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Ursuline sisters’ bilingual 
children’s book honors teacher

BY JAREK RUTZ

Ursuline Academy students wrapped in red sweaters 
were transported March 9 to a tropical rainforest with 
colorful flowers and animated wildlife in Peru, thanks 
to twin sisters Ava and Bella Lindia.

The sisters took the kindergarten to fifth graders on 
the voyage by reading their newly published bilingual 
children’s book, “El Amigo Eterno.”

The Ursuline seniors wrote and illustrated the book 
partly to honor their elementary school art teacher,  
Bernadette DeLong, who died in 2020. 

The book’s main character, a bright green Lorito Verde, 
common to the southern Amazon, shares the name of 
their art teacher, Bernadette, who once taught in Peru.

The book was published in January by Creo En Ti Media 
after the sisters won a national contest to which students 
submitted bilingual books. Ava illustrated the book while 
her sister Bella authored. It sells on Amazon for $10.

“Our inspiration for the book came from a story that 
our art teacher used to share,” Bella told the dozens of 
children in the audience at Ursuline. “She used to always 
tell us that she once rescued an injured bird and healed 
it…in the comfort of a sock.”

DeLong used to share a slew of stories that taught her 
classes about art and life, Ava said.

While the book only took a few months to create, the 
publishing process took about a year. 

The twins aren’t from a Hispanic background and don’t 
speak Spanish fluently, but they have taken Spanish and 
World Language during their time at Ursuline.

With the help of Ursuline’s Spanish teacher, Erin Prada, 
the girls were able to depict the Peruvian Amazon, the 
setting of the book, in an accurate and comprehensive 
way for children to enjoy and understand. 
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chapter of American history,” said Sam Heed, director 
of education and senior historian for the foundation.

The Kalmar Nyckel is Delaware’s tall ship, and the 
foundation maintains it and a maritime center on the 
Wilmington Riverfront. The center also is devoted to 
the state’s rich maritime history, from colonial days until 
now. The ship is a model of the one that brought Swedish 
immigrants to the New World in 1638 They landed at 
The Rock, where Fort Christina Park now exists.

The class will include looks at five leaders—Frederick 
Douglass, Harriet Tubman, Thomas Garrett, Capt. Alfred 
Fountain and William Still—and the abolitionist move-

Kalmar Nyckel’s 
Underground 
Railroad class 
focuses on travel 
options

BY JAREK RUTZ

The Kalmar Nyckel Foundation will offer a new class 
focusing on the many ways slaves could travel along the 
Underground Railway, emphasizing Delaware’s role in 
it, as well as the state’s maritime history. In addition, 
the program will teach five different strategic routes 
and factors, and five modes of transportation that made 
Delaware central to the escape networks of slaves. 

The class, “Five Ways to Freedom: Navigating Dela-
ware’s Underground Railroad Network,” can be taught 
in schools and will be taught at Fort Christina Park.

“Our goal is to have students engage critically with 
real-life stories and problem-solving from this pivotal 

Community ment, which wanted to make slavery illegal. The Kalmar 
Nyckel ties into the movement because a “maritime  
Underground Railroad” allowed people to use ships 
and boats to find freedom. The oceanic aspect of the 
Underground Railroad is often forgotten about, said a 
Kalmar Nyckel Foundation press release. 

The program is constructed to satisfy Delaware’s K-12 
Social Studies Standards for eighth grade history. It’s 
also designed for all students, adult groups, and anyone 
interested in learning more about the underground 
railroad.

Heed said that emphasizing the “agency” freedom- 
seekers had in their travels will prompt students to  
analyze historical events and draw their own conclu-
sions for deeper learning and understanding about the 
time period. 

Heed said that the new program was funded by a “gen-
erous grant” from the Chichester duPont Foundation. 

To schedule a “Five Ways to Freedom,” program,  
educators may contact Kalmar Nyckel Foundation  
Assistant Director of Education Marygrace Kennedy  
at edu@KalmarNyckel.org or call 302-429-7447 on 
weekdays.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
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Delaware Art Museum’s 
Tiffany exhibit offers peek 
at ‘Gilded Age’

BY BETSY PRICE

If you’re dazzled by the decor in HBO’s “The Gilded Age,” you can get a taste of what 
was included in the Delaware Art Museum’s new Tiffany glass exhibit. The lean, 
spare show lets the 60 pieces on display spread out and speak for themselves. It also 
lets viewers get close enough to see the mastery of the work, which includes layered 
glass, embedded rocks and chunks of glass, and overlapping soldered pieces that  
create a depth you may never have noticed.

“Louis Comfort Tiffany: Treasures from the Driehaus Collection” opened March 11 
and runs through June 5. It was meant to open in 2020, but was postponed when the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit, said Dr. Heather Campbell Coyle, chief curator and curator 
of American art. It was drawn from the massive collection of the late Richard H. 
Driehaus of Chicago.

The theme of the exhibit is Tiffany’s love of nature, which runs through the pieces, 
and their innovative approaches. Those on display include huge stained glass pieces, 
vases made to look like flowers and household items such as inkwells.

Louis Comfort Tiffany was the son of Charles Lewis Tiffany, who founded the  
famous jewelry and silver store. Louis Comfort studied art at the National Academy 
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of Design and went into interior design. He would go on to create rooms for many 
families in the Gilded Age, which was largely the 1880s as industrialization and new 
wealth descended on New York. The clash of the old and new money families forms 
the backdrop for HBO’s “The Gilded Age,” which many people think of as America’s 
“Downton Abbey” because it was created by the same person, Julian Fellowes. Coyle 
said she’s enjoying watching it.

Tiffany’s interest in interior design led to him becoming interested in stained glass. 
At that time, stained glass usually was created by having color put on the outside of 
clear class. Tiffany became famous for embedding color into the glass before it was 
blown or cut into shapes. Even then, though, artists were still required to paint the 
faces of people onto glass, Coyle said.

She said she didn’t realize until she was helping unpack the exhibit pieces how 
beautiful the metalwork of the lamp bases themselves were, because they are so often 
overshadowed by the showy lamp shades.

