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R. Leatha Allen, mother of Dr. Tony Allen, president of Delaware State University, 
died early Tuesday morning from non-COVID pneumonia. Dr. Allen wrote this appre-
ciation of his mother’s life. 

If you ever reached my mother’s old-school voice message, you would hear R. Leatha 
Allen say, “Words are a creative force. Use them wisely. We are not available at this 
time, but if you leave your name, number, and brief message, we will return the call 
as soon as possible.” 

Leatha was a teenage mother banished from her public school in Jacksonville,  
Florida, forced to relocate to have her son in a school designated specifically for “girls 
like her” in Newark, New Jersey. She described the experience as “embarrassing” and 
“painful,” until she reconciled herself to one clear and compelling objective: raise her 
little boy—her only child—to be and do all the things she never thought she could be or do. 

She had a job to do, and so she did it. She was not much for fanfare or fancy things, 
always working a steady job, to which she would add another job when the situation 
required. She understood the importance of place and at 20 years old, purchased her 
first home for herself and her son.

She later fell in love with the man who gave them his last name but soon found that 
this relationship was not all she’d thought it would be. Ultimately, though, it was that 
relationship that moved the small family to Delaware to start life anew.   

It was 1973; Leatha was then just 22 and I was three years old. My mother took me 
everywhere she went. I was attached to her hip, our souls aligned. As young mothers 
and their sons often do, we grew up together. 

When my mother gave her life to Christ in 1978, something inside her changed. She 
grew more confident and self-assured; she expected more from herself and kept mov-
ing—constantly moving. We spent our Sundays in the church from sun up to sun-
down. She was a Sunday School teacher, an usher, and ultimately, a trustee.

Tony Allen to honor mother’s life 
with scholarship for single moms

BY DR. TONY ALLEN
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A baker’s dozen of things to look 
forward to in 2022

BY BETSY PRICE

From golf pros descending on Wilmington Country 
Club, to new shows and amenities at area theaters and 
cultural institutions, to the latest restaurant moves,  
Delaware has a lot to look forward to in 2022.

With the end of the year fogged by a surge of COVID-19 
testing and new cases, some of what happens may 
change depending on the spread of the coronavirus.

But as of now, here’s a baker’s dozen of things that are 
planned for the new year.

The Jackie O Exhibit
The former first lady will star in the big exhibit for 

2022 at Winterthur Museum, Gardens and Estate.  
“Jacqueline Kennedy and Henry Francis du Pont: From 
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Winterthur to the White House” will run May 7 to Jan. 
8, 2023. It will follow the former First Lady and Winter-
thur’s founder in renovating and restoring the White 
House when John Fitzgerald Kennedy became president. 
Among other exhibits will be the dress that Jackie wore 
when she gave the television tour of the White House 
after the work was done. For more, go here.

Bardea’s New Steakhouse
Bardea Food & Drink plans to open Bardea Steak 

next door to its Market Street restaurant in early 2022. 
Co-owner Scott Stein had a merry time during the  
holidays showing diners what the inside space looked 
like—without walls and furnishes—in photos on his 
cell phone. The steakhouse will be its third dining spot. 
It also owns Pizzeria Bardea in the DECO Food Hall.

Pro Golfers in Wilmington
The pro golf BMW Championship is coming to  

Wilmington Country Club’s South course Aug. 16-21. 
The penultimate event of the PGA TOUR’s FedExCup 
Playoffs, the championship is selling tickets now,  
ranging from $85 for a one-day visit to $575 for a weekly 
ticket to the trophy club. Ticket prices will rise July 1, its 
website says.

Longwood’s Orchid House Reopens
As Longwood Gardens’ conservatory undergoes a $250 

million renovation and reimagining expected to be  

finished in 2024, its revamped century-old Orchid 
House will open in winter 2022. Longwood said in a 
blog that it’s not only preserving this iconic space, but 
also expanding its display capabilities by returning to 
its original configuration. When open, up to 50 percent 
more orchids from the collection will be on display 
throughout the year under a new glass roof and in new 
custom trellises that allow more display points.

Shuffle Libre Restaurant
When developers Buccini/Pollin Group finally opened 

Wilma’s, its duckpin bowling and cajun eatery combo, 
in November, the firm announced their next venture. 
Shuffle Libre will be a combination shuffleboard court 
and Cuban dining spot. It’s expected to open at BPG’s 
Residences at Mid-town Park.

