bring the score to 8-4 after getting two 
runs of its own in the bottom of the fourth inning on a 
hit by Mason Nester and an RBI by Brayden Redmond 
on a fielder’s choice. 

Sanford then broke the game open in the top of the 
fifth inning. They scored nine runs with Fox highlight-
ing the inning by hitting a grand slam over the right 
field fence, driving in four runs (see video). Ryan  
Timmons, John Malloy, Brian Keiser, and Colton  
Ferguson also added RBIs in the inning.

Dominic Liguori, JR Montgomery, Riley Burroughs, 
Mason Nester, William Koble, and Zachary Villamor 
each collected one hit for the Lions.

Sanford’s next game is at home as it hosts First State 
Military on Thursday at 3:45. Red Lion will travel to 
Newark National Field Thursday to face last year’s state 
champs Delaware Military Academy at 4 p.m.
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