There was such a demand for Tiffany work that his glasshouse in Queens grew to 
include teams of people, including women, who would create pieces. They spanned 
the time of gas lighting and electric lighting, and many of the lampshades and bases 
reflect when they were created.

His work would end up in churches and other religious places as well as public 
spaces. Some of Tiffany’s work would be custom-ordered for a one-of-a-kind piece. 
But Tiffany also had plenty of pieces that people could browse and buy off the shelf, 
Coyle said. One of those made its way to Delaware.

Wilmington industrialist Samuel Bancroft and his wife, Mary, wanted a window 
for their home, where they were creating an interior to show off their growing art 
collection, which focused on the Pre-Raphaelites.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/delaware-art-museums-tiffany-exhibit-offers-peek-at-gilded-age-2/
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• Trace Adkins on Monday, July 25 @ 7:30 p.m.
• TobyMac on Tuesday, July 26 @ 7:30 p.m.
• ZZ Top on Wednesday, July 27 @ 7:30 p.m.
• Harness Racing on Thursday, July 28 @ 7:00 p.m.
• Frank Reyes on Friday, July 29 @ 7:30 p.m.
• Hank Williams Jr. on Saturday, July 30 @ 7:30 p.m.

Tickets range from $20 to $99 and can be purchased 
HERE.

Trace Adkins, Frank Reyes top off 
2022 State Fair concert lineup

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The Delaware State Fair has announced its final two 
headline acts for the 2022 Delaware Lottery Summer 
Concert Series at the M&T Bank Grandstand.

Country music star Trace Adkins and Dominican 
bachata artist Frank Reyes will top off the star-studded 
list of acts that already includes Hank Williams Jr., Sam 
Hunt, Nelly, Toby Mac, ZZ Top, and, of course, the  
annual demolition derby.

The 103rd Delaware State Fair will be held from July 21 
to 30, 2022. The theme is “Summer Nights & Carnival 
Lights.”

The jam-packed lineup is refreshing news for devoted 
fairgoers. In 2020, all concerts were canceled because of 

the pandemic. Acts would have included country  
musicians Dierks Bentley, Hank Williams Jr. and  
comedian Jim Gaffigan.

In 2021, the concert lineup originally featured  
TobyMac, Sam Hunt, Hank Williams Jr. and Vanilla Ice, 
but they all pulled out because of uncertainty surround-
ing Delaware’s COVID-19 large gathering restrictions.

Delawareans can expect to see the following perfor-
mances during the 2022 State Fair:

• Sam Hunt on Thursday, July 21 @ 7:30 p.m.
• Halestorm on Friday, July 22 @ 7:30 p.m.
• Nelly on Saturday, July 23 @ 7:30 p.m.
• Demolition Derby on Sunday, July 24 @ 6 p.m.

Community
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Hamilton’s brings elegant fare 
to Newark’s Main Street

BY PAM GEORGE

For months, Newark residents and visitors impatiently 
waited for Hamilton’s on Main to open its doors. The 
anticipation grew when the restaurant hosted a private 
party last December, but an unexpected HVAC issue 
forced the hungry public to practice patience. The wait 
is finally over. Hamilton’s on Main is now in a soft opening 
phase, and a grand opening will be in April.

The Main Street restaurant is the creation of restaura-
teurs Anthony and Jeremiah Brooks, who moved to 
Delaware from Harpers Ferry, West Virginia.

The couple want to establish a robust food-and-wine 
program on Main Street. But putting a fine dining 
restaurant in the old Newark Bank building has not 
been easy.

A lesson in perseverance 
Jeremiah, the chef, and Anthony, the general manager, 

are no strangers to the business.
Jeremiah began his hospitality career in the front of 

the house some 20 years ago. But back then, there was 
no training program for managers. Instead, he had to 
learn customer relations and management skills on his 
own. He realized that the kitchen was an informal class-
room where he could acquire new knowledge every day.

“I cut my teeth working for some of the best in the 
D.C. area—James Beard Award-winning chefs, Culi-
nary Institute of America graduates,” he said.

Food & Dining
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Wine, dine with Italian count at 
Milford’s Benvenuto

BY PAM GEORGE

It’s not every day that Milford-area diners get to dine 
with a count. But on Friday, March 18, Conti Manfredo di 
San Bonifacio will be showcasing his wines at Benvenuto, 
a Milford restaurant. 

The count and the restaurant are a perfect pairing, 
said Diego Lascano, the restaurant’s wine and beverage 
director. “We are a Tuscan-inspired restaurant, and his 
winery is in Tuscany,” explained Lascano, who previously 
worked for the wine distributor that sells the count’s 
products in this area. “His wine and our food make per-
fect sense.”

Benvenuto, which means welcome, was inspired by a 
family friendship that started in 1955 when owner’s par-
ents lived in Italy for 11 months. Subsequent generations 
have continued to visit each other and stay in touch.

Count Manfredo has a similar story. He met Matt  
Haley, founder of Rehoboth Beach-based SoDel  
Concepts, when Haley was lost in the Italian countryside. 

Haley knocked on the count’s door to ask for directions. 
The two became fast friends, and Haley spearheaded 
the effort to bring Conti di San Bonifacio wines to the 
United States. 

Despite Haley’s death in 2014, Manfredo has continued 
to visit the Delaware coast, but this is the first time he’s 
attended a wine dinner in Milford. 

Manfredo is thrilled to return to the state. “It’s been 
nearly three years since I’ve been able to travel outside 
of Italy and Europe, and I can’t tell you all what it means 
to be back in Delaware,” he said. “For so many reasons, 
I see you all as family, and the friendships I’ve made in 
this last decade couldn’t mean more to me and my wife 
and boys.”

At the heart of the trip is his opportunity to share 
“something of Italy and critically newly released vintages 
of wines from Tuscany and Treviso,” he said. “Being here 
in person to meet you, taste the wines together and 
spend a few days telling the stories of our terroir is a 
personal pleasure for me.” 

Lascano made the trip extra special by inviting him to 
Benvenuto. “The fact that this amazing restaurant  
celebrates the food and wine culture of Tuscany makes 
this [visit] resonate all the more,” Manfredo said.

Executive chef Jesus Zeus Gordiany will prepare five 
courses to complement Conti di San Bonifacio wines.