Hagley’s ‘Nations of Inventors’
The September opening of Hagley Museum and  

Library’s new permanent “Nation of Inventors” exhibit 
was scotched by flooding when the remnants of  
Hurricane Ida came through. It’s now planned for 
spring 2022, although a firm date has not yet been set. 
The $2 million exhibit replaces one about the history of 
the DuPont Corp. that was installed in 1957 in the  
visitors center. This two-floor exhibit celebrates the  
inventors and their products that made America great 
in small and large ways.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/a-bakers-dozen-of-things-to-look-forward-to-in-2022/
https://www.winterthur.org/jacqueline-kennedy-and-henry-francis-du-pont-from-winterthur-to-the-white-house-2/
https://delawarelive.com/scott-stein-antimo-demeo-to-open-bardea-steak-in-22/
https://bmwchampionship.com/2022-tickets/
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https://longwoodgardens.org/blog/2021-12-22/longwood-reimagined-beauty-making
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Concerns about the spread of coronavirus have caused 
two huge fundraising book sales planned for early 2022 
to be cancelled.

“We hope to reschedule the sale for later in the year 
and to hold several smaller sales in the coming months,” 
the Friends of the Hockessin Library Board posted.

“There will be no 2022 [Unionville High School] Book 
Sale,” a post from the Pennsylvania school’s parent 
teacher organization read. “Please stay safe and warm 
and happy reading!”

Both sales are community traditions, going back  
decades, selling tens of thousands books and related 
items and generating tens of thousands of dollars for 
the library and the school.

The Hockessin sale is a fixture at the end of January—
the 2022 sale would have been Jan. 27-30 at Hockessin 
Memorial Hall—while the Unionville sale was a few 
weeks later at the school.

“The Friends of the Hockessin Library Board have  
decided to cancel the January 2022 Used Book Sale due 
to the resurgence of COVID cases and the increased 
transmissibility of the latest strain,” the Friends wrote.

“Our sale requires help from many dedicated, loyal 
volunteers whom we do not wish to put at risk by asking 
them to work at the sale. We also do not wish to put our 
patrons at risk. Though masks would be required, and 

Hockessin, Unionville used book 
sales cancelLed
BY KEN MAMMARELLA

attendance limited, there are aspects of the sale that 
would make social distancing impossible to manage.”

Those aspects include lines waiting to get in and 
crowds of book lovers trying to grab books that they 
wanted to read and book dealers seeking merchandise 
to sell.

The Unionville sale is the primary fundraiser for the 
PTO, with the funds used for enrichment projects at the 
high school. It typically has more than 80,000 books.
The Hockessin sale this year touted 60,000 books.
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Citing a sharp increase in COVID-19 cases and concerns 
surrounding the omicron variant, the Delaware  
Symphony Orchestra has postponed its Jan. 21 concert 
featuring pianist Lara Downes until an undetermined 
date in June. 

“With the enormous rise in infection rates in the region, 
even among the fully vaccinated, we have made the  
unfortunate decision to postpone our January concert,” 
said J.C. Barker, executive director of the Delaware 
Symphony Orchestra. “This was a difficult choice, but 
one that we feel is necessary to ensure the health and 
safety of our musicians and patrons.”

The concert, which will feature the music of American 
composer George Gershwin and Russian composer  
Sergei Rachmaninoff, will now serve as the orchestra’s 
season finale. 

The Delaware Symphony’s 2022 Classics Series will 
now debut with their concert “Dance!” scheduled for 

Delaware Symphony Orchestra’s 
January concert postponed

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Feb. 11, with featured soloist David Krauss, principal 
trumpet of The Metropolitan Opera.

“The Delaware Symphony remains committed to 
bringing the joy of live performances back to our audi-
ences,” said David J. Kubacki, the orchestra’s board 
president. “But we feel it the responsible choice to wait a 
bit longer to gather again. We hope everyone stays safe 
and look forward to seeing you soon.”

While an exact date for the rescheduled concert will 
not be announced until sometime in the early new year, 
it is expected to take place at some point in June, the 
group said. 

If you hold tickets for this concert, no immediate action 
is needed. All ticket holders will be contacted directly 
with more information. For more information about 
the Delaware Symphony Orchestra, visit https://www.
delawaresymphony.org/.
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“A Longwood Christmas” officially closes Sunday, but 
fans of the Kennett Square gardens won’t have to wait 
long for the next exhibit. “Winter Wonder” will run Jan. 
22-March 27, with public performances back on the 
grounds, but mostly live-streamed classes.

The conservatory—now undergoing a $250 million 
redo—will turn into a lush sanctuary bursting with color 
featuring vibrant baskets of primroses (Streptocarpus 
‘Concord Blue’), African violets (Saintpaulia), and  
towering chains-of-glory (Clerodendrum schmidtii). 
An array of orchids in bloom also will be on display.

Outdoors, the landscape will be designed to show how 
plants can be used for both aesthetic and habitat benefit, 

As ‘Longwood Christmas’ closes, 
‘Winter Wonder’ opens

BY BETSY PRICE

with a serene landscape on the Hillside Garden and hues 
of copper and umber in the 86-acre Meadow Garden.

In early March, Longwood’s famed blue poppy  
(Meconopsis ‘Lingholm’) returns to the conservatory. 
Native to the high elevations of the Himalayan Moun-
tains, they have to be forced to flower in March.

The Gardens are open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, 
except Tuesdays. Timed admission tickets are $25 for 
adults; $22 for seniors (age 62+); $13 for students  
(ages 5–18 or with valid student ID) and be bought at 
www.longwoodgardens.org.
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Kenny Family 
ShopRites of Delaware
are proud to celebrate the 

25th anniversary of sharing
our passion for food

with you and your family.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/as-longwood-christmas-closes-winter-wonder-opens/
http://kennyfamilystores.com/
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Most of Delaware will get two to four inches of snow 
Thursday night through Friday morning, according to 
the National Weather Service. “A period of moderate to 
locally heavy snow is anticipated to spread across much 
of the region,” the National Weather Service said.

Estimates on Wednesday afternoon ranged from two 
to three inches in the curve of New Castle County, to 
three to four inches for the rest of the state, with the 
southern most coastal areas like Bethany Beach expected 
to get about one inch.

“Confidence is fairly high that widespread snowfall 
accumulations of at least 2-4 inches will occur across 
much of our area,” the weather service said. A band of more 
significant amounts of four to six inches is probable 
somewhere across the area, the service said.

Snow makes a 
quick return, 
forecast to hit 
Thursday night
BY BETSY PRICE
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The Delaware Division of the Arts has given 36 arts 
organizations and 13 artists grants from its $753,000 in 
American Rescue Plan Art money designed to secure jobs 
and support artists and nonprofit arts organizations.

The grants ranged from $900 for an individual grant 
to $45,000 for organization grants.

Three groups got a $45,000 grant each: Delaware  
Theatre Company, the Grand Opera House and the 
Joshua M. Freeman Foundation.

Artists’ work is crucial to the creative life of commu-
nities and well-being of individuals, and it adds distinct 
value to the state’s economy, said Jessica Ball, director of 
the Division of the Arts, in a press release.

“These relief funds are critical to arts organizations 
and their ongoing service to the community,” she said. 
“Public funds represent only a small portion of the revenue 

36 arts groups, 13 artists get 
chunk of Rescue Plan cash

BY BETSY PRICE

that arts organizations generate. In addition, individual 
practicing artists have seen their opportunities post-
poned or canceled due to the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The ARP Organization grants ranges from $5,000 to 
$45,000 and were only available to groups that had been 
getting general operating support from the state in the 
past three years. The grants could cover expenses to 
support salaried employees, fees for artists and/or  
contractual personnel, facility costs such as rent and 
utilities and marketing expenses incurred between Dec. 
1, 2021 and June 30, 2022.
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With Delaware’s minimum wage increasing from 
$9.25 per hour to $10.50 per hour beginning Jan. 1, some 
are still sounding the alarm bell for the impacts such a 
move will have on small businesses—and consumers, 
too. The adjustment is the first of four gradual increases 
slated to occur by 2025. The wage willgo to $11.75 per 
hour in 2023, $13.25 per hour in 2024 and $15.00 per 
hour in 2025. Gov. John Carney signed the gradual wage 
hike into law in July. 

Senate Bill 15, sponsored by Sen. Jack Walsh, D-White 
Clay, and Rep. Gerald Brady, D-Greenville, passed along 
party lines in both the House and the Senate. The bill 
saw support from some businesses and union leaders but 
was met with opposition from small-business owners 
and local chambers of commerce.

Before signing the bill, Carney said that increasing 
the minimum wage would “lift up those lower-wage 
workers so that they can provide the same opportunities 
for their children that the rest of us can.”

DEL. MINIMUM WAGE INCREASED JAN. 1 
AND NOT EVERYONE IS HAPPY ABOUT IT

BY CHARLES MEGGINSON

Not everybody was as enthusiastic about the bill’s 
signing. Some argued that the increase was too drastic 
and came at the wrong time.

“I don’t think anyone disagrees that a person should 
be paid an honest wage for an honest day’s work, but 
when you are a business owner you have to put every-
thing in perspective,” said Judy Diogo, president of the 
Central Delaware Chamber of Commerce. 