Since the menu is influenced by seasonal ingredients 
and availability—a concern given supply chain issues—
Gordiany won’t release details until the event. 

“Our guests know the food is going to be fantastic, 
and the wines are excellent,” Lascano said.

If you go: Five-course dinner featuring Conti di San 
Bonifacio wines with Manfredo di San Bonifacio; 6 
p.m., March 18; $100; Benvenuto at 249 NE Front St., 
Milford. Call 302-265-2652 for reservations.

Food & Dining
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Food Bank’s 
Cooking for a 
Cause showcases 
Snuff Mill

BY PAM GEORGE

It can be easier to guess Wordle on the first try than to 
score a table at the new Snuff Mill Restaurant, Butchery 
& Wine Bar in Brandywine Hundred. The intimate eat-
ery opens reservations to the public a month in advance 
and books up fast. But on Thursday, March 31, you can 
sample ingredients that make this newbie such a hotspot.

Think skillet-seared ribeye steak with roasted garlic, 
string beans with shallots and Café de Paris butter and 
ricotta gnocchi with spring asparagus, shrimp, Meyer 
lemon zest, leeks and basil.

The catch? You will make it yourself.
But that won’t be a problem considering chefs Robert 

Lhulier and Maddie Sutton will be in your homes to 
walk you through it.

The chefs are participating in the second Cooking for 

a Cause to benefit the Food Bank of Delaware. The  
virtual cook-a-long provides participants with everything 
they need to make dinner, dessert and a beverage in the 
comfort of their own home. At 6 p.m., the students log 
on to a broadcast to start stirring, dicing and searing.

The premier event in April 2021 raised $20,000 for the 
Food Bank of Delaware’s Culinary School Scholarship 
Program. Now that organizers have already experienced 
technology-related hiccups, they’ve made changes to 
improve the experience.

No gown. No tux. Great food.
The first event occurred during the height of the  

pandemic, when galas, golf tournaments and other 
fundraisers skidded to a halt.

After watching chef friends teach Facebook classes 
during quarantine, Jeff Whitmarsh, a Food Bank board 
member, came up with the idea. An in-home fundraiser 
presented multiple advantages, he realized.

“The virtual format allowed us to reach anyone who 
wanted to participate, regardless of their vaccination 
status or health condition,” Whitmarsh said. “Also, it 
was fun and new, which sparked an interest.”

Food & Dining
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HIGH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 18, 2021
10:00am - 1:00pm 

VIKING FOR A DAY
You are invited to feel the energy

of VKNation as a Viking for a Day.

Viking Visits begin October 4th.

HIGH SCHOOL
PLACEMENT TEST

November 13, 2021 8:30am
November 14   12:00pm

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://www.snuffmillbutchery.com/
https://www.snuffmillbutchery.com/
https://www.fbd.org/cooking/
https://www.fbd.org/cooking/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/food-banks-cooking-for-a-cause-showcases-snuff-mill/
https://www.steschools.org/admissions
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Government Randy Holland, retired Delaware 
Supreme Court Justice, dies at 75
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Retired Delaware Supreme Court Justice Randy J. 
Holland has died. He was 75. 

Holland was appointed and reappointed to the Dela-
ware Supreme Court by three different governors and 
served with four different chief justices during his  
tenure on the bench. At his appointment to the state’s 
Supreme Court in 1986 by Gov. Mike Castle, Holland 
became the youngest person ever to serve on the state’s 
highest court. He would go on to become the court’s 
longest-serving justice at his retirement in March 2017. 

Throughout his 30 years on the bench, Holland wrote 
more than 700 reported opinions and several thousand 
case dispositive orders.

“The Delaware Judiciary mourns the loss of one of our 
greatest public servants,” said Chief Justice Collins J. 
Seitz, Jr. who served with Justice Holland from 2015 to 
2017. Holland “wrote cogent and authoritative opinions 
in all areas of the law that have withstood the test of 
time,” Sietz said. “He championed the highest ethical 
standards for Delaware lawyers and judges.”

Holland was born on Jan. 27, 1947, in Elizabeth, New 
Jersey, the oldest child of James Holland and Virginia 
Holland. Shortly after his birth, Holland’s family moved 
to Milford, Delaware. He attended Milford High School, 
where he was quarterback and captain of the football 
team and a catcher on the baseball team. While in high 
school, he met his future wife, Ilona E. Holland.

Justice Holland graduated from Swarthmore College 
and the University of Pennsylvania Law School, where 
he received the Loughlin Award for legal ethics. He  
later earned a Master of Laws in Judicial Process from 
the University of Virginia Law School and was awarded 
honorary Doctor of Law degrees by the Delaware Law 
School and Swarthmore College.

Justice Holland taught corporate governance, appel-
late practice and state constitutional law and frequently 
focused on business ethics. 

After leaving the Delaware Supreme Court, he became 
Senior of Counsel in the Wilmington office of Wilson 
Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati.

In 2018, the Randy J. Holland Family Law Endowment 
was created in his honor for the Combined Campaign 
for Justice to fund a full-time fellowship position to 
serve the family law needs for low-income families.

U.S. Sen. Tom Carper reappointed Holland to his  
second term on the bench when he was governor.

“His longevity on the bench was a result of his broad 
knowledge of the law and of our state, and the respect 
and professionalism he upheld on and off the bench,” 
Carper said. “Delaware—and its judicial system—is a 
better place because of his service on the bench.”

Gov. John Carney called Holland’s passing a “tremen-
dous loss for our state.”

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/randy-holland-retired-delaware-supreme-court-justice-dies-at-75/
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Government Six months from election, 
most candidates have yet 
to file

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

With just six months to go before the first votes are 
cast in the 2022 General Assembly elections, most  
incumbent state representatives and senators have yet 
to file for re-election. The current legislative session 
comes to an end in November, meaning all 21 Senate seats 
and 41 House seats will be up for grabs. Candidates 
must file by July 12 to appear on the ballot.

Three of the state’s executive offices—attorney general, 
treasurer and auditor of accounts—will also be on the 
ballot. No candidates have filed for election to those 
seats.

The primary election will be held on Sept. 13, 2022 
and the general election will be held on Nov. 8, 2022.