“If you have a 30-year-old who is applying for a position 
or you have a 16-year-old who is applying for a position, 
and you need to pay that person $12 or $13 an hour—
who do you think you’re going to hire,” Diogo asked at 
the time of the bill’s signing. “Probably the person who 
has more experience and a better skill set.”

But Walsh said Senate Bill 15 was the most important 
legislation of his career, arguing that it boils down to 
one core principle: that “someone who puts in a hard 
day’s work deserves to earn enough to keep a roof over 
their head and food on their table.” Walsh said that his 

Business
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decision to sponsor SB 15 was easy, citing the principles 
he says the United States was founded on: “equality, 
fairness, and taking care of each other.” 

Regarding the criticism that minimum wage increases 
could hurt small businesses and cost Delawareans their 
jobs, Walsh said that’s “simply not true—not true at all.”

“If you look at almost every instance in which we’ve 
raised the minimum wage, you see the unemployment 
rate in Delaware fall or remain flat—you see the labor 
force participation rate increase or remain flat—and 
you see Delaware’s GDP grow or remain flat,” Walsh 
said. “The reason is simple. Putting more money in  
people’s pockets means more bills getting paid, and 
more money going into cash registers, which results in 
a better economy for all of us.”

Walsh said that he drafted SB 15 in close consultation 
with local business leaders and trade groups. “The bill 
is not a question of pro-business or anti-business,” 
Walsh said during the signing. “It’s a simple question of 
whether you believe in lifting people out of poverty or 
not.”

Diogo disagreed with the notion that small businesses 
wouldn’t be hurt by the increase. She said at the time 
that increasing the minimum wage to $15 per hour will 
negatively impact small businesses that currently pay 
their more experienced workers that rate.

“Minimum wage is an escalator,” Diogo said. “So if 
you have somebody making $15 per hour now and 
you’re bringing in new people and paying them $10 or 
$11 per hour—that person making $15 who’s been with 
you for five years is going to expect an increase.”

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/minimum-wage-increase-jan-1/
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Defense rests without calling a 
witness in Darius Brown trial

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The defense in the Darius Brown trial rested without 
calling a witness or bringing the state senator to the 
stand Wednesday. The trial will continue Thursday in a 
Wilmington courtroom, with the prosecution and  
defense making their closing statements. 

Brown is charged with offensive touching and disor-
derly conduct, both misdemeanors. He is charged in 
connection with a May incident in which the victim 
says he hit her and threw a martini glass at her, which 
shattered. 

Dr. Cherita Carroll testified at the Leonard L.  
Williams Justice Center in Wilmington that she and 
Brown have known each other for about 10 years and 
have been “off again on again” dating throughout that 
time.

Government
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Nobody in the restaurant saw Brown hit Carroll or 
throw the glass at her, and the incident could not be 
clearly seen on the restaurant’s surveillance camera.

The prosecution called five witnesses: Carroll, a by-
stander, a bartender, a waiter and a State Police Trooper.

Chief Judge Carl C. Danberg will reconvene the Court 
of Common Pleas trial at  9 a.m. Thursday.

Carroll testified that Brown grew angry after seeing a 
Facebook photo on her phone of her and another man.

A customer sitting at the bar had his back turned away 
from Brown and Carroll and only turned around after 
hearing the martini glass shatter. By that time, Brown 
was swiftly exiting the restaurant. 

A bartender also had his back turned to the table 
where the two were seated as he poured a beer from the 

taps that line the side wall of the restaurant. He, too, 
turned around only after hearing the martini glass shatter.

In the video, Brown—just barely in frame—can be 
seen getting up from the booth where he is seated. He 
then leans over slightly, at which point the customer 
and bartender turn their heads just as Brown turns and 
walks out of the restaurant. The altercation happens in 
a matter of seconds.

As Brown walked out of the restaurant, surveillance 
video shows that he nearly ran into the manager, who 
also testified Wednesday. 

After Brown left, the witnesses described seeing  
Carroll sitting in the booth, drenched in liquid and 
looking visibly upset. After a short time, the male  
customer walked over to Carroll and said, “I just want 
to apologize on behalf of all men. All men don’t act like 
that.”

Brown’s defense attorney, Bill Rhodunda of Rhodunda, 
Williams & Kondraschow, said it would have been  
physically impossible for Brown to have struck Carroll. 

He referenced earlier statements from Carroll and 
others which said she had moved to the far end of the 
6-foot-long booth. 

Rhodunda, using a tape measure, determined the 
length of the defense table in the courtroom to be roughly 
six feet also. He had Brown stand up next to him with 
his hand raised to demonstrate that Brown and Rhodunda 
are approximately the same height. Then, standing at 
the end of the table, he bent over and reached as far as 
he could across the table. His arm made it about halfway. 

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://delawarelive.com/defense-rests-without-calling-a-witness-in-darius-brown-trial/
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The woman that state Sen. Darius Brown is accused 
of assaulting testified Wednesday that he hit her and 
threw a glass of water at her after seeing a photo of her 
and another man on Facebook.

Dr. Cherita Carroll testified at the Leonard L. Williams 
Justice Center in Wilmington that she and Brown have 
known each other for about 10 years and have been “off 
again on again” dating throughout that time.

After arguing about the photo, she said, Brown told 
her he was leaving the restaurant they were in. She said 
she was staying. Carroll testified Brown walked over to 
her, said something like “You think this is a game?” and 
then hit the side of her head and threw a drink at her. 
He left.

Brown is facing charges of offensive touching and  
disorderly conduct. Chief Judge Carl C. Danberg is  

Victim in Darius 
Brown case 
testifies about 
what happened

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Government

presiding over the trial in the Court of Common Pleas. 
The charges stem from a May 2021 altercation with Carroll 
at Taverna Rustic Italian Restaurant in Wilmington. 

In the prosecution’s opening statement, Deputy  
Attorney General Joe Grubb said the jury would hear 
evidence establishing that Brown punched Carroll in 
the head, picked up a drink and “launched it at her.” 

Grubb said Brown became jealous when he saw the 
photo on Carroll’s phone.

The prosecutor told the jury that they would hear the 
testimony of a bartender, a waiter and a patron of the 
restaurant. None of them actually saw the punch being 
thrown, he said. All of them saw the result, he said: An 
emotional Carroll sitting in the booth, drenched in water, 
shards of glass in her hair, as Brown left the restaurant. 

Grubb also said the state also would show video sur-
veillance from the restaurant. Again, he told the jury, 
the video would not show the actual punch or the water 
being thrown. Instead, the video will show Brown  
getting out of his seat, doing something near Carroll, 
then leaving the restaurant. 

“Something happened,” Grubb said, that made all 
three witnesses turn around and look. 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

HIGH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 18, 2021
10:00am - 1:00pm 

VIKING FOR A DAY
You are invited to feel the energy

of VKNation as a Viking for a Day.

Viking Visits begin October 4th.

HIGH SCHOOL
PLACEMENT TEST

November 13, 2021 8:30am
November 14   12:00pm
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https://townsquaredelaware.com/victim-in-darius-brown-case-testifies-about-what-happened/
https://www.steschools.org/admissions
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DMV waives late fees, asks 
customers to use online services

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The Delaware Division of Motor Vehicles is encour-
aging customers to utilize the agency’s myDMV online 
portal rather than visiting its brick-and-mortar locations. 
The online portal offers more than 20 services, including 
driver license renewal, vehicle registration renewal,  
address changes and more.

By completing those transactions online, the DMV 
hopes to alleviate some of the pressure on the staff at 
the physical locations. The agency said in a press release 
that it anticipates staffing shortages due to the surge in 
COVID-19 cases.

For customers who are not able to complete their 
transactions online, the division is encouraging the  
exclusive use of drive-through services at DMV locations.

In an effort to reduce capacity inside the DMV  
lobbies, a text messaging notification feature will be 

implemented starting Tuesday, Jan. 4. With this feature, 
DMV customers will be able to wait in their vehicles 
until a text message invites them into the lobby when it 
is their turn to be served.

In addition, all late fees for vehicle registration and 
driver license renewals will once again be waived until 
further notice. Individuals are encouraged to wait until 
February if they require in-person renewals.

Customers who still need to visit a DMV facility 
should expect longer than usual wait times.

All DMV locations will continue to increase cleaning 
and disinfecting efforts and implement additional pre-
cautionary measures. All customers visiting a DMV location 
are still required to wear a mask inside the facility.
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圀攀밂爀攀 瀀爀漀甀搀 琀漀 戀爀椀渀最 漀甀爀 挀甀猀琀漀洀攀爀猀
 栀椀最栀ⴀ 栀椀最栀ⴀ焀甀愀氀椀琀礀Ⰰ 昀爀攀猀栀 瀀爀漀搀甀挀攀 

昀爀漀洀 漀甀爀 挀漀洀洀甀渀椀琀礀 瀀愀爀琀渀攀爀猀⸀

 

䬀攀渀渀礀 䘀愀洀椀氀礀 匀栀漀瀀刀椀琀攀猀 
漀昀 䐀攀氀愀眀愀爀攀
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https://services.dmv.de.gov/mydmv.ejs?command=MyDMVLogin
https://services.dmv.de.gov/mydmv.ejs?command=MyDMVLogin
https://townsquaredelaware.com/dmvonlineportal/
https://www.shoprite.com/onlineshopping
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The Delaware Department of Health and Social Ser-
vices has surpassed a milestone of 100,000 Delawareans 
to substance use and mental health services.