Two senators, Sen. Ernie Lopez, R-Rehoboth Beach, 
and Sen. Bruce Ennis, D-Smyrna, have announced they 
will not seek re-election. Two representatives, Rep.  
David Bentz, D-Christiana, and Rep. John Kowalko, 
D-Newark, have also said they will retire at the end of 
their current terms.

The district previously represented by Gerald Brady, 
who resigned in February, no longer exists. During  
redistricting, a new district was created in the Long 
Neck and Oak Orchard area of Sussex County, to  
reflect population growth in that area.

Rep. Bud Freel, D-Wilmington, recently won a special 
election to represent Brady’s district until November. 

He has said he does not plan to challenge Rep. Krista 
Griffith, whose 12th Representative District will  
swallow much of the territory previously occupied by 
the 4th.

Jane Brady, chair of the Republican Party of Delaware, 
said she has several reasons to expect more candidates 
than usual to run for office this year.

“First, there is a greater awareness of the importance 
of local races, including school boards,” she said. “Sec-
ond, there is a general and fairly significant dissatisfac-
tion with the way things are—in the schools, in the 
economy and in foreign policy.”

The primary issues Brady expects Republican candi-
dates to focus their campaigns on are education, the 
economy, public safety and government transparency.

Multiple attempts to reach the Delaware Democratic 
Party were unsuccessful.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/six-months-from-election-most-candidates-have-yet-to-file/
https://furbabypetresort.com/
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Government Voter registration bill 
clears Senate committee

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A bill to require Delaware cities and towns to use the 
state’s voter registration system for local elections over-
came its first legislative hurdle Wednesday. 

Under Senate Bill 233, sponsored by Sen. Tizzy  
Lockman, D-Wilmington, voters who live within town 
limits could vote in their municipal elections without 
having to register separately with both the state and the 
city. The bill was heard by the Senate Elections and 
Government Affairs Committee and, if released, will 
head to the Senate floor for a vote. 

Proponents say the bill will increase voter turnout and 
eliminate a problem wherein voters arrive to vote in 
municipal elections only to be turned away because they 
did not know they had to register with the town. 

Opponents say the bill infringes on municipalities’ 
autonomy and that cities should be able to decide how 

to run their own elections. The bill has exceptions that 
provide for local control, including a provision that  
allows municipalities to maintain their own voter rolls 
for non-resident voters like business owners and  
seasonal-resident property owners.

In an interview with Delaware/Town Square LIVE 
News, Lockman said she doesn’t think the current voter 
registration system was intentionally designed to keep 
people from voting, but that it has had that effect.

“In some of our municipalities there is this divide  
between registration for elections on the state level and 
elections on a municipal level,” she said. “That has had 
the impact of disenfranchising voters who are not aware 
of what is a surprising and somewhat illogical system.”

Towns that already use the state’s voter registration 
system include Camden, Delaware City, Dover, Elsmere, 
Georgetown, Harrington, New Castle, Newark, Smyrna, 
Townsend, Wilmington, and Wyoming. The rest operate 
their own registries and would have to transfer to the 
state’s system if Senate Bill 233 passes.

Switching over, Lockman said, wouldn’t be burden-
some on the municipalities or even cost them any money, 
and the Department of Elections would be there every 
step of the way to ensure that the transition is a “posi-
tive integration.”

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/voter-registration-bill-clears-senate-committee/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=79156
http://www.ursuline.org/
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
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According to a press release from the Senate Demo-
cratic Caucus, there are 26 states that tax personal  
income completely exclude military pensions from their 
taxable income calculations. Nine others, including 
Delaware, offer partial tax exemptions. 

Under current state tax law, a $12,500 pension exclu-
sion is only available to residents over the age of 60, while 
younger retirees, including retired service members, 
are only eligible for a $2,000 pension exclusion. 

The Senate also passed legislation to double the state 
tax credit available to active members of volunteer fire, 
ambulance, and rescue service companies. 

Sponsored by Sen. Bruce Ennis, D-Smyrna, Senate 
Bill 189 would increase the credit against the income 
tax liability available to resident first responders from 
$500 to $1,000.

Senate passes tax relief for retired 
military, first responders

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The State Senate on Tuesday unanimously approved 
two bills to provide tax relief for retired service members 
and first responders living in Delaware. If made law, 
Senate Substitute 1 for Senate Bill 188 will exclude up 
to $12,500 worth of military pension income from state 
tax calculations for all retired service members, regard-
less of age, starting in 2023. 

“Our nation’s retired service members, each of whom 
bravely and dutifully served this country for 20 years or 
more, deserve more than just our words of gratitude 
and appreciation,” said Sen. Spiros Mantzavinos, the bill’s 
sponsor. “They deserve a state tax system that respects 
their sacrifice and gives them the breathing room they 
need to survive on the retirement benefits they earned 
through their service to this nation.”

By increasing the tax exclusion for retired service 
members, Mantzavinos, D-Elsmere, said the bill will 
also offer individuals who retire from the military in 
their 30s or 40s an incentive to begin a second career in 
Delaware. 

Government
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Short and House Minority Whip Tim Duke (R-Laurel) 
said the 2020 Census recorded 989,948 people living in 
the state. Current state population estimates slightly  
exceed one million.

Giving a $100-per-person rebate “amounts to less than 
one-eighth of the current surplus, providing state law-
makers with plenty of remaining flexibility to consider 
other proposals,” Duke said.

House Democratic leadership said in response that 
providing direct economic relief to residents is an effort 
they have been exploring and researching.

“We are hopeful that we will be able to announce a 
fully funded, economically responsible proposal in the 
near future,” said a comment released by Drew Volturo, 
the caucus’s deputy chief of staff for communications.

State House Republicans plan to circulate a bill to  
require Delaware to issue a one-time $100 million tax 
rebate that would give each resident $100. Under the 
plan, a family of four would get $400 from the state’s 
expected surplus revenue of nearly $1 billion.

The rebate would help residents deal with the rise in 
the cost of gasoline and other costs caused by inflation, 
the Republicans said. Only legal residents would be  
eligible, the Republican press release said.