Referrals are made through the Delaware Treatment 
and Referral Network, conducted by the agency’s  
Division of Substance Use and Mental Health. Delaware 
is the first state to make more than 100,000 referrals 
using the system.

The system identifies and tracks health resources 
throughout the state, giving providers immediate  
visibility into resource availability across a shared  
network. This makes it easier to get people the help they 
need when they need it, according to a press release 
from the agency.

Del. health department marks 
100,000 substance abuse 
treatment referrals

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

“One death from an opioid overdose or from a mental 
health crisis is one too many,” said Lt. Gov. Bethany 
Hall-Long in a press release. “For families coping with a 
loved one, who suffers from substance use disorder or 
mental illness, finding help is an immediate need that 
must be met.”

Hall-Long said reaching the milestone is proof that 
Delaware is mending its fractured behavioral health 
system by ensuring that those in need can access  
treatment and get on the path to recovery.

She noted that in Nov. 2021, Newsweek recognized 
Delaware as one of only four states that the CDC  
reported as having a decrease in the annual percentage 
rate of opioid deaths. 

Government

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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https://townsquaredelaware.com/substanceabusetreatmentreferrals/
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
http://www.ursuline.org/
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group specializing in personal and leadership develop-
ment, that will allow it to see specific child support case 
information and next-step child support services, said 
Theodore Mermigos, the director of the Division of 
Child Support Services.

Men who are behind in their payments often don’t 
feel like they have a way to find information that will 
help them navigate the child support system and deal 
with child support obligations, Mermigos said. The state 
hopes Remanned will help bridge that communication 
gap by building trust in the child support program, he 
said. “This is done by providing positive reinforcement 
and resources to navigate challenges faced because of 
incarceration, violence or poverty,” Mermigos said.

STATE WILL REFER DADS BEHIND IN CHILD 
SUPPORT TO REMANNED PROJECT

BY BETSY PRICE

The Delaware Division of Child Support will begin 
referring men behind in child support to the Remanned 
Project Inc., a Wilmington nonprofit devoted to helping 
men who feel hopeless find their footing.

The ultimate goal is to help the men who want to  
participate improve their lives and the lives of their 
children while they work to meet their obligations  
under court-ordered child support.

The move, announced Tuesday, is through the DCSS 
Delaware Fatherhood Program, It assists parents in 
finding resources and tools leading to career employ-
ment with the goal of increasing parents’ self-sufficien-
cy, while encouraging improved emotional, parental, 
and financial involvement in the lives of their children.

The state has signed a memorandum of understanding 
with The ReManned Project, a coaching and consulting 

Government
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Cancer isn’t waiting 
for COVID-19 to be over.
One in three Delawareans will get cancer. 
Unfortunately, many have put off their cancer 
screenings in the past year. Screenings detect 
cancer early, when it’s most treatable. If 
you’ve skipped or canceled a screening due 
to the pandemic — for breast, cervical, colon, 
lung, or prostate cancer — don’t wait one 
more day. Call your health care provider to 
schedule your cancer screenings today.

If you don’t have a provider, we can help.  
If you are uninsured or underinsured,  
you may be eligible for free screenings.  
To learn more about eligibility requirements 
and recommended cancer screenings, 
and other information, please visit 
HealthyDelaware.org/Cancer.

To schedule your cancer screening by phone:

Call your health care provider, dial 2-1-1, 
or speak directly with a nurse navigator at 
the health system nearest you, below.

ChristianaCare: 302-216-3557
Bayhealth: 302-216-8328
Beebe Healthcare: 302-291-4380

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://theremannedproject.wixsite.com/website-1
https://theremannedproject.wixsite.com/website-1
https://townsquaredelaware.com/state-will-refer-dads-behind-in-child-support-to-remanned/
https://www.healthydelaware.org/Individuals/Cancer?utm_campaign=Cancer&utm_medium=redirect&utm_source=vanity&utm_content=cancer&vp=cancer#cancer-types
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Education
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UD will start 
winter classes 
virtually; Wilm U 
closes campus

BY BETSY PRICE

The University of Delaware said students could return 
to campus Jan. 2, but winter classes will start virtually 
as the school tries to stem the tide of Omicron variant 
COVID-19 cases.