“This proposal is consistent with what our members 
have been proposing since early last year,” said House 
Minority Leader Danny Short (R-Seaford). “Our state 
experienced huge revenue surpluses last year, without 
enacting any significant tax reduction measures. We have 
again been gifted with large surpluses in the current  
fiscal year. There is simply no excuse for not moving 
forward with targeted tax cuts and rebates, returning 
some of this excess cash to our citizens.”

House Republicans push 
$100 rebate; Dems may 
have own plan

BY BETSY PRICE
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Cancer isn’t waiting 
for COVID-19 to be over.
One in three Delawareans will get cancer. 
Unfortunately, many have put off their cancer 
screenings in the past year. Screenings detect 
cancer early, when it’s most treatable. If 
you’ve skipped or canceled a screening due 
to the pandemic — for breast, cervical, colon, 
lung, or prostate cancer — don’t wait one 
more day. Call your health care provider to 
schedule your cancer screenings today.

If you don’t have a provider, we can help.  
If you are uninsured or underinsured,  
you may be eligible for free screenings.  
To learn more about eligibility requirements 
and recommended cancer screenings, 
and other information, please visit 
HealthyDelaware.org/Cancer.

To schedule your cancer screening by phone:

Call your health care provider, dial 2-1-1, 
or speak directly with a nurse navigator at 
the health system nearest you, below.

ChristianaCare: 302-216-3557
Bayhealth: 302-216-8328
Beebe Healthcare: 302-291-4380
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to make changes to who would be eligible for growing, 
selling and testing licenses depending on their criminal 
history. Only one of the four amendments passed, 
prompting Smith to say Democrats would be to blame 
for the bill’s demise. 

“I came here today to vote for the legalization of  
marijuana,” Smith said. “I went to roll call on those 
amendments just to prove that you guys do not care 
about bipartisanship—and this state needs to change.”

“I hope people remember this moment because you 
killed the legalization of marijuana.”

Osienski said he was surprised that Smith decided to 
move forward with the amendments. Other legislators 
had approached him and asked if the changes Smith 
was proposing could be made. 

“I explained that they could be problematic in my 
caucus, but I’ve always been willing to work to come to 
some sort of compromise so I could get the legislation 
passed,” Osienski said. “Naturally, I said I would be 
supportive if it would get this bill over the finish line.”

At some point before the vote, word got to Osienski 
that Smith planned to go “not voting” on the bill. Osienski 
assumed that meant Smith would drop his amend-
ments, too. 

Cannabis legalization may 
return for a vote in 2022, 
sponsor says
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

It may not be the end of 
the line for recreational 
marijuana legalization in 
Delaware.

While Rep. Ed Osienski’s 
House Bill 305 was defeat-
ed in the House of Repre-

sentatives after a stunning series of events March 10, 
the Newark Democrat said he’s still hopeful that canna-
bis prohibition could come to an end in 2022. “I hope 
there’s still a path forward,” he said in an interview with 
Delaware LIVE News. “I’ve got to be optimistic.”

One way he said it could happen is with a bill that 
would only require a simple majority, or 21 votes, to pass. 

The March 10  bill needed 3/5 of the 41-member House 
because it sought to establish new fees on potential  
marijuana sales and licenses. That comes out to 25 votes 
—23 representatives voted yes, 14 voted no, and 4 did 
not vote. No Republican supported the bill.

Two Republicans—Rep. Mike Smith, R-Pike Creek, and 
Rep. Jeff Spiegelman, R-Clayton—had both signaled 
support for legalization. Smith had even told colleagues 
and advocates that he planned to vote for the bill.

Then, Smith introduced four amendments at the last 
minute. The amendments, among other things, sought 
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Reduce. Reuse. Repeat.
Kenny Family ShopRites of Delaware

care about the environment. Instead of using 
650K single-use plastic bags a week, our 

customers have helped us reduce our plastic 
waste to just 100,500 reusable bags a week! 

We look forward to continue lowering 
tthat number with our customersʼ support. 

Thank you for your commitment 
to reducing plastic waste in our community, 

making our world a cleaner, more 
beautiful place.

 

Follow us on social media
kennyfamilystores

@kennyfamstores

Join Our Team

At Kenny Family 
ShopRites of Delaware,
we’re a team.
We work hard, 
and we play hard.

And our employees 
enjoy a variety of benefits enjoy a variety of benefits 
and flexible schedules.

Apply today at
Shoprite.com/careers 
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• A hastily conducted roll call fell short by two votes.
• The bill’s sponsor, Rep. Ed Osieski, waited too long 

to switch his vote from yes to no. That would have  
allowed him to bring the bill back to the floor later in 
the legislative session. 

The bill needed a 3/5 majority, or 25 votes, to pass. It 
received 23 yes votes and 14 no votes with 4 not voting. 
A House rule would have allowed the bill to be reintro-
duced later in the legislative session by any representative 
who voted against the measure. For that reason, Osienski 
attempted to change his vote from yes to no after the 
roll call ended, but before Schwartzkopf banged his gavel. 

Osienski spoke up too late. Here’s the exchange:
Osienski: “Mr. Speaker—I was going to change my yes 

vote to a no.”

Marijuana legalization 
fails after stunning 
series of events, 
political maneuvering

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The bill to legalize recreational marijuana in Delaware 
came to a stunning end in the House of Representatives 
when it failed after a series of events:

• A two-hour-long recess was called by Speaker of the 
House Pete Schwartzkopf so the Democratic caucus 
could meet.

• Rep. Jeff Spiegelman, a Republican who previously 
signaled support for legalization, announced that he 
would not be voting because of a conflict of interest. He 
did not elaborate.

• Rep. Mike Smith, a Republican who had publicly 
stated that he would be voting for the bill, introduced 
four amendments, three of which failed. He did it, he 
said, to “prove that [Democrats] do not care about bi-
partisanship” and then withdrew his support.

Schwartzkopf: “Little late now. Can’t do it now.”
House Majority Leader Valerie Longhurst: “Can we  

rescind the roll call?”
Schwartzkopf: “Huh?”
Longhurst: “Can I rescind the roll call?”
Schwartzkopf: “You don’t need to.”
Longhurst: “Can’t rescind it?”
Schwartzkopf: “You can’t do it. They’ve already called 

it down.”

Multiple members asked aloud if the roll call could be 
rescinded. Others said it couldn’t because the vote had 
already concluded and Schwartzkopf’s gavel was down.

That means that for the bill to be reintroduced in 
2022, either a Republican or Schwartzkopf—who did 
not vote for the bill—would have to reintroduce it. That 
seems unlikely to happen. 

Schwarzkopf announced that the House would recess 
until 2 p.m. March 15.

In a press release after the session, Osienski said “For 
the past several years, the majority of Delawareans have 
been clear that they support legalizing recreational mar-
ijuana for adult users. We have heard from numerous 
members of the public—advocates, veterans, retired law 
enforcement officers, educators and even faith leaders—
who have overwhelmingly voiced support for legalizing 
adult recreational marijuana.”
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“We don’t want less committed people in charge of or 
in the governance structure of the education of our  
students,” he said. “We want more committed people in 
that process.”

Prior to HB 92, school board members had the longest 
term of any state officials, even longer than state Senate 
or House members. “Every election is an opportunity to 
hold people accountable,” said Mumford, “and the more 
often we can hold people accountable, the better.”

Marinucci said it is important that a school board 
mirrors the community it serves. “If the community is 
mostly urban, we support the school board being mostly 
urban in nature,” he said. “And if the community is 
mostly rural, we support a rural school board.”

Those who run do not need to fit any educational  
criteria, but must live in the district and show a passion for 
education and a willingness to assist in the community, 
Marinucci said.

“We’ve got all walks of society making up Delaware’s 
school boards,” he said. “We have retired folks, educa-
tors, we’ve got doctors, we’ve got lawyers, nurses, we 
have ditch diggers, we’ve got entrepreneurs and pastors. 
You name it, we’ve got it—it runs the gamut of society 
and that’s the way it should be.”

Mumford predicted that the Red Clay School Board 
seat with four candidates is going to be “a really hot 
race.” Also running for that seat are Jim Casper, Jordan 
C. Edgerton and Vic Leonard, who Mumford says is 
very involved in the local community and has a large 
following.

“To be totally candid, it might get ugly,” Mumford 
said. 

pandemic, which caused public bodies to livestream 
meetings, exposing more people to how they are run. In 
addition, hot-button national issues, such as children 
wearing masks in schools and the teaching of critical 
race theory, have spread. That’s led to more awareness 
and involvement. 

Not everybody was a fan of the change in term limits. 
Britney Mumford, executive director of DelawareCAN, 
a non-profit focusing on education reform, said groups 
like hers were supportive of the term limit change. 

“I think it will encourage more folks to run,” she said. 
“Four years is less of a commitment, and is generally the 
amount of years someone’s kid is in high school, so it 
can coincide with folks’ interests.”

John Marinucci, executive director of the Delaware 
School Boards Association, expressed the organization’s 
“vehement opposition” to the revised term limit.

42 to compete for 19 school board 
seats in may election

BY JAREK RUTZ

When Delaware residents go to the polls in May, 
they’ll find 19 school board seats up for grabs and 42 
candidates who want them. The deadline to file to run 
in the 16 districts having elections was March 4.

Of the 19 open seats, only three races are going  
uncontested, one each in Christina, Brandywine and 
Cape Henlopen school districts. New Castle County 
VoTech, Polytech and Sussex Tech also have open seats, 
but Gov. John Carney will appoint people to fill them.

This year’s election will feature more contests than 
usual: 84% of the seats will be challenged, up 21% from 
last year. The seat with the most interest is in Red Clay, 
where four candidates are battling for District C’s chair, 
including incumbent Ashley Sabo.

The 2022 election will be the first in which the winners 
will have four-year terms, rather than five-year ones. 
And it’s also coming on the heels of the COVID-19  
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National tour to celebrate 
Delaware’s shift in math education

BY JAREK RUTZ

Caesar Rodney, Brandywine and Appoquinimink 
school districts will welcome a national tour this month 
that celebrates the high level of mathematics learning in 
Delaware. The Knowledge Matters Campaign chose 
Delaware as the first stop, and it’s the first time the First 
State has been the subject of a math-focused tour. It  
previously has been included in English language arts 
and literacy.

The tour will highlight shifts in classrooms that in-
clude new materials and allow more student-led classes, 
presentations and discussions. Barbara Davidson, the 
executive director for the Knowledge Matters Campaign, 
said Delaware has implemented high-quality improve-
ments to their curricula and instruction in an effort to 
restore wonder and excitement in the classroom.

The campaign’s mantra is “find the good and praise it.” 
Michelle Hawley, supervisor of mathematics at Bran-

dywine School District, said that the most prominent 
improvement to Delaware math has come at the middle 

Education

school level, where they have been teaching “Kendall 
Hunt’s Illustrative Mathematics 6-8 Math,” published 
in 2019. The math book received a perfect score on 
EdReports, an organization that grades materials that 
schools use in their curriculum. 

In addition, Hawley said the unique quality of Dela-
ware’s mathematics education comes from enlightening 
and elevating students in the classroom.

“The curriculum requires students to be an active 
participant in their learning,” Hawley said. “Students have 
really taken ownership of the classroom, and teachers 
have become facilitators that connect the dots.” The 
curriculum was provided by Illustrative Mathematics. 

This Delaware ownership comes in the form of stu-
dents making connections to each other, connections 
between different mathematical areas, and being more 
outspoken in the classroom.

“Students are realizing that math makes sense,” said 
Hawley. “They are seeing how fractions and ratios func-

tion similarly, for example, and their ability to be at the 
forefront of a lesson’s discussion allows them to foster 
these math connections much quicker.” 

Hawley said that Delaware is unique in that it does 
not just provide new materials, but it also assists heavily 
in making sure the instructors know how to effectively 
work with such materials. Mathematics teachers are  
required to go through hundreds of hours of training to 
understand the curriculum, review instructional  
strategies and figure out how students will comprehend 
their lessons. 

Part of this professional development requires teachers 
to present their curriculum in a way that is culturally 
responsive and inclusive to special needs students and 
students who speak languages other than English. 

Hawley said that the state’s math curricula “helps the 
students gain efficacy.” 