At the same time, Wilmington University said it will 
react to a new Delaware State of Emergency by closing 
its campus starting Monday, Jan. 3. Faculty, staff and 
service departments will be available electronically to 
students, it said. More information about Spring classes 
will be released soon, the announcement said.

Gov. John Carney said Dec. 30 he would declare a new 
State of Emergency because of the record-setting rise of 
new COVID-19 cases fueled by the Delta and Omicron 
variants. He said he was doing it partly to allow him to 
ask the National Guard to work as nurses to help handle 
the rise in cases.

On Dec. 30, Delaware broke a week-old record by  
having 1,991 new COVID-19 cases. That number is  
expected to rise after people gather for the holidays. In 
the meantime, schools, businesses and other state  

offices are struggling to stay manned because of infected, 
isolated and quarantined workers.

Delaware testing sites have been swamped, with many 
closing early, and most of the people waiting in line have 
been exposed to the virus or are showing symptoms 
consistent with a coronavirus infection.

UD said in its message to students, parents, staff and 
the public that Winter Session classes started Jan. 3, as 
planned. “However, to ensure that all students, faculty 
and staff who will be on campus during Winter Session 
have been tested at a UD testing site the first week of 
January, the majority of Winter Session classes will shift 
to an online format for the first week,” according to the 
UD statement. “Although classes will be virtual during 
this period, residence halls will reopen for Winter Ses-
sion on schedule from noon-6 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 2.”

It also said all students, staff and instructors who will 
be on campus any time during the Winter Session must 
be tested during the week of Jan. 3.

After the first week of classes, UD will re-evaluate the 
situation and the administration hopes to revert to 
in-person learning “as soon as its is safe do do so,” the 
statement said.

Education
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DON’t WAIT.
BUILD.
What’s holding you back from 
building what’s next? 
Some have taken a wait-and-see approach 
toward their next move. But we never 
stopped building, healing, and making 
Delaware. And when it comes to the value 
and quality of education that Del Tech 
provides, there’s never been a better time 
to join us.

Start a conversation with an academic 
advisor today. 

Visit dtcc.edu.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/ud-will-start-winter-classes-virtually-wilm-u-closes-campus/
https://www.dtcc.edu/
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On average, one out of every four Delawareans who 
tests for COVID-19 is testing positive, Gov. John Carney 
said during his weekly briefing Tuesday afternoon. 

That is, in part, a result of increased testing in the state 
—although Carney also blamed the surge on holiday 
gatherings and the highly contagious Omicron variant. 

Approximately half of the state’s cases are Omicron 
cases, with the other half being the Delta variant.

Carney said Monday’s snowstorm that covered some 
parts of the state with a foot of snow or more may have 
helped stop the spread—albeit for a short period of time. 

“The only good news there is that it kept people at 
home and maybe out from getting close to others that 
might be COVID-19 positive,” Carney said. 

The weekly briefing came on the heels of a renewed 
State of Emergency declaration that took effect Monday. 

Under the state of emergency, Carney will deploy up 
to 100 members of the Delaware Army and Air National 

Some patients being 
transferred to nursing 
homes will be COVID-positive

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Guard to work as certified nursing assistants in skilled 
nursing facilities.

Those National Guard members are currently under-
going training and will be deployed to nursing homes 
with the ultimate goal of transferring patients who may 
need continued care but who do not require the level of 
acute care provided in hospitals. 

Most patients who are transferred to nursing homes 
will have already been patients at those facilities prior 
to being sent to the hospital. 

The problem the administration is hoping to address 
is not a lack of hospital beds, explained A.J. Schall, director 
of the Delaware Emergency Management Agency. The 
problem is a staffing shortage. Health care facilities are 
particularly vulnerable to such shortages as workers  
remain in close contact with the virus. 

The problem may also be exasperated by the hundreds 
of health care workers who were fired for refusing the 

Health

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

COVID-19 vaccine. ChristianaCare alone fired at least 
150 employees for failing to comply with its vaccine 
mandate.

“We need really capable trained licensed bodies,” 
Schall said. “We have relaxed licensing requirements…
to allow retired individuals—individuals that may not 
be licensed in Delaware but that are licensed in another 
state—to come help in the state of Delaware and what 
we’re hearing from the hospitals today is—you know, 
they’re seeing the same staffing issues that everybody 
else is.”

“You go into a restaurant today, you know, you might 
have to wait for a table and it’s not because they’re all 
taken,” Schall explained. “It’s because they don’t have 
enough people to work the tables and that’s what the 
hospitals are doing right now.”