“Teachers have bought into the belief that students are 
capable of leading class discussions,” she said, “and the 
teacher’s job is to clean up any loose ends and help make 
those final, long lasting mental connections.”

Students and faculty often fill out surveys to see where 
their mathematics department can improve to help them 
succeed, and students are expected and encouraged to 
voice their opinions and ideas in the classroom. 

It’s difficult to assess by statistics how much impact 
the new focus has had on test scores. Because there were 
no statewide tests administered in 2020 and because the 
2021 testing had much lower participation rates, the 
state Department of Education has warned people that 
comparing scores from the last three years can’t be done 
in an apples-to-apples method.
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Bill on charter admission 
draws lively opinions

BY JAREK RUTZ

Two Black Wilmington leaders stand on opposite 
sides of the debate over whether Delaware Charter 
Schools should be able to give admission preference to 
students who live nearby.

Logan Herring, CEO of The WRK Group, an organi-
zation that focuses on community potential and  
eliminating the barriers of structural racism in  
Riverside, supports the 5-mile radius preference.

Herring said he does not want children bussed into the 
community just to take advantage of the community’s 
charter school, then leave once they reap the benefits, 
while the people paying taxes for the school will not all 
have that opportunity. 

The Riverside neighborhood of Wilmington includes 
the well-respected EastSide Charter School.

“We want schools in Riverside to attract their own 
neighborhood,” Herring said during the March 9  
hearing. “We don’t want to see people coming in from 
the outside and taking advantage of all the good that’s 
going on in the neighborhood or displacing students 
that the school is designed for.” 

Herring said after the meeting that one reason he 
wants Riverside children to benefit from the charter 
schools is that they are the ones who historically have 
been left out of socioeconomic opportunities, including 
access to quality education.

Rep. Nnamdi Chukwuocha, D-Wilmington, said 
during the hearing that charters who include living 
nearby as one of their admissions tests are operating 
with racist implications.
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DPH will text you if you test 
positive for COVID-19

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The Delaware Division of Public Health now plans to 
text you if you have COVID-19.

The DPH Contact Tracing Team has launched a pre-
call text messaging initiative to individuals who test 
positive for COVID-19. It involves sending a text  
message to COVID-positive individuals and providing 
initial isolation guidance and recommendations 
through a secure web platform before they receive a call 
from the Contact Tracing Team. 

It serves as an early notification system, getting  
people to isolate themselves more quickly instead of 

having to wait for a call from a member of the Contact 
Tracing Team for instructions. A pilot program that 
tested the service on a small number of individuals 
launched on March 1, 2022.

DPH uses a unique identification number that will 
appear as the sender of the text on the receiver’s mobile 
device or cellular phone. Texts coming from the  
number 37821 are legitimate SMS messages from DPH.

The initial message lets the individual know that DPH 
has critical information for them and asks them to reply 
with their date of birth. If the information matches 

DPH’s records, the person will receive a return message 
that they can now access messages from the Contact 
Tracing Team. If the date of birth does not match DPH’s 
records, the person will be asked to call the Contact 
Tracing Team with a reference number provided in the 
return text. 

The initial message also provides a link to the Contact 
Tracing page on the coronavirus website to help indi-
viduals verify that the initiative is legitimate. DPH will 
not ask you for additional personal information through 
text message.

Once the person’s identity is confirmed, they will be 
able to access isolation guidance on an internal DPH 
webpage via a separate link.

“We wanted to improve speed and efficiency with 
contacting positive cases,” said director of the DPH 
Contact Tracing Team Tracey Johnson. “Our team has 
worked on the project for months to develop a delivery 
service that is both easy to use and secure. Mail or email 
may be too slow in alerting a person of their status con-
cerning the virus. With the national increase in spam 
calls and a tendency for people to ignore unfamiliar 
phone numbers, we felt it was important to develop a 
safe, least intrusive way to get in touch with them. Early 
notification and guidance for COVID-positive persons 
can lead to earlier isolation, and a reduced chance of 
spreading the virus.”
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we go into, the guys are fully confident we will find a 
way to win, and that confidence goes a long way. 

“We have a group of guys who are really talented and 
have bought into the team aspect of what we are doing. 
There are guys who have experience winning and are 
bringing that to the team and buying into the team cul-
ture that the coaches are teaching.”

Madden said the team has been clicking in all three 
phases of the game—hitting, pitching and defense. The 
stats back that up. 

First baseman Matt Rodriguez (Delmar High School) 
is batting .554 with 31 hits, 23 RBI and five home runs. 
His batting average places him 12th in the nation. Center 

BY NICK HALLIDAY

To say Delaware Technical Community College’s 
baseball team is off to a hot start would be an under-
statement. Delaware Tech is 19-0 and ranked eighth in 
the nation in the latest National Junior College Athletic 
Association (NJCAA) Division II poll. The team has an 
overall batting average of .355, has scored 163 total runs, 
and has hammered 27 home runs. Recently, the team has 
pulled off impressive wins over Harford Community 
College, a perennial powerhouse in Maryland, and 
Bucks County Community College, which plays in the 
United States Collegiate Athletic Association.

“We had a really good fall and built a lot of confidence 
as a group,” Head Coach Stu Madden said. “Every game 

Delaware Tech’s undefeated baseball team 
ranked 8th in nation

Sports

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

fielder Mike Paigliei (Brandywine High School) is bat-
ting .458 with 22 hits, 28 RBI and four home runs. His 
RBI numbers have him tied for seventh in the nation. 

Second baseman Chase Boyle (Sussex Central High 
School) has an on base percentage of .481 with 20 hits 
and 12 RBI; outfielder Jonathan Golebiowski (Delaware 
Military Academy) has an on base percentage of .486 
with 20 hits, 14 RBI and four home runs; designated 
hitter Chris Friend (Caesar Rodney High School) has a 
.462 on base percentage with 11 hits, 14 RBI and four 
home runs; and catcher Ethan Watkinson (Sussex  
Central High School) has an on base percentage of .4397 
with 18 hits and 13 RBI.

“It’s not just one, two, or even three guys who can do 
it,” Madden said. “Every single guy has the ability to get 
the big hit. Everyone on the team believes the next guy 
will be able to get it done, they believe someone is going 
to do something to get the win.