He said that relying on the federal government for  
assistance is not a feasible option at the moment because 
every state in the country is facing similar difficulties. 

Corinna Getchell, director of the Department of 
Health and Human Services’ Division of Health Care 
Quality, said in an interview with Delaware LIVE News 
that hospital patients who are COVID positive will, in 
some cases, be transferred to nursing homes. 

“There are a couple of things that need to be considered 
if it is a COVID-positive patient,” Getchell said. “First 
of all, that patient would have to be medically cleared 
for discharge by their physician or their practitioner at 
the hospital.”

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
https://www.instagram.com/townsquaredelaware/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/some-patients-being-transferred-to-nursing-homes-will-be-covid-positive/
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2021 Delaware Mini Max High School 
Award Winners

Maxwell Football Club President, Mark Dianno,  
announced the 2021 Mini Max High School Award 
winners for the state of Delaware. The forty-four players 
selected are from schools located throughout the state 
of Delaware. Players were nominated by their coaches 
throughout the 2021 season and were evaluated based 
on criteria that includes: football performance, academics, 
and community service. 

The Maxwell Football Club will select one player from 
the group of Mini Max winners as the winner of the 
Delaware Player of the Year. The Delaware High School 
Player of the Year will be announced through a press 
release on Jan. 26. 

BY NICK HALLIDAY

The Maxwell Football Club also released the Pennsyl-
vania and New Jersey Mini Max Award winners today. 
Pennsylvania Players from Districts1, 3, 11 and 12 in the 
eastern part of the state and New Jersey players from 
throughout the state were eligible for selection as part of 
the program. 

The winner of the New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and  
Delaware Player of the Year awards will be the candi-
dates for the Club’s 36th Jim Henry Award as the  
Outstanding Player in the region. The winner of the Jim 
Henry Award will be announced on Feb. 2. 

Sports
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St. E’s boys basketball wins first 
ever Viking Invitational

St. Elizabeth’s basketball team kept its perfect record 
intact on Thursday, winning the Dick Rago Cup as the 
boys’ champion at the first Viking Invitational, but it 
certainly wasn’t easy. The Vikings needed a 9-0 run in 
the final minute to take care of the Panthers by a 54-49 
score.

The Vikings stormed out to a 17-8 lead after one, 
sparked by Aiden Tobiason’s three three-point shots. 
Polytech, led by Kyle Gamber and Dorrell Little, chipped 
away at that lead over the next two quarters until finally 
taking a 44-43 lead with 3:50 remaining when Xavier 
Brewington scored on a second-chance bucket.

After Leamond Pearce’s steal and coast-to-coast basket 
restored the one-point advantage for the Vikings, the 
Panthers struck again. Gamber saved a ball inbounds to 
Brewington and headed to the right corner. Brewington 
fed him a pass, and the triple gave Polytech a 47-45 lead. 
Little scored a minute later to extend the lead to four.

BY JASON WINCHELL

But in the next 1:15, the Vikings got the plays they 
needed. Kye Rawls intercepted a Panthers pass and turned 
that into an old-fashioned three. Pearce then rebounded 
a missed Panthers free throw and went from one end to 
the other for a layup and a 50-49 Vikings lead.

An offensive foul on the Panthers put the ball back in 
the Vikings’ hands, and Rawls made a pair of free throws 
with 21 seconds to go. He came up with another steal as 
the Panthers looked to tie, and two more free throws 
with 1.9 seconds on the clock sealed the win.

Rawls had 15 points to lead the Vikings. Tobiason had 
14 and Jayden Lawrence added 12. The Vikings improved 
to 6-0 and hosted Wilmington Charter on Tuesday at 
7:15 p.m. Little led all scorers with 18. Gamber (13) and 
Brewington (12) joined him in double figures. The  
Panthers (4-3) welcomed Milford on Tuesday.

https://www.facebook.com/TownSquareLive
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As a locally-owned company, Delaware LIVE News takes pride in working 
alongside regional businesses to develop digital marketing campaigns, 
through our daily news platforms.

From large corporations like Christiana Care, Delaware Tech Community 
College, and Delaware Department of Health to small shops like Fur Baby 
Pet Resort, Dolce Coffee Shop, and Benvenuto Tuscan Restaurant, we 
customize each plan to optimize the needs of each of our marketing partners.
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we can help. You can click the link to set up a meeting with me in our virtual 
office:  https://meetings.hubspot.com/shupe1

CEO, Bryan Shupe  /  302-542-9231  /  shupe@delawarelive.com
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