“Every guy in the lineup has gotten a big key hit for us 
to win the game, and that’s nice as a coach to watch and 
have the confidence in every guy in the lineup to be able 
to win the game.”
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BY JOE SINGLES

The No. 3 seed Tower Hill took on the No. 1 seed Salesianum in the DIAA boys’ 
basketball state championship game at University of Delaware Saturday night in a 
matchup of first-time finals participant—the Hillers—and multiple championship  
winner Salesianum High School. Tower Hill earned its way here Thursday night with 
a combination of well executed offensive and a well coached man-to-man defense 
which carried it passed Seaford without much resistance. Sallies also had similar  
success in their semifinal matchup against Howard High to avenge a loss to the  
Wildcats in the regular season.

Despite the uncharted waters that Tower Hill found itself in, nerves were not a  
factor as the Hillers came out on fire shooting a scolding six for seven from the three-
point line in the first quarter. Sallies called timeout midway through the quarter to 
attempt to cool the Hillers down, but it only temporarily stopped the hot shooting.  
Sallies had no answer for the time being as they trailed 18-4 at the end of the quarter.

The unbelievable shooting carried right over to the beginning of the second quarter 
as Davis Bland made two deep threes in the first minute of the second to extend the 

Tower Hill wins first basketball 
State Championship with 
performance for the ages

lead to 24-4 with 5:25 to go in the half. Sallies continued to play hard, but found it 
difficult to generate anything offensively as the lead ballooned to 30-7 with 2:30 to go 
in the half. Sallies would go on a mini run in the last minute of the half, but Tower 
Hill would answer usually on the very next possession leaving the Sallies with a  
tremendous amount of ground to make up in the second half. The Hillers shot 53% 
from the field and 52% from the three-point line, while Sallies shot just 12.5% from 
threes and 25% from the field.

Sallies came out with a renew sense of purpose in the third, grabbing their first 
offensive rebound of the game and trapping Tower Hill on every opportunity which 
seemed to slow the Hiller offense at least temporarily. Bland continued to be the  
story of the game so far as the senior swingman for Tower Hill made his first two 
three-point attempts of the half to give the Hillers a 41-16 lead with 4:29 to go in the 
quarter. Although the Sallies pressure gave the Hillers a challenge, they were up to 
the task as they methodically found gaps in the press which led to easy layups on a  
number of possessions. The quarter ended as it began with Bland releasing another 
deep three-point shot that went down giving him six made three-pointes on nine 
attempts.

Tower Hill would knock down yet another three-point shot on the opening position 
of the fourth quarter to extend its lead to 30 points making the game clock just as 
much of an opponent for Sallies as the Hillers. Sallies looked to foul early in the quarter, 
but the Hillers played smart and make cross court passes and avoided a large number 
of fouls attempts. As the quarter hit the four-minute mark, the outcome seems to be 
a foregone conclusion as the Sals were unable to convert on the offensive end and 
Tower Hill made free throw after free throw to eventually give the Hillers a 35-point 
lead with 2:30 to go in the game. 
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BY JASON WINCHELL

The sixth time was definitely the charm.
Caravel, a perennial power in Delaware in girls  

basketball, had gone 0-5 in the DIAA championship 
game since 2013. But one of the players who was on the 
last team to make it to the title game made sure 2022 
would be different. Senior India Johnston, playing her 
last high school game, scored 27 points to help the  
Buccaneers at last take home the trophy after a 53-47 
overtime thriller over Sanford at the Bob Carpenter 
Center on March 11.

“I was at a loss for words. The first thing I did was just 
cry with excitement,” Johnston said. “It’s just really  
unreal right now.”

The top-seeded Buccaneers fell behind early in over-
time, but Johnston—with a huge assist to sophomore 
guard Jasiyah Crawford—got them back in front and 
guided them to victory.

Johnston shines as Caravel 
Girls win State Championship

Sanford, the No. 2 seed, was in comeback mode most 
of the night, but the Warriors got off to a good start in 
the extra period as Zoe Kashner hit a short jumper 48 
seconds in. Kashner had a solid night after being pressed 
into a starting role because of an injury to Amiya Carroll.

Crawford, a sophomore guard, was a big scoring 
presence early in the game, but she had been held off 
the scoreboard after the first quarter until coming up 
big after Kashner’s basket. She set up outside the NBA 
three-point line at the Carpenter Center, took a pass 
from Giniah Gale and put up a high-arcing shot that 
seemed to hang in the air forever. It came down with a 
swish, thrilling the large Caravel student section behind 
the basket and giving the Bucs the lead for good.

“I had no doubt that I could shoot. I trust myself. I 
trust my team. The coach trusts me to take that shot. I 
knew it was going to go in,” Crawford said.”

The Buccaneers got the ball back after a Warriors 
turnover, and Johnston hit a pull-up jumper with 1:57 
to go to extend their lead to three. She was fouled the 
next time Caravel had possession, and she made two 
free throws. Johnston then hustled back for a defensive 
rebound, got fouled again and made two free throws 
again as the lead reached seven with 50 seconds to go.

But the job was not done, and Bucs coach Kristin 
Caldwell looked on nervously from the sideline. Pierce 
hit a pair of free throws, but time was running short. 
After one last free throw from Johnston, the clock finally 
hit zeroes, and Caldwell, who has been associated with 
Caravel as a student, athlete, teacher and coach for  
decades, could finally relax.

Sports
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As a locally-owned company, Delaware LIVE News takes pride in working 
alongside regional businesses to develop digital marketing campaigns, 
through our daily news platforms.

From large corporations like Christiana Care, Delaware Tech Community 
College, and Delaware Department of Health to small shops like Fur Baby 
Pet Resort, Dolce Coffee Shop, and Benvenuto Tuscan Restaurant, we 
customize each plan to optimize the needs of each of our marketing partners.

I would love the opportunity to meet with you for 10-15 minutes to see how 
we can help. You can click the link to set up a meeting with me in our virtual 
office:  https://meetings.hubspot.com/shupe1

CEO, Bryan Shupe  /  302-542-9231  /  shupe@delawarelive.com